
In Aqaba : weather will be 
relatively hot and dusty 
winds southerly moderate to 
active and seas wavy 


CONTROVERSY: WHER 


WAS CHRIST BAPTIZED 


C lergymen and an archeologist are 
divided not only over which side 
of the River Jordan Jesus Christ 
was baptized, but whether he was at ail 
baptized in the river. 

Mohammad Waheeb, Baptism 
Project Director at the Department of 
Antiquities of Jordan (D/\J), relying on 
travelers* documents claims, “It is a 
false belief that Jesus was baptized in 
the River Jordan.” 

Citing traveler Theodosius's docu- 
ments, who visited the site in the year 
530 AD, Waheeb says that the traveler 
“assures that Christ was baptized in 
‘John the Baptist spring' that runs 
through Wtidi Kharrar and ends on the 
east side of The River Jordan." 

Waheeb also cites archeological find- 
ings saying that “the Byzantine 
Emperor Anstazues built John the 
Baptist Church to commemorate Jesus’ 
baptism on that spot.” 

Nevertheless, “Christian believers 
who visit the River Jordan break into 
tears and flli a small bottle of the river's 
water, which they consider holy.” 
Meanwhile, Orthodox and Catholic 
'clergymen have contradictory opinions 
amongst themselves regarding the bap- 
tism. 

Orthodox Bishop Assistant Sylvester 
Al-Far says, "Jesus was baptized in the 
west side of Tire River Jordan and he 
did not cross the river to tire other 
side. He was at Judea when, the holy 
moment todk place. Judea is an area 
near to the west side of the River 
Jordan." 

Yet, Father innokentios, Greek 
Orthodox church, is unsure. “No one 
can say where . exactly Jesus was bap- 
tized, unless we find more concrete 
evidence in archeological findings.*' 
Unlike the Orthodox, the Catholic 
Monsignor Raouf Najjar says that "Jesus 


Christ was baprized on the east side of 
the River Jordan.” 

Until January 1997, the DAI lias cho- 
sen the Wadi Khnrrar area in particular, 
so as to protect the archeological sites 
from threats of destruction by initiating 
an archeological survey, followed by 
test soundings and comprehensive 
excavations. 

According to the excavations at the 
site, Waheeb says, "archaeological find- 
ings of remaining pillars of a Byzantine 
church called John the Baptist were 
found. Citing travelers' and historians' 
documents, this church was built over 
the riverbed of ‘John the Baptist spring 1 
to commemorate where Jesus was bap- 
tized. The church was built on vauirs 
and pillars to protect it from the River 
Jordan floods which was half a kilome- 
ters away at that time." 

Adding, "there are remains of the 
other two churches in the same area 
which were built after John the Baptist 
church was ruined from River Jordan 
floods according to documents. At that 
time, clergymen used to build churches 
to commemorate the baptism of Jesus. 
Excavations showed tiiat one of the 
two churches is a small one, paved with 
a colored mosaic floor and some multi- 
color marble. The other church is total- 
ly damaged, only a spot of colored 
mosaic floors show crosses and a traces 
of an altar." 

fiiiPb' S -Hil l 

Ttoo kilometers east of the River 
Jordan is Elijah's Hill. According to the 
bible, the hill was revered as a holy site 
marking the spot from which Elijah 
ascended to heaven. 

"Citing the holy book, John the 
Baptist stayed on the Hill for water 
availability and for fertile soil back 
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then. And, according to the findings, 
John the Baptist used to baptize groups 
of people from the spring that crosses 
the hill which the travelers named after 
him. It is also a holy place, for Elijah 
ascended to heaven and it is on the 
main sacred pilgrimage route from 
Jerusalem to Mount Nebo. Pilgrims 
used to go from Jerusalem down to 
Jericho, crossing the River Jordan, to 
Elijah Hill as a station, then to Mount 
Nebo,” says Rustom Mkhjian, 
Restoration Engineer at DAJ. 

in addition, “water installation was 
recovered at Elijah’s Hill. According to 
the findings, somewhere between the 
clay part and the settling basin, for 
water clearing, was an open canal. This 
lead to the vaulted system, which was 
covered with a mosaic floor, and which 
used to be flooded with die water col- 
lected in a pear shaped well. The well is 
restored now." 

According to Waheeb 1 s surveys, “a 
Roman road was found on the south 
edge of Wfedi Kharrar which proved 


that the Wadi was important at that 
time for John the Baptist to do his mis- 
sionary work." 

TVvo months ago, during tile excava- 
tions, an II meters deep well was 
found that went back to Herodos 
Anti pas’ time. 

“We are excavating slowly to docu- 
ment everything, it is located to the 
north of Elijah's Hiii, we think it is a cel- 
lar rather than a welt, because at irs 
wall, there are holes where pieces of 
jars were found. But we stiff cannot 
give a definite answer because we are 
still digging" says Rustom. 

The DAJ excavations revealed several 
mosaic floors and 3 churches, built on 
vaults to commemorate John the 
Baptist. All were discovered around the 
hill. One of these floors has an inscrip- 
tion consisting of Five lines mentioning 
Rhetorics, Head of the monastery stat- 
ing: "By the help of the grace or Christ 
our God. The whole monastery was 
constructed in the time of Rhctorios, 
the most God-Beloved presbyter and 
Abbot. May God the Savior give him 
mercy.” 

About one Kilometers east or die 
River Jordan, two natural caves were 
identified by the D/\] team. One had 
three apses inside it and many ancient 
texts from the Byzantine and Crusader 
eras mentioning the Christian hermit 
monks. 

Wadi Kharrar area, where tile site of 
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the Bethany settlement, is lomt 
Kalrain. 

The Madaba mosaic map of lit 
l .and depicts the area 
ferry, palm trees and identifies the 
of the colored floor mosafc pi 
the map that was discovered on 
Hill, v 

The survey which is conducted 
the DAJ team located twenty one ste 
in Wadi Kharrar area that bekmgtofc 
archaeological periods: dafeditk- 
Early Bronze Age, Iron Age l-fl.Eartyto 
Late Roman, Early to Late Bywfo 
and Islamic (Ummayad) period, ft, 
findings related to where Jesus wh 
baptized are the most prominent of il. 

Excavations are still going «• *d 
new findings are being found. Ik 
team is trying to get the job dot 
before the year 2000, however, they 
will not be able to achieve that. 

“The area is rich with andueologd 
findings, and it is more Intmiifyfr 
tourists to experience the holy 
moment while we are still excavating.' 
says Waheeb. 

Wadi Kharrar is one of the Girisfa 
religious sites, out of five thai dx 
Charge D' Affaires of the ttwau h 
Jordan, Mnnsignor Dominique Seiew 
listed ns a site for the Cbiijffii 
Pilgrimage route on the Great JuM# 
calendar of thejfear2000^_^ 

by SAMAR HUM 


ARAFAT IS 
WILLING TO 
FIGHT IF 
) STATEHOOD IS 
HALLENOED 

PAGE 7 


fcfe%LKS 





irV.Viii 



■ BREAKTHROUGHS 
LOCKERBIE DEADLQ 



REFERENCES IN THI B ^ 

i j ■ i ■ ■ *V'‘- » ■ 

. IfesUs come on the scene Jboin Galilee, to he baptized byjotiii 

tried to prevent him; “I need lo be baptized by yon . " he saUi 

Bid Jesus answered him, "Come now. this is how we ? 

4:I3-1S)J 


God. "Then John gave In to him. (Matthew 4; 

(“I am baptizing with water," John tvptled. “but . 

Whoiti you do not recognize, and I am not Jit to untie the striti$ 
took place at Bethany beyond the Jonlan, where John was 

■ ' ' :£'V.+ k1 


fucks — Libya will hand over to the 
Mutations by April 6 the two suspects in 
jfc 1988 bombing of an American jetliner 
w iDdafak, Scodand, South African 
Mbit Nelson Mandela said. 

U^aipade the commitment in a letter to 
-1 Secretary General Kofi Annan, Mandela 
ai e i speeds to Libyan politicians in 
fyilhe Libyan capital. The speech was 
toskst by Libyan television, and moni- 
nadir Gin). 

*Wcb, who brokered die deal with help 
ton Sanfi King Falid and Cmwn Prince 
read a copy of the letter as I ibyan 
NaaMuammar Qadliafi looked oil. 
sid on Friday he liad accepted 
Iran South Africa and Saudi 
^kowt the planned trial of two 1 ibyan 
4*dshthe Lockerbie airliner bombing, 
’'ton Saudi King (falid and President 
[’‘toWaadt me to let it into their hands, it 
ton not be reasonable lor me to set condl- 
^•Qadhafl said in a speech in Tripoli, 
live by Libyan television and moui- 
PiUmis. 

l^toideh and Saudi envoy Prince Bondar 
Aziz, who were listening to 
speech, immediately stood up and 




*^dda said Libya hod decided to set n 
to die handover nf the two suspects for 
|p ® die Netherlands. 

lQadhafi| lias entrusted to me 
EJwof die precise date. The Jamahiriya 
CnSUre SUSl* 11 * 8 

iCr. * tollable to the UN Secretary 
irf ® ^ ^stody of on, or before, the 
_ tyjl 1999 for their appearance before 
•tost, Mandeb added. 

“Parted to pave the way for 
me longstanding deadlock between 
States and Britain over. 
^ tombing, which killed 270 peo- 


Libyan suspects Lamen Khalifa Fhimah (L) Abdul Basset Ali Al Megrabi will st and trial 


over date by March 26. 

But last year. It agreed to a trial In die 
Netherlands by a Scottish court- However, die 
hand oyer was magged over Libyan refiisal to 
Ixrve the suspects Jailed in die Weir.- Ubya 
also wanted assurances that the sanctions 
would be lifted after the suspects are handed 


over. 


huhram Nalions ,m Posed sanctions on 
i Jr 10 rna * te k over the sus- 
a ««its Abdul Basset Ali Al 
id^ ^aawn Khalifa Fhimah, for trial 
u nfcd States. Ubya refused, 
K^setafeir trial in the Wfest. 
. and Britain had thrept- 

. sm more sanctions 
$ , on Libya If ft didn't give a hand 


Under tire latest deal, Libya lias agreed to 
■‘ensure that the two suspects would be avail- 
able for the Secretory General of the United 
Nations to take custody of them on or before , 
6 April. 1 999," Mandela said quoting from die 
letter; Mandela said Qadhafi asked him .to • 
dtoose a date for the hand over. 

In recent weeks, Qpdhafi has said that he 
has indie faith iri Mandela's word than In the 
: Security Council,' Bnd. Mandela^ ejrival on.;: 
-Thursday tad ntjsed hope* tfiat a deal;<va$ 
Imminent :.’V -.j. 

'Martdela said: .Uftya slip agreed, that the 
suspefcts. Jfropvict^vMfl serve attyprlson 1 
■ ^sentence IhScotfend ;ipti 1 UN superVisfolt.; •: 

• Sanctions Ivrill ,be froffli' Itryiriedtatefy. after,., 


tlie hand over, Mandela said, Tliey will be lift- 
ed wftiiin 90 days of a report by Annan that 
Ubya lias met UN Security Cburicji require- 
ments, he said. 

The sanctions prohibit international air 
[ravel to and from Ubya, limit diplomatic con- 
tacts and ban expqit sale of oil, and (he 
Import oflnduspial spare parts i to Libya.;! • 
"We are hopeiu! that these undertakings 
would [allow)... the Secretary General to 
expedite his report to the Security Goundl to ! 
have santt|Dn$ against Ubyla : fiiiaty and.fiiUy. 
lifted," Mandela iaid. ’ . 

in a speedi before Mandate spoke, Q^dtafl 
Masted d>e United States arivef 
-ywe would; have liked to fate had good : 
!|datipns iWitii :Arnerica 'andj Britain but tiwy ' 
!• imgx^copfrpntatlpn oftus" ^ .--v ( '. \\{ ' 
ritfp! MdSaidl, 

P® 0 * 7 - 

pte ip fhe^ltetj'talori.., tattye 

: have a«^Eti, because of ; 


London gives cautious welcome 

British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook on - 
Friday applauded President Mandela for win- 
ning assurances on when Ubya would hand 
over the Lockerbie airliner bombing suspects^. 

; However, Cook said He , would not relax 
pntil the two men were in the Netherlands for 
.tiial/* . . • ' • 

"I welcome President Mandela's statemerit ’ 

, and l [am yeryrnuch^ ^encouraged by.iMiathe 
has s^,'.' dr^'saki in a'ste^ent ; . • . , ■ , 

"We will not drop. our gubid until the tiyo' . : receiving details from Libya, 
men fend In the' Nethertends. ,1 am not golhg : . The Secretary General welcomes the 
; to breathe a sigh of (relief until that happeta " .announcement, made In THpoll today by 
. book raid, : '' • ! ' .. ; '■:- President |Neison| Mandela of South Africa 

• : j*lt. has been seven months of hapd .arid that an agreement tad been readied provid- 
■ pa^ei^efTort tihceweniadeourbfret^^ irig ftjr the surrender Of the tvto Lodwrbtd 
. a Scottish trial jh a third cdbnby Biit IF Will ■ suspects in the qear fiithre" a UN spotesnian 


"welcome indication at last tiiat justice cnuld 
be tlone." 

But he added tiiat London wanted the 
offer to be confirmed in writing by' iibya n» 
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, who lias 
acted as a mediator in the affair. 

A spokesman for the Scottish Justice 
Ministry said dial before the trial can begin, 
die two suspects musr apirair before a Dutch 
court fo be transferred into Scottish jurisdic- 
tion, which would involve some snn «.»f extra- 
dition piocttlure. 

"Tliey must be under Scottish jurisdiction 
in order to be tried under Scottish law in the 
Netherlands the spokesnun said. 

He added that arrangements arc not com- 
pletely finished to convert a building set aside 
for the higlv-SL'ciirity nitil, wiiidi will be 
presided over by three Scottish judges. 

A disused US military hospital, Camp Zcist, 
near a Dutdi air base in die center of the 
Netherlands, has been diosen os the site. 

The Scottish justice spokesman declined 
to sqy if the judges had been chosen and 
what date tliey would travel to the 
Netherlands. 

Washington and London agreed in August 
to have the men tried in the Netherlands 
under Scottish law and with Scottish judges, 
prompting the UN Security Council to vote 
unanimously to suspend six-year-old sanc- 
tions against Libya once the two men were 
handed aver. 

Annan baits Lockerbie announcement 

■ -UN Secretary General Kofi Annan on Friday 
Welcomed die announcement of an agree- 
ment on the surrender of the two Ubyan sus- 
pects and said he was looking forward to 


ha^lreeft worth ft ff^ tarisectire a trial that 
. brings' out into 'the opeji the fetjs that we 
; - have bn die Lockerbie bombing." . ; l : 

. ^. Earlier, a spokesman for . Prime Minister 
Ibtiy tfalrsald that the Ubyair dedslqiV Was a 


said In a 'statement 
i ; 4 'Ho Is looidngTorward 'td receiving the rei- 
eyarit details of the agreement ^ the letter 
reported, ro have bebrt addressed to him 
itta Ubyan skie,’ v tiie statement added. , 
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THE 40 DAYS ARE OVER, 
BUT THE GRIEF IS THERE 


THE ARAB DAILY — Jordanians 
held nationwide praying rituals 
Thursday to the Late King 
Hussein, ending the 40 day peri- 
od of mourning. National flags 
were raised at full mast on state 
buildings for the firsr time since 
they were lowered when the 
Monarch died on February 7rh. 

Various prayers at the Late 
King Hussein's grave, were 
attended by virtually all mem- 
bers of die Royal Family. 

His Majesty King Abdullah 
paid a private visit to the grave, 
where he read verses from the 
Quran and laid a wreath of flow- 
ers while buglers sounded die 
Last Post. 

Her Majesty Queen Nour also 
visited the tomb with Princess 
Rania and the other Princesses to 
pay respect to the Late King. 

Government officials, foreign 
diplomats and the country’s top 
military leaders filed past the 
gTave on the grounds of Raghdan 
Palace to pay their respects to 
the monarch. 

Thousands of people from all 
walks of life also visited the 
Royal Cemetery, with men 
dressed in black weeping while 
praying. More prayere were held 
throughout the day in mosques 
and churches across Jordan. 
Muslim worshipers recited the 
Holy Quran in one a day - a ritu- 
al for God. to bestow peace upon 


the soul of die Late King. 

Later Thursday evening. King 
Abdullah attended the religious 
commemoration marking the 
40th day of mourning in an 
Amman mosque accompanied by 
Crown Prince Hamza. 

Other Pr inces meanwhile trav- 
eled to the govemorates to take 
part in remembrance ceremonies 
around die Kingdom. 

Rituals began after performing 
sunset prayers, while the congre- 
gations sat in silence to recite 
passages from the Quran dedi- 
cated for the soul of the Late 
King Hussein. 

Then, prayers were raised to 
the All Mighty to resr King 
Hussein's soul in peace and to be 
merciful with him. 

Churches embraced mosques 
and tolled bells all through the 
Muslim rituals voicing their grief 
fof parting with die leader of the 
nation. 

Forjordanians, the commemo- 
ration only served to intensify 
their grief. 

Newspapers went back to 
their mourning, printing exclu- 
sively in black and white and 
adorned by black-bonded pic- 
tures of King Hussein. 

Although the 40-day period of 
public mourning ended, a three- 
inonth period ofmoumingat rhe 
Royal Palaces will continue until 
May. 
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King Abdullah, Crown Prince Hannah, Prince Ali, and Prince Faisal recite 'AlfafihtT at the 
Late King Hussein's tomb 


LEBANESE PRESIDENT 
COMMENDS ICING'S POLICIES 


JORDAN, SYRIA AND LEBANON COOPERATI 
TO ACTIVATE TOURISM 


LEBANESE PRESIDENT EMIL 
LAHOUD Lauded the policy of 
his Majesty King Abdullah bin 
AJ-Hussein on Arab and 
International levels. 

President Lnhoud said that 
he is closely following efforts 
and activities of His Majesty In 
contacting Arab leaders in the 
bast Interest of the Arab nation. 

Lahoud's statements came 
during a meeting on Friday at 
the Baabda Palace with Minister 
of Tourism Akil BiLtaji who con- 
veyed a verbal message from 
His Majesty the King to 
President Lahoud. 

The message include His 
Majesty King Abdullah's reitera- 
tion of the brotherly ties 
between the two countries and 
ways to boost them in all fields. 

President Lahoud said that 
lie will visit Jordan In due time 
upon the invitation by King 
Abdullah. 

He also affirmed his coun- 
try's keenness on bolstering 
cooperation and ties with 
Jordan. 

The meeting was attended 
by Jordan's Ambassador to 
Lebanon Anmar Alhmoud. — 


Petra 



AT THE CONCLUSION of their 
meeting in Beirut Friday. 
Jordan, Lebanon and Syria's 
ministers of tourism agreed to 
activate programs provided For 
in the tourist cooperation 
treaty signed by the three 
countries in 1974. 

In preparation for the mil- 
lennium, the ministers decid- 
ed three formation of Thsk 
Force 2000, charged witli 
coordinating trilateral efforts, 
an setting the agenda for the 
great event. 

Awareness, tourist informa- 
tion, and highlighting the 
human factor in the regional 
tourist development are 
among the issues to be 
addressed by the team. 

The three ministers called 
on the Arab states to facilitate 
tourist flow among them and 
to take good care of air, land 
and sea transportation so that 
the whole regional tourism 
can benefit from this coopera- 
tion. 

During his stay at Beirut, 
Minister of Tourism Aqil Biltaji ' 
Deputized fpr His Majesty 



King Abdullah al-Hussein in lenceS : 
the funeral of the father of for- bereived/'ij^^^ ■ r 
mer Lebanese Prime Minister was :• acc0mp a n e ( ..J ^ 
Rafiq Hariri. Beltaji conveyed ; Jordania^ ^^M^ 
His .Majesty's heartfelt condor ,.;Lebanpn *TT, ^ ' -v* 



MORE churches discovered 

in MAFRAQ GOVERNORATE 


LOCAL NEWS 3 


NICOLA NASSER 


■ An ancient church and two j 
monasteries were_ revealed in J 
ihe Maffaq govemorate. TWo 
outofthe three discoveries are 
looted in Rehab village. 

■j .fhe' MO ancient sites are 
fcated in a property which 
^jpjjjgs to a local. The house 
^ the surrounding land will 
^ held ip the government's 
possession. 

1 'Hie government wants to 
ftthokl of my house and 2,000 
sqm land, where I have been 
tying for 30 years. They want 
to pay me around seven dinars 
pet meter but I refuse," com- 
pbioed the landowner, 
i According to a souce who 
, (ded not to be named, one of 
lltttwo findings is a monastery 
characterized by the absence * 
ol any human or animal illus- jjj 

union! which proves that that with mosaic , lld 

S . e . * r'lffisti-n decorated with frescoes show- 

tetorians, a Christian sect . . . . 

Sit existed in the early cen- '"8 animals and humans ' 

Witt after Christ. The site was addlt '°" to inscriptions of 

Wilt at the end of 6th and the wll,ch any decoding has not 

beginning of 7th century with keen donei 

an area of 25m x 10m. It is The officials are not autho- 

, paved with mosaic and deco- rized to talk about the new 

iated with crosses. findings until Aqel Biltaji, 

Hie other finding is a Minister of Tourism and 

Byzantine church which was Antiquities, declares that in a 

built In (lie 5th century. It is press release next Wednesday. 


BANK EMPLOYEES CALL 
OFF ASSEMBLY 





The other finding, which was 
uncovered in July, 98 and has 
not been revealed up till now is 
a Byzantine monastery. It is 
located in Mafraq city. 
According to historical and 
Assyrian documents, the 
monastery was built in 6th cen- 
tury and was reconstructed in 
the 7th century, the source 
said. 

The site is paved with mosa- 


&& 

ic in trapezuis shapes with 
crosses in each. It goes back to 
the Nestorian period because 
no illustrations or human and 
animals were found. 

A hundred and fifty ancient 
churches were discovered in 
the Mafraq Govemorate over 
the pflst years. 24 churches 
were rev ealed in Rehab alone. 

fry SAMAR HIJJAwT 


THE ANNOUNCEMENT YESTERDAY of a breakthrough in the 
Lockerbie deadlock is good news on the part of South African 
President Nelson Mandela. The bad news is that it was a non-Arab 
who announced the good news and a non-Arab solution is to end 
the torment Libyans have been experiencing since 1992. 

Is It not an irony that while Israel mocks international law and 
United Nations resolutions, on a daily basis, Arab states court her 
as a peace partner while at the same time raising high the banner 
of international legitimacy to be applied by force against Iraq and 
Libya? 

Tli is is to discredit neither Mandela nor Saudi Arabia’s contri- 
bution to end the Libyan people's predicament. But the Arabs' dis- 
gracing inability ro shorten the duration of the Libyan and Iraqi 
duress over the years, allegedly in the name of compliance with 
international legitimacy but most likely in an effort to remain an 
accomplice of a certain world power, mocks the credibility of daily 
talk of Arab solidarity. 

It was non-Arabs, Africans, who first broke the sanctions 
imposed on Libya, a fret which motivated a classical advocate of 
Arab unity, Libyan leader Moamnr Qaddafi, to declare his coun- 
try's Africanism a few months ago. 

And non-Arabs, the Russians, were the first to call for lifting the 
sanctions, a genocide by all means of the word, imposed on Iraq 
since 1990. Even though so far the Iraqi commitment to their pan- 
Arab ideology is more solid than that of their Libyan brethren, the 
effect of Arab hypocritical rhetoric on solidarity as seen nr the 
Arab League Foreign Minister's meeting two days ago, may weigh 
heavily on the future of inter-Arab relations. 

International legitimacy is not, and will neveT be, a substitute 
Tor Arab solidarity. Yet together, without double standards, they 
would constitute the right prescription for Arab solutions to Arab 
crises. Otherwise, commitment Thereto will continue to be mere 
hypocrisy. 


THE GENERAL TRADE Union 
of Banks, Insurance and 
Auditing has called off the 
assembly of bank workers 
and employees, which was 
supposed to take place today 
at the Professional 
Associations Union Complex. 

The gathering has been 
ffiicelled because an agree- 
ment was reached with 
.Central Bank Governor, Ziyad 
i&rttz, who agreed to amend 
-'decision he issued last 
■tofoh regarding the increase 
Working hours and the 
fnday-Sarurday weekend, 

: ‘Basically, we are satisfied 
the amendment to the 
’wking hours. Bank workers 
employees are to work, 
: Parting from Monday, till 
3,30 p.m. instead of 5.00 


p.in.," said a member of the 
Bank Union who asked not to 
be named. 

He added that only work- 
ing hours have been changed, 
but the union will not stop its 
efforts and demands until an 
amendment is reached over 
the two-day holiday. 

According to the union 
member, bank employees 
demand the weekend holiday 
to be on Thursday and Friday. 

Meanwhile, negotiations 
are underway between presi- 
dent of the Bank Union, 
Haidar Rashid and the Central 
Bank Governor, to settle the 
remaining issues on the agen- 

u 
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traffic cop killed 

IN CAR ACCIDENT 


j THE ARAB DAILY — A 35-old 
[ lra ^ c warden was killed in a 
' Cir accident Friday evening, 
fj l * ie Sports City area in • 

p Amman. 

I fording to Brigadier Adnan . 
Shamayleh, a speeding Pajdro 
ost c °otrol and hit the side 
roetal fence ' before 


rolling over td the other lane 
where it hit a Mercedes. 
Losing control, the Mercedes 
knocked a traffic man on his 
motorcycle Who died instant- 

ly * " . m 
The- police top officer 

declined the name of the 

dead policeman. 
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EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT HOSNI Mubarak described his talks with His 
Majesty King Abdullah as fruitful and positive. 

•in a statement to Aljumhuriah newspaper, Mubarak asserted that 
King Abdullah is keen to strengthen Jordan's relations with the Arab 
World, a matter which has positive implications in itself — Petra. 




A NUMBER OF publications addressing the life of the Late King 
Hussein have been issued In Cairo lately. The Egyptian Journalist 
Mohammad Sayyed dedicated his book "The King, the Human” to 
His Majesty King Abdullah II. 

Rich in information on the life of die late King, and Including a 
number of rate pictures from- the private archive of Victoria College's 
Chairman of Board, such a book to be written needs to be as truth- 
ful and detailed as possible, according to the author 

Professor of public law at Mansoura University dedicated a chap- 
ter of his book, A Methodology for Research, to the Late King 
Hussein as an example of courage, willpower and flawless applica- 
tion of transparency. 

The well-known journalist Imad Eddin Adib designated an issue of 
"Kul Al Naas” magazine for the King — Petra. 
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SPEAKER OF THE Lower House, Abdul Hadi Majall, accompanied by 
Minister of Public Works and Housing, Hosnl Abu Ghaida, checked 
on the maintenance works of the new supplementary building of the 
Pariiament, 

Majali was briefed by the engineers on the progress of works in 
the building which includes separate offices for the deputies In addi- 
tion to offices for the secretariat and administrative departments. 
There will also be five conference rooms for different House com- 
mittees — Petra. 


JORDAN'S SEARCH FOR REACT 
MOTIVATES MORE JAPANESE AID 




DAILY — MARCH 20, 1999 

InaThamas exchange accusations 

OF RENEGING ON A TRUCE AGREEMENT 

^ ... ... . . eai#t 


A survey conducted by the Center for Strategic Studies at the 
University of Jordan showed that the new government, appointed 
two weeks ago, lias captured public confidence. 

The survey demonstrated that 43 .6 percent of the general public 
believe that the recently appointed government of Prime Minister 
Abdur Ra’uf Rawabdeh will successfully stand up to Its responsibili- 
ties . Meanwhile, opinion leaders-deflned as senior statesmen, 
political analysts , union and professional association activists and 
writers, showed slightly less confidence In the government’s ability 
,but still gave it a 38.8 percent approval rating .the highest given by 
opinion leaders since the CSS conducted its first opinion polling in 
1996 with the premiership of Abdul Kareern Al Kabariti . 

Results of the survey,Che fourth of its kind carried out by die CSS, 
have shown that for the third time the general public holds the 
prime minister in higher esteem than his cabinet . 

48 percent of the genera] public as well as 50 percent of opinion 
leaders believe that Rawabdeh himself is capable or carrying out his 
mission successfully . 

The public and opinion leaders .however, are less impressed cab- 
inet members ; only 33.3 percent of the general public and 23 of the 
opinion leaders think the new team is up to expectations . 

Nevertheless , the general public still regards the cabinet as quite 
capable of coping with various economic and political problems 
faced by all previous cabinets . On the other hand .opinion leaders 
showed more confidence in the government's ability to handle more 
abstract issues such as boosting national unity, enhancing democ- 
racy and fostering relations with Arab states. 

The Survey also demonstrated that die public expressed more 
confidence in Rawabdeh's government in ail the survey's categories 
than they did in the Tarawnwneh's Cabinet ' 

Contrary to the expectations that the highest approval for gov- 
ernment would be.detected ih Irbtd, results showed that Rwabdeh 
received die highest rating in Madaba (58 percent) and the lowest in 
Ma'an(33.8 percent). .Thus , the common conviction that political 
preferences are dominated by tribal affiliations Is undermined . 

The CSS will conduct another poll on the Rawabdeh government j 
after its first one hundred days in office , • f • / . 


THE ARAB DAILY — Japan 
international Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) Jordan office 
organized between 15-17 
March Its annual press tour to 
introduce the agency's pro- 
jects in Jordan. 

In his welcome speech, 
Yabe, Resident Representative 
of JICA said the tour was 
designed for press people,” to 
observe various fields of 
cooperation between Japan 
and Jordan," and the visit 
would be for some samples of 
cooperation which is so varied 
that it needs weeks to cover. 

The tour's schedule includ- 
ed a visit to Zai Treatment 
Plant, Sahab industrial Estate 
and the project site of Family 
Planning Project at Ghor Safi. 

At the sites, the journalists 
were briefed on the aspects of 
assistance provided by Japan 
to these projects. 

JICA is the implementing 
agency of ODA (Official 
Development Assistance to 
the Developing Countries), a 
government organization that 
was established in 1974. 

Between that year and 
1996, Jordan received in finan- 
cial aid a total amount of Si .3 
billion on net disbursement 
basis, and about S2.1 billion 
on commitment basic as of 
the end of fiscal year 1997, 
according to JICA. 

One of the largest donors to 
Jordan, Japan assist Jordan in 
three ways: Grand Aid, Loan 
Aid and Technical assistance. 

"Grant Aid was provided to 






Palestinian security officials said the | 
PNA's efforts to negotiate with Hamas to 
halt the attacks have been hindered by 
direct contacts between Israel and Hamas. 

The contacts were made recently 
between Hamas members detained in Israel 
and Israeli security officials in the prisons. 

The Palestinian security officials said 
they found a letter from prisoners to 
Hamas leaders abroad on a Hamas messen- 
ger last week. 

The letter mentioned "meetings between 
some brothers and Israeli agents where a 
halt to military operations was proposed.” 
The Israelis "appear ready to release 
some prisoners and open the way for a 
ceasefire between Hamas and the Jews," 
said the letter, a copy of which was 
obtained by AFP. 






Jordan in various fields: water, 
environment, health, agricul- 
ture and infrastructure pro- 
jects," said Yabe. 

According to JICA's litera- 
ture, Japan, taking into 
account a number of factors. 
Obviously,. Jordan's involve- 
ment in the Middle East peace 
process is major among there 
factors. 

"Jordan's political and eco- 
nomic stability is crucial to 
peace in the Middle East," 
reads a pamphlet issued by 
JICA. 

Another factor is that 
“Jordan is actively working to 
promote democratization and 
economic reforms," in addi- 


tion to Jordan's good relations 
with Japan. 

Diplomatic relations were 
established between the two 
countries in 1954. 

Priority areas to which 
Japanese assistance is given 
Include the improvement of 
basic human needs such as 
water and food supply, prima- 
ry health care and education 
in addition to the promotion 
of industry and human 
resources development. 
Japan's aid also addresses 
environmental problems such 
as water pollution, air pollu- 
tion and the increasing waste 
disposals, 

As part of the endeavor to 


upgrade human re souks. 
training programs are held in 
Japan. So far 806 Jorduims 
have received training ii 
Japan. 

Moreover, Japanese erpmi 
of different levels have yob 
teered to assist in the variw 
development projects. 

Fully aware of the popnlt 
tion issues in Jordan, stmed 
these experts are handlinjilif 
project in Ghor Safi, lawdid 
July, 1997, with the aim of 
promoting the participate 
of women of develop^ 
and awareness of family P^ 
ning. 

JICA Jordan office started its 
activities in 1991. 


hi-. ; , . _ , 

: tyAWiAFP) — Israel's opposition Labor 
! header Ehud Barak is leading riglit- 
1*4 Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
by i sitiall margin in the run-up to May's 
gtotral election, an opinion poll showed 
ftiday. 

Barak would scoop 47 percent of the 
vote in a-showdown with Netanyahu who 
lagged slightly behind with 44 percent. 


Netanyahu would get through with 36 per- 
cent each in the first round while 
Mordechai would pocket 16 percent and 
Benny Begin, leader of the extreme right- 
wing Hatikva coalition, would scrape just 
six percent while a further six percent of 
those asked were undecided. 

The poll was conducted among a repre- 
sentative sample of 560 Israelis and has a 
margin of error of 4.5 percent. 


UJ'S PRESIDENT CLARIFIES UNIVERSITY'S 
LETTER GRADING SYSTEM 

IN RESPONSE TO the sit-in after one and a half year from be introduced taking the slit- tleniic reasons are 

staged by the Students' Union tile application of the present dents and university's Inter- slte-in. In li 8 ^ 1 * 1 ^ 

last Wednesday, President of letter grading system, the stu- csts into due consideration. nenl students e ! eclW ^ 
the University of Jordan (UJ), dents started complaining UJ President pointed out may be an 

Waleed Ma’ani explained that A-grades decreased while that the Inst meeting lie hnd once the students . , 

Thursday the issue of the lower grades became more with the President of the according to him. 
three-year old con trovers ia'l common. The students’ Union Students' Union wns last The President 
grading system. has on more than one occa- Tuesday, wherein It was however, that alth ^ 

“As part of the UJ's policy to sion talked to the university agreed that both parlies of the students P 

keep pace with the recent administration over this issue, would meet on the for thcoin- been peaceful, 'U J^. ^ 

developments in the evalua- and were informed of UJ's ing Sunday to further clarify mic institution 

tion process, a more simpli- viewpoint, which stressed UJ’s position before the stu- fortnble and ad^^ ^ 
fied system of four to nine lev- that an evaluation process of dents' representatives. . ing atmosphere * 

els was Introduced three years the A, B, C grading system was However, the UJ's odminls- provided.; . .V xjLgfi, 
ago," Ma’ani told Petra news underway. trator was surprised "Any vjolatipn of ^ 

agency. Ma’ani also said that the Wednesday by the protests, ] or diS^RlteMV . "gKtlJff 

Ma'ani added that “the UJ’s currently applied grading sys- and by the untrue information ■ atmosphere Wj. 

Council of Deans applied the tem would not be objectively communicated to the stu- 'firm .Jinplefig®,^ 

A, B. C griding system after evaluated until a complete dents, telling them. that the UJ. universlty^^^m.,’; 

extensive studies granting the generation of students sub- administration has dosed' tlonSi" 

students a transitional term jected to the system In ques- channels of dialog, despite ; 

where the grades were cqlcu- . ‘ tion graduate* Only then com-, the meeting scheduled . . that 

lated in their favor, then the parison would be conducted. . Sunday. I 

full system took over." : . According, to the Professor, Furthermore , . Ma’an) • . be 

. :The Pre'sl^entsBid.tliay necessary changes wouldthen ■ charged, that certain liori-qcfl^ ' their,Up|w^^^®®*^' 


after one and a half year from 
the application of the present 
letter grading system, the stu- 
dents started complaining 
that A-grades decreased while 
lower grades became more 
common. The students' Union 
has on more than one occa- 
sion talked tD the university 
administration over this issue, 
and were informed of UJ's 
viewpoint, which stressed 
that an evaluation process of 
the A, B, C grading system was 
underway. 

Ma'ani also said that the 
currently applied grading sys- 
tem would not be objectively 
evaluated until a complete 
generation of students sub- 
jected to the system in ques- 
tion graduate* Only then com- 
parison would be conducted. 

According, to the Professor, 
necessary .changes would then 


be introduced taking the stu- 
dents and university's inter- 
ests into due consideration. 

UJ President pointed out 
that the Inst meeting lie hnd 
with the President of the 
Students' Union wns Inst 
Tuesday, wherein It wns 
agreed that both parlies 
would meet on the forthcom- 
ing Sunday to further clarify 
UJ's position before the stu- 
dents' representatives. 

However, the UJ’s adminis- 
trator was surprised 
Wednesday by the protests, 
and by the untrue information 
communicated to the stu- 
dents, .telling them. that the UJ 
administration has closed 
channels of dialog, despite 
the meeting scheduled 
. Sunday. 

Furthermore, . Ma'ari) 
' charged, that certain iion-qcfl : 


fAFP) — The Falcscinian The self-rule PNA has increased its efforts Palestinian security officials said the 
***^1 Aurhoritv (PNA) accused the in the past few weeks to prevent attacks on PNA's efforts to negotiate with Hamas to 

Rarional Movement (Hamas) Israelis which could affect the outcome of halt the attacks have been hindered by 

' li ^ C im? back on its promise to stop the May 17 elections by helping to re-elect direct contacts between Israel and Hamas. 

Ffdfl 0 8 ° right-wing Prime Minister Benjamin The contacts were made recently 

' „L|e the commitment three Netanyahu. between Hamas members detained in Israel 

In exchange for the release of Hamas has claimed responsibility for and Israeli security officials in the prisons, 
and spiritual guide, Sheik most of the anti-Israeli violence in recent The Palestinian security officials said 
!lT^ln from >wo month. 'of hotiK years. found a letter front prisoners to 

I* -1 ". faza City presidential secretary But a senior Hamas official in Gaza City, Hamas leaders abroad on a Hamas messen 
I 2m * ' | Rahim ’ a id Ismail Abu Shanab, said Abdul Rahim was ger last week. 

S offldals told me at the time that mistaken. "That's not accurate, it's the The letter mentioned "meetings between 

I . ld announce a halt to armed Authority that was not true to its word,'' some brothers and Israeli agents where a 

,he house srrasi were lifted." Abu Shanab .old AFP. hair to military operations was proposed. 

"Eft . , . | d acd Tlte PNA was also supposed to release The Israelis appear ready to release 

! t was lifted they didn't keep Islamist prisoners and legalize Hamas activ- some prisoners and open the way for a 

; J ■ he sa d dd ng that he attrib Lies in the Palestinian territories, he said. ceasefire between Hamas and the jews. 

: to “pressure from “They released Sheik Yassin, and the, said the letter, a copy of which was 

^tadets abroad." stopped there," he added. ° btalned b * AFP ' 

BARAK LEADS NETANYAHU IN ELECTION POLL 

nfrm - Israel's opposition Labor according ,o the Cailup poll conducted for ^nyahu^ouUge, 

Fife leader Ehud Barak is leading right- the Maariv newspaper. - Mordechai would pocket 16 percent anc 

1*4 Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu Nine percent of those surveyed sa d y leader Qf the extreme right 

ty a $tiia!l margin in the run-up to May's were undecided. wing Hatikva coalition, would scrape jus 

uwral election, an opinion poll showed Center Party candidate Yitzhak sjx percent whi!e a further six percent o 
PUjjy Mordechai would not make it to the second t h ose asked were undecided. 

Mi would scoop 47 percent of the round run-off which is due to take place on The poll was conducted among a repra 

rate in a-showdown with Netanyahu who June I if needed. seutative «mp e of M IsraeLs and hns 

hggri slightly behind with 44 percent. The poll showed that B arak and margin of error of 4.5 percent . 

FIGHTING RAGES BETWEEN ETHIOPIA ®RITRIA 

SECURITY COUNCIL, OAU MOVE TO STOP THE WAR 

ms ABABA (AFP) - Eritrea figures could not be indepen- Ethiopia ^ F *™ r ^ ™ “Jncemed" o' 

IX'onS^'ed ^'Asmara'has already spoken of faires Saleh Oniar. an AFP cotre- wanted an "immediate ceas 
toiler while Organization of "massive Ethtopian losses, sp ™ d ™ s n ° ' atement trom |„ Addis Ababa, Tadesse sai 
tan Unity (OAU) envoys pre- accusing its enoinyofusmg y "We still continue working wi 

M for a conference where “human waves o^ troops nd *™ a sald ^ Thursday . 8 s the 0AU and its peace plan st, 
ihe conflict was likely to arise press-ganging cnalians , n o r * the Mereb .Setit ported by the UN as it has be 

■tae ,s fighting around the ln * the Trent, an Ethiopian M 1-35 gun- ■„ the past. ... We have asked 

Ml" on’rt!!r’wp,r.»m’ l frn l nt Addis Ababa headquarters of ship was captured on Thursday, man y times and for 10 mom 
ZZ government" spokes- to ^a 5 1 whiclz has^rawn up a four tanks and three vehicles the w i,hdrawa, of the Eri.re 

Salome Thdesse said, Horn peace plan accepted in aa 7 r ^, an '‘-“' r "f XT tanks 'T pS fr ° m E ' hl ° Plan 
aiding that clashes were under principle by both sides, mean- es y ry. . 

my on the central Zala Anbesa- while began talks on a program were taken intact. The fighting has contlnt 

Warrant. for a ministerial meeting of the . 11 ?«““ d “ LZ’on Sr despite Eritrea s acceptance 

Earlier Friday. Eritrea's for- pan-African body in Burkina TTlnTL o UN Se^ W the OAU peace framework p 
-ijn ministry said Its forces had Faso next Monday and Tuesday. 14 in f.!?. ,T 0 “ on Feb. 27. after Ethiopia mi 

raptured an Ethiopian hell- Officially, no African conflicts puncilcalsurgngu P territorial gains In the dispu 

tepter gunshlp as fighting are on the agenda for the lts "f £“' d Tarikr border region of Badme. 

-fed Wednesday and Thursday Ouagadougou talks -which will an 0 , Q.y pt , ace Council members encc 

an the western Trent. concern administrative, judicial acceptance of the OAU p ^ UN ^ m Annan 

hie ministry In Asmara also and financial issues - but dtplo- Kcoiri, by reject g y^^ redouble his efforts in coop 

Hid, In a statement Faxed to mats here said that their meet- re u tion with the OAU in orde 

W* that more than 10,000 ing would enable envoys to tlons are met. ^ bring the parties to the net 

Ethiopian soldiers had been hold consultations. Thnr«dav aealn urged an end to ating table." 

kilted on the central Tsorona Eritrea’s ambassador to Addis y S Western diplomats repo 

font from Sunday to Hiesday. Ababa, Girma Asmerom, who 1 rinsed-door meeting, a consensus among coi 

Ute latter claim was denied was accredited to the OAU bu Coundl President Qin members that Annan shi 

, ^Addis Ababa, and casualty declared persona non grata by Security Council Present ^ ^ ^ ^ ro)e fl| 


figures could not be indepen- 
dently confirmed. 

Asmara has already spoken of 
“massive" Ethiopian losses, 
accusing its enemy of using 
“human waves" of troops and 
press-ganging civilians into rak- 
ing ammunition to front lines. 

African diplomats at the 
Addis Ababa headquarters of 
the OAU. which has drawn up a 
Horn peace plan accepted in 
principle by both sides, mean- 
while began talks on a program 
for a ministerial meeting of the 
pan-African body in Burkina 
Faso next Monday and Hiesday. 

Officially, no African conflicts 
are on the agenda for the 
Ouagadougou talks - which will 
. concern administrative, judicial 
and financial issues - but diplo- 
mats here said that their meet- 
ing would enable envoys to 
hold consultations. 

Eritrea's ambassador to Addis 
Ababa, Girma Asmerom, who 
was accredited to the OAU but 
declared persona non grata by 


Ethiopia in February, was 
replaced Friday by charge d'af- 
faires Saleh Omar, an AFP corre- 
spondent noted. • 

Friday's sratement from 
Asmara said that during 
Wednesday and Thursday's 
fighting on the Mereb-Setit 
front, an Ethiopian Ml-35 gun- 
ship was captured on Thursday, 
four tanks and three vehicles 
carrying anti-aircraft guns were 
destroyed and two other tanks 
were taken intact. 

it accused Ethiopia of start- 
ing the latest battles on March 
14 in defiance of UN Security 
Council calls urging it "to stop 
Its continued military action, 
and of reneging on its earlier 
acceptance of the OAU peace 
accord, by rejecting any cease- 
fire unless its new precondi- 
tions are met. 

The Security Council on 
Thursday again urged an end to 
the war. 

After a dosed-door meeting, 
Security Coundl President Qin 


DFLP MARKS 30TH ANNIVERSARY 


[ DAMASCUS (DPA) — A Palestinian group Friday 
.. derated Its rejection of the Oslo and Wye 
jj Plantation accords on Middle east and urged 

I Palestinian President Yasser Arafat to dedare a - 
P a tesfinian state on May 4 as scheduled. 

■fo remarks came in a speech by Nayef 
I H^vatmeh, leader of the activist Democratic; 
| for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP), to 

• the 30th anniversary of its foundation in 

jj 

S The ceremony, held at the Al Yarihoujt refUgee' 


nist party members. 

The DFLP was expelled on Feb. 14 from the 
alllapce of Palestinian groups who 1 oppose peace 
deals with Israel after its leader shook hands' 
with Israeli President Ezer W&izman during the 
funeral of King Hussein of Jordan last month. 

“The announcement of the Palestinian state on 

May 4 would' be a golden opportunity to sur : 
mount the Osld/Wye step-by-step : policy.’’ 
Hawatiiieh told the rally. • 1 j. 1 . : ; 


helrf at the Al Ya ^ 0U,t H* said iuih a' declaration would ihbve' the 

in southern Damascus, Was boycotted by , ~ Hesaia. . - ^ \ ■ 

*11 other Palestinian groups apart 'tat Mmmu-"..Me«Unlaffit~ggl«intoa. newatage.. 


Huasun said its 15 members 
were seriously concerned and 
wanted an “immediate cease- 
fire." 

In Addis Ababa, Tadesse said: 

"We still continue working with 
the OAU and its peace plan sup- 
ported by the UN as it has been 
in the past. ... We have asked so 
many times and for 10 months 
the withdrawal of the Eritrean 
troops from Ethiopian territo- 
ry." 

The fighting has continued 
despite Eritrea's acceptance or 
the OAU peace framework plan 
on Feb. 27. after Ethiopia made 
territorial gains In the disputed 
border region of Badme. 

Coundl members encour- 
aged UN chief Kofi Annan “to 
redouble his efforts in coopera- 
tion with the OAU in order to 
bring the parties to the negotl- I 
ating table.” 

Western diplomats reported 
a consensus among council 
members that Annan should 
play a more active role along- 
side the OAU and could be 
instrumental In clarifying 
aspects of its plan, notably ref- 
erences to a withdrawal by 
Eritrean troops, which have had 
differing interpretations. . 

The Security Council is due 
to meet informally at- the 
United Nations with the 
1 Eritrean foreign minister and 
: the Ethiopiah deputy foreign 

* minister oh Monday. The war 
broke; out in May last year with 
e Initial fierce infantry hnd 
' 1 artillery exchanges.' 
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KURDS BURY DIPIFER1NCES 
TO SUPPORT O CAL AN 

TO BE PUBLISHED I if 


THE ARREST OF OCALAN has sparked the oddest of effects among 
die divided Kurds, reports Aliza Marcus. Die-hard opponents of 
Ocalan in Hirkey now worry about the fate pf the -man who ordered 
the minders of Kurds who challengecl him. 

JERUSALEM - The.capture of Abdullah Ocalan by Hirkey has swung 
even Kurdish activists who had no time For his ruthless methods and 
dictatorial style into supporters anxious to ensure lie gets a Talr hear- 

* Ocalan may be a bastard , bii t he’s the only bastard, we have right 
now. 1 ’ a friend of mine who hates the guerrilla leader; told me recepfc 
jy “Hakan" he was prepared; to talk freely only on condition of, 
anonymity, was a rival of Ocalan in tlie seventies, in the ideolo|«^f 
battle to forge a new Kurdish movement in lbxkey. Ocalan won ^nd • 
Went on to found the Kurdish labor Party (PKK) and triy friend eqded . 

Up worWng witii a series qf sliort-liyed Kurdish pubiicafioivs. ^ 

Over the years Hakan has made a name for himself as.a relentless 
/critic of Ocalan, whom he derides, as a dictatorial leader, too inter-, 
ested in power to succeed in the battle for Kurdish rights. 

Blit since Ocalan was.captured in Kenya last month and whisked to 
ah island' prison in Hirkey to stand trial for treason, Hakan has 
become one of the PKK leader's most ardent supporters. He a work- 
ing with Ocalan' s defense team and thinks it would be best if the 
rebel chief could argue his case before an international court. 

The arrest of Ocalan has produced the oddest, of effects among 
Kurds Die-hard opponents now worry about the fate of die man who 
ordered the murders of Kurds who challenged him. Iraqi Kurds, who 
recently fought PKK rebels based in northern Iraq, publidy voice con- 
cerns that Ocalan receive a foirtrial. Kurds throughout the world havq 
put aside political . linguistic and intellectual divisions to protest 
Ocalan’s treatment and to urge resolution of the conflict in Turkey. 

Meanwhile. Tlirkey is certain the capture of Ocalan marks the end 
of die PKK. And once the PKK is finished. Ankara thinks this will be 
the end of that troublesome issue foreigners call the Kurdish prob- 

Ankara portrays the PKK as a band of foreign-sponsored terrorists. 
This is not difficult. Tire PKK lias targeted Tbriash civil servants and 
other Chilians, attacked government installations and carried out 
summary executions. Ocalan’s leadership techniques are hardly 
democratic. Syria, itself no stranger to accusations of terrorism, har- 
bored Ocalan for years. 

Kurdish intellectuals, like my friehif Hakan, have long argued that 
Ocalan's tactics can be brutal and complain that he still works hard to 
undermine rival Kurdish groups. But while Ocalan may have worked 
against rival Kurdish groups. Ankara has worked even harder: Turkey 
lias tried to silence Kurdish activists, including those representing 
non-violent groups that do not advocate Independence. Writers are 
imprisoned, pro-Kurdish political parties are shut down, cultural 

groups are banned. , , 

In the southeast, the Hirkish military has fought a harsh war. 
Civilians have been -forced from .their . villages (more tiiart 3,000 Vil- 
lages lie abandoned, many; burned down by security, forces). 


detainees areronureu ■ 

^ KLtfdJsh ^v'dtory ' binned at>d , |<urd^vlahpi»g 6 broadens^ rvot * 
»ia inter* tfipfr". niitrht: ahu^ttieffzidemaiidsi 
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HIZBOLLAH CHIEF: 'ISRAEL WILLRETRE«i 
OR IT WILL SUFFER' IN LEBANON 


CAIRO (AFP) — EU envoy Miguel Angel Mo rati nos arrived Friday 
in the Egyptian capital from Gaza Tor talks with officials here on 
the deadlocked Palestinian-lsraeli peace negotiations, officials 
said. Moratinos met Arafat in Gaza on Thursday and pledged 
thnt-the European Union will work closely with the Palestinian 
National Authority on the sensitive question of statehood. "The 
Palestinian leadership must decide what is best for the 
Palestinian people and their country," Mora tin os told reporters 
in Gaza on Thursday, adding that the European Union wanted , 
to play a "constructive and positive" role. 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — Khartoum has protested to the United 
Nations about the way the International Committee or the Red 
Cross (ICRC) secured the release of abducted Swiss stnff mem- 
bers but left Sudanese nationals in the hands of their captors. 
Friday's edition of the Al Rai Al Aam daily said four Sudanese 
working with the ICRC on a seed distribution program were left 
behind when the rebel Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) 
released the Swiss a week ago in Paryang, in the sourh of rhe 
war-ravaged country. In a message to UN secretary general the 
government said this partial release contradicted humanitarian 
conventions, the paper said. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s military industries will start producing 
the first Egyptian M-88 armored vehicle next year in coopcra* 
tion with the United States, rhe government newspaper Al 
Akhbar reported Friday, it said preparations were currently 
underway to produce the first vehicle, which serves to evacuate 
tanks for maintenance and repair works, in May 2000, “in agree- 
ment with the US side.” The newspaper gave no further details. 
US Defense Secretary William Cohen announced here last week 
a proposed $3.2 billion US arms deal with Egypt which would 
include sophisticated fighter jets, tanks and Patriot anti-missile 
systems. The Egyptian purchase will involve 24 advanced F-16 
fighters, kits to assemble 200 M1AI tanks and a Patriot-3 mis- 
sile battery, Cohen said after talks March 11 in Cairo with 
President Hosnl Mubarak. Egypt receives $1.2 billion in military 
aid from the United States each year. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's upcom- 
ing tour of Russia, Ukraine and Georgia is intended to impress 
Israeli immigrants from the former Soviet Union ahead of May 
17 elections here, the Yediot Aharonot newspaper charged 
Friday. Netanyahu and Israeli Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon will 
go to Moscow Sunday at tire beginning of the tour aimed at per- 
suading Russian leaders to halt military technology transfers to 
Iran, officials said. But the newspaper, which insists that the real 
target is the 800,000 Israelis Tram the former Soviet Union, says 
Netanyahu hopes Georgian President Eduard Shevardnadze will 
join him in a broadcast to Israel on their friendship. Netanyahu 
spokesman AViv Bushinsky rejected the accusations, which he 
said were ’‘spread... to sabotage the visit of the prime minister, 
who is going to meet heads of state and government and sign 
a security accord with Ukraine." 


BEIRUT (DPA) — The head of 
the Lebanese national resis- 
tance group “Hizbollah " said 
Friday Israel should withdraw 
from southern Lebanon without 
any security guarantees or con- 
tinue to suffer casualties among 
the ranks oFits army. 

Sheik Hassan Nasrallah, in 
remar ks published Friday in the 
French-language Lebanese mag- 
azine Revue du Liban, said, 
"Israel has two choices: Either 
to sray and suffer more losses 
among irs human life... or with- 
draw without any conditions." 

The Hizbollah chief predicted 
that Israel will “withdraw from 


Lebanon sooner or later with- 
out any guarantees.” 

Israel has offered to with- 
draw from Lebanon in exchange 
for Lebanese security guaran- 
tees for the border. 

But Lebanon and Syria have 
refused the Israeli proposal, 
saying the Jewish state should 
abide by UN resolution 425 
which calls for an immediate 
and unconditional withdrawal 
of Israeli troops from southern 
Lebanon. 

Nasraliah refused to rule out 
new Hizbollah attacks on Israel 
should Israeli forces pull out of 
Lebanon. 


"Let Israel withdraw lirst ami tr ou|JS to push thelnri*. 
then we II sue, he added. to withdraw frnm i eVwhst,tt 

Hizbollah is spearheading a “security zone" 
guerrilla warfare against Israeli southern Lebanon in m ‘ ! 

ISRAELI JETS BLAST SOUTH 
LEBANON TARGETS 

NABATIYEH, Lebanon (R) — Israeli warplanes raided suskmm 
national resistance guerrilla targets in two areas borderinVl 
Jewish state's south Lebanon occupation zone on Friday swurm 
sources said. 9 

The planes fired two rockets at Mazraat Iqmata in tqlunjy 
Toufah near the southern town of Nabatiyeh, they said. 

Earlier, security sources said Israeli jets rocketed the ate 
between Abu Rashed in the Bekaa Valley and Qatranah, which to 
inside the 15-kilometer deep occupied strip. 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libya's agree- 
ment on Friday to hand over 
two Libyan suspects in the 
Lockerbie bombing(see story 
on front page) follows a 
decade-long effort by the 
United States and Britain to 
track down and bring the cul- 
prits to justice. 

The following is a chronology 
of developments since the 
bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, on 
Dec. 21, 1988, which killed all 
259 passengers and crew on 
board and 1 1 on tile ground. 

1991 

Nov. 13: Britain and the 
United States charge two 
Libyan agents, Abdul Baset Ali 
Mohammad Al Megrahi and Al 
Amine Khalifa Fhimah. with the 
bombing. 

Nov. 18: Libya opens an offi- 
cial Inquiry into the men's 
responsibility. 

Nov. 27: Britain and the 
United States ask for the two 
men to be extradited. 

1992 

Jan. 21: UN Resolution 731 
calls on Libya to collaborate 
with international investiga- 
tors. 

Feb. 18: Libya claims that 
under international law sus- 
pects cannot be extradited to 
the country where they are 
charged with committing a 
crime, as they would be unable 
to receive a fair trial. 

March 3: Libya applies to the 
International Court of Justice 
for a holding judgment on 
extradition pending a judgment 
on the substance of the 
charges. It accuses London and 
Washington of breaching the 
1971 Montreal Convention on 
procedures regarding illegal 
acts committed in civil aviation. 

March 31j UN Resolution 748 
imposes an air and arms embar- 
go on Libya to pressure it to 
extradite the men. . . 


TORTUOUS 10 YEARS TO BRING 
LOCKERBIE BOMBERS TO TRIAL 


April 14: The ICJ rejeers the 
initial Libyan application. 

June 24: Libya calls for a “fair 
and honest" tribunal to be cre- 
ated by joint agreement of the 
United Nations and the Arab 
League. 

1993 

Dec. Is Further UN sanctions, 
including the freezing of Libyan 
assets in foreign banks and an 
embargo on oil industry-related 
equipment, are imposed. 

1994 

Jan. 29: Libya maintains its 
refusal to hand over the two 
suspects. 

1995 

Jan. 24: British MPs call for a 
new inquiry after the publica- 
tion of US intelligence service 
documents suggesting that Iran 
and not Libya was behind the 
bombing. 

1997 

Oct. 13: Hearings at the IQ 
begin. 

Oct. 15: Washington argues 
that if the ICJ accepts the 
Libyan application, the authori- 
ty and effectiveness oF the 
Security Council would be com- 
promised. 

1998 

Feb. 27: The IQ announces it 
is competent to hear the Libyan 
application, effectively overrul- 
ing the Security Council. Libya 
claims the UN embargo is there- 
fore "null and void." 

July 9: Egyptian President 
Hosnl Mubarak becomes the 
first foreign leader to visit 
TVipoll with UN permission. 

July 21: London and 

Washington indicate they 

would be prepared to consider 
the possibility of having the 
two Libyan suspects tried in a 
third country, such as the 
Netherlands, under,. Scottish, 
law, in' line with Libya's lopg-,: 


standing claim rhat it would 
accept such an arrangement. 

Aug. 24: London and 

Washington make a formal offer 
to Libya for a trial of the two 
suspects in the Netherlands 
under Scottish law. US 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright warns "the plan the US 
and the UK are putting forward 
is a take-ir-or-leave-it proposal. 
It is not subject to negotiation 
or change.” 

Aug. 26: Libya accepts the 
US-British proposal with the 
reservation thar the offer be 
unconditional and calls for a 
lifting of sanctions. 

Aug. 27: Libyan President 
Moainmar Qadliafi insists on 
“guarantees" before flu* sus- 
pects are handed over to Durch 
authorities. 

The Security Council unani- 
mously adopts Resolution 1192 
providing for the suspension of 
Libya sanctions once the two 
suspects arrive in the 
Netherlands for trial, 

Aug. 29: Qadliafi says Libya 
should participate in organizing 
the trial and Insists that if con- 
victed, the suspects be impris- 
oned in the Netherlands or 
Libya, 

Sept. 18: The Netherlands 
and Britain sign ah accord 
allowing the trial to be held at 
Camp Zeist near the 
Soesterberg air base in the 
Netherlands. 

Oct. 29: UN Security Council 
extends the Libya sanctions by 
four months. 

Dec. 5: UN Secretary General 
Kofi Annan meets Qadliafi, and 
says a deal is within reach. 

Dec. 15: Libya's parliament, 
the People's Congress, accepts 
a trial In a neutral country and 
calls for all obstacles to be 
removed for it to take place as ■ 
soon as possible. 

Die. ,21s United States and 
Britain .set end of February for 
handover of suspects. . \- 


1999 

Jan. 3: British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair appeals to South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela to help broker a deal 
with Libya. 

Jan. 12: Qadliafi meets Saudi 
and South African envoys a 
discuss impasse. 

Feb. 3: Saudi envoy Prince 
Bandar Ben Sultan holds further 
secret talks in Tripoli to try to 
secure a deal. 

Feb. 12: Brirain offers to sir- 
tion UN monitors inside 
Scottish prison where suspects 
would serve sentences if con- 
victed. 

Feb. 13: Libya agrees that 
suspects could serve terms in 
Scotland if convicted. 

Annan starts drafting agree- 
ment with Washington and 
London, providing for suspen- 
sion of sanctions as soon as 
suspects handed over. 

Feb. 17: Annan writes to 
Qadhafi, outlining compromise 
agreement offering to suspend 
sanctions on handover, and lift 
them completely 90 days later. 

Feb. 22: Libya responds w 
letter requesting more clarifica- 
tions. 

Feb. 23: Annan meets Saudi 
and South African mediators hi 
Washington to discuss furtber 

strategy. . < 

Feb. 26: Security Cotjfldl bus 
to lift sanctions at;'|i«uiliie 
review meeting. • ■ ; v : ';.V 

US and Britain. .,s«T 

month's deadline for 
Feb. 27: Ubya rejerts 

March 0: Qttdhafi-^-JP' 
few small quest idns’hfjg^., 
before , full 

Lockerbie affair. :■ ■* . ! "j|S| 
March IS; Mandela 
.Libya to discuss lotffifotlaal 
Qadhafi. 

; . Match, . 19; 

Libyan parliament sU5p«OTB 

be handed, oyec'.tq, 

April;, i\\; for 
, Netherlands. 


i. h a . , 
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ARAFAT IS WILLING TO FIGHT 
IF STATEHOOD IS CHALLENGED 


gAMAUAH (AP) - Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat said 
Friday he is not Intimidated by 
Israel's military might and will 
ate up arms if Israel tries to 
prevent the creation of a 
Palestinian state by force. 

-We are ready to continue 
with the intifada if anyone will 
ay to prevent us from declaring 
our Independent state with 
Jerusalem as its capital," Arafat 
said. 

The intifada refers to the 
eight-year Palestinian uprising 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
against Israeli occupation 
which ended with the signing 
of die Oslo accords. 

Arafat said- he has already 
won assurances from the Non- 


Aligned Movement and Arab 
states that they will recognize a 
Palestinian state in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The Palestinian leader initial- 
ly said he would declare state- 
hood on May 4, the end of the 
five-year interim period of 
Palestinian autonomy. Israel's 
hardline prime minister, 
Benjamin Netanyahu has said 
he would annex parts of the 
West Bank and Gaza if Arafat 
forges ahead on statehood. 

Israel's army has developed a 
contingency plan, codenamed 
“Field of Thoms," under which 
troops would protect Jewish 
settlements and retake 
Palestinian cities In the event of 
armed conflict between Israeli 


ISRAELI EXPLOSIVES INJURE 
THREE PALESTINIAN BOYS 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Three Palestinian boys were badly injured 
Friday by explosives left behind in a military training area for 
the Israeli occupying forces in the West Bank, the Israeli army 
said. 

The incident occurred outside the Palestinian village of 
Ramis, near the line between Israel and the Wesr Bank and 
about 20 kilometers east of Tel Aviv. 

The army said the place where the boys were wounded is a 
military training area, and signs are posted forbidding entry. 

An army spokesman said that at the end of an exercise there 
several weeks ago. soldiers searched the area for explosives. 
After the blast, the three boys were brought to Tel Aviv's Tel 
Hashomer hospital. 

Dr. Ittamar Avigad, director of the hospital's pediatric 
surgery department, said one of the children. Walid Wahadan, 
12, lost a hand in the blast and was in critical condition. 

His brother Fathi, 1 1 , was being treated for multiple shrap- 
nel wounds. 

A third child, Ali Wahadan, 11, the brothers' cousin, was 
transferred to nearby Schneider Children's Hospital for 
surgery, said spokeswoman Merav Matarasso, who described 
his condition as serious but stable. 


troops and Arafat's security 
forces. 

Arafat said Friday that the 
army drills did not impress him. 

“We are not intimidated or 
frightened by the Field of 
Thoms operation. Not us, not 
us, not us," Arafat told 500 
cheering loyalists from his 
Fatah movement. “We started 
the best revolution in recent 
history." 

The Palestinian leader said 
his security forces would fight 
back if the Israelis tried to reoc- 
cupy Palestinian cities. 

Referring to the 1968 battle 
between PLO guerrillas and 
Israeli troops in the Jordanian 
border town of Karameh, he 
said: "The PLO is willing to have 
Karameh battles every day if 

EL AL CANCELS TWO 

FLIGHTS TO TURKEY 
OVER 'SECURITY' FEARS 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The Israeli 
national airline El Al has cancelled 
two flights to and from TUrkey on 
Friday on "security grounds" for 
fear of terrorist attacks, a compa- 
ny spokesman said. The measures 
concern a flight scheduled Friday 
morning to Istanbul and a return 
lstanbiil-Tel Aviv flight in the 
afternoon. The company said that 
in future it would decide on a 
day-to-day basis whether ro main- 
tain or cancel flights to TUrkey, 
according to how the situation 
there evolved. 

ISRAELI STABBED 
IN BAST JERUSALEM 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — An 
Israeli youth was stabbed in the 
chest by a suspected Palestinian 
assailant on Friday in Arab East 
Jerusalem, Israeli police said. 

A police statement said the 14- 
year-old Israeli arrived home with 
chest wounds, saying he was 
stabbed by an Arab youth near a 
gate to the walled Old City of 
Jerusalem. 


anyone tries to diminish the 
declaration of an independent 
Palestinian state." 

President AraFat was address- 
ing a Fatah conference held 
under the slogan of Al Karama 
Conference - a reference to the 
Karama battle in Jordan, the' 
31st anniversary of which is 
March 21 , in the West Bank city 
ofRamallah Friday. 

Arafat told the conference 
that the Palestinians scored a 
victory against the Israeli sol- 
diers who crossed the Jordan 
River to route out the PLO 
guerrillas based in the East 
Bank of the River. 

He stressed that the victory 
at Karama is an Indication that 
the Palestinians can do it again 
and that "nothing can scare us.” 







av'p etioiL*. 


President Arafat flashes Iho "V" sign during his meeting with »crr,o 
3,000 members of his Fatah Movement In this West BanF town 
Ramullah Yesterday. 


HUSSEIN I, ASHRAWI AND ABU ZIAD 
STRIPPED FROM VIP PASSES 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel and the Palestinians are 
involved in a fierce struggle over Jerusalem less 
than two months ahead of Israeli general elec- 
tions and the possible declaration of a Palestinian 
state. 

In the latest skirmish. Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu's government took a swipe Thursday 
at three Palestinian officials for greeting foreign 
diplomats at Orient House, the Palestine 
Liberation Organization's headquarters in Arab 
east Jerusalem. 

Israel stripped Faisal Husseini, the top 
Palestinian official in Arab east Jerusalem; Ziad 
Abu Ziad, a Palestinian minister without portfolio; 
and Hanan Ashrawi. a member of the Palestinian 
legislative council, of their VIP passes. 

The passes enable Palestinian officials to pass 
through Israeli military roadblocks on the West 
Bank and the edge of Jerusalem with relative ease. 

Husseini said Friday that he would “not change 
one iota of his activities in Jerusalem.” 

“There is no reason why Palestinians should 
suffer from the Israeli election campaign,” he told 
Israeli radio in a reference to Netanyahu's cam- 
paign claims that he is the only one capable of 
“defending” Jerusalem. 


Abu Ziad decried “the escalation" in tension by 
the Jewish state. 

A Palestinian National Authority (PNAJ official, 
who asked not to be identified, said: “These steps 
will never change the fact that east Jerusalem, the 
future capital or the Palestinian state, is occupied 
by Israel." 

Israeli security sources were also critical of the 
sanctions imposed by Netanyahu. They were 
quoted by the newspaper Ha'aretz as calling the 
removal of the passes a "pointless provocation." 

The sources were also critical of the timing of 
the decision. 

They said it came just as the PNA was increas- 
ing its efforts to prevent anti- Israeli violence by 
the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas) and 
Islamic Jihad ahead of the May 17 elections. 

Ehud Barak, chief of the opposition Labor Party 
and a leading contender in the prime ministerial 
race, reminded voters that Netanyahu “had 
announced before he was elected in 1996 that lie 
would close Orient House but never did anything 
about it." 

Israel maintains that the Palestinians cannot 
carry out diplomatic and political activities in Its 
capital. 



CLINTON CALLS ON ISRAEL 
TO 'TAKE RISKS FOR PEACE' 


At* Plirtt' 1 


resident Clinton sets down the Shalom Chaver Award lor International 
L c 1 adersl,i P alter it was presented to hint by the widow of Israeli Primc- 
A Rail In during a terernony at the White House, Thurst ciy. 

Iphoto ot Rubin is the projerted in baclcy round. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — President Bill 
Clinton called on Israel to "take risks 
for peace," during a White House cere- 
mony commemorating the late Israeli 
premier Yitzhak Rabin. 

"If Israel takes risks for peace the 
United States wilf do everything- in Its 
power to minimize those risks. 1 and 
advance . that cause/" Clinton said 
Thursday as Robin's Widow and daugh- 
ter looked pn. - 

Former. Israeli 'dererise minister-, and 

prime ministerial 4 candidate Yitzhak 
Mordechai also attended-thi ceremony, 
during which Clintonalsq’re.memb^red 
the late 1 Kingjiusselh of jorejep. 

•; “The struggle for ; pe^ce ,cdntihues 
! and wejmhst cqnrinue ft in' the Middle , 
East^ Clinton said. "beckuse every.day- 
we dela!y the process of peace strength- 
ens the, extremists and: supports- [their 
/vjolentdesigns/'i / : i". \ .vs' 


US officials downplayed Clinton’s 
encounter with Mordechai, saying it 
lasted for only a few minutes, it took 
place in a room frill of people and 
occurred at all only : because both men 
knew each other from marathon 
Middle East peace talks held near here 

last autumn. . 

But! Mordechai, currently running in 
third place In the Israeli elections 
scheduled for May 17. said he and 
;Cllnton discussed a mimbef bf.Mfddle 
East issues including the peace process! 

' questions on Syria arid Lebanon arid 

. other "strateg1c" niatters; - {; ;• 

■ Helsaid heiwas also' planned to, hieet 

K Cllnto'rtV national . security adviser. , 
If. Sandy Bergeh' and - Hoped -to.' rivset'US 

■ .Secretqw of Stgtie Madeline ^lb right. [■ 

; \ |The- State Department said .. there 
^ ware hO pi arts for brighter any, othef 
.‘‘•US goverfimerit6]ffic1al to hqfde formal 


meeting with Mqidechai, and down- 
played his exchange with Clinton. - 

"Mordechai participated in an event, 
at the White House, there were a lot of 
people there, there was no separate 
meeting with Mordechai," a State 
Department' official told AFP. 

Dennis Ross, the US special envoy for 
the Middle Oast, also said there Were 
no meetings scheduled between' LlS 1 
^.officials and Mordechai. i 
V,. But, he added, ''clearly ribw that 
; Everybody is here; there ls ^ehance far ; 

, people W> speak." ; '.'V-i •y-v' 

• «: Mordedial \yas fired py Israeli Friirie- 
. MipIsteirV Behjrimlh ■ . / tanynhfr ' last- 
;. mputh , Siioitiya ft erwa ids; he quit.tne^ 
rujirig. patty Jo ;foi;m the Center 

jar^y ami' 

; ^the-prtmierahi[i. ' ; .y ■ : :j ' : ! ; J 
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INTERNATIONAL NEW! 


SAUDI BORDER WITHOUT PERMISSION 

Kina Fahd orders to cover all their exoenses 


ARAR, Saudi Arabia (AP) — Jraqi officials led busloads of Iraqi 
Muslim pilgrims through lightly guarded Saudi checkpoints 
without permission Friday, pressuring the Saudis into aiding 
them on their holy journey to Islam’s most sacred sites. 

. With many calling out "Allahu Akbarl” or *'God is Great,” 
more than 18,000 Muslims, most of them women and elderly, 
Crossed into Saudi Arabia In nearly 400 buses and trucks. The 
dozen or so Saudi border guards stepped back as the buses 
rolled through, 

The Iraqi pilgrims, who were led by senior Iraqi officials, 
drove through two checkpoints and did not stop until they 
reached the Saudi border town of Aiar. 

“I don't know what to say. I am so happy that I want to cry,” 
Hajj Jalil Jabr said. 

About six hours after their unexpected arrival, the official 
Saudi Press Agency reported that King Fahd has ordered all of 
the pilgrims be allowed in. The kingdom would cover all of 
their expenses, SPA said, citing Interior Minister Prince Nayef. 

Meanwhile. Saudi authorities at King Abdul Aziz 
International Airport in Jeddah finished Interrogating the crew 
of an Iraqi airplane that arrived Thursday with 124 pilgrims in 
violation of UN sanctions on Iraq banning international air 
travel. The plane left for Iraq later Friday, according to Saudi 
officials. 


■ ft 




r 'iu 




Coaches for os far as the eye can see, as »he convoy of Iraqi pilgrims moves along inside Iraqi ter- 
ritory on the way to Hie Saudi border Friday. Buses and trucks made their way on into Saudi ter- 
ntones. The limousine of the Iraqi official Muhsen Farhood Led Iraqi pilgrims into Saudi Arabia. 


US, BRITISH AIR STRIKES TARGET 
IRAQI RADAR, COMMUNICATIONS SITES 


40 KILLED, IN SOMALI CAPITAL 




WASHINGTON (AFP) — US and British war- 
planes attacked Iraqi military radar and 
communications sites Friday after Iraqi air- 
craft entered the no-fly zone over southern 
Iraq, the US military said. 

the strikes were carried out by US Air 
Force F-I6CG Fighting Falcons and British 


Royal Air FoYce GR-1 Tornadoes enforcing 
the no-fly zone, the US Central Command 
said in a statement from its Tampa, Florida 
headquarters. 

“Tlie strikes were in response to Iraqi air- 
craft violations of the southern no-fly 
zone," the statement said. . 

A spokesman for the command said a 


pair of Iraqi MiG-23 lighters crossed the 
33rd parallel, the northern boundary of the 
no-fly zone. 

The fighters hit a military radar site near 
Shuaybah 464 kilometers and a communi- 
cations site near Muzalbah about 370 kilo- 
meters southeast of Baghdad, the com- 
mand said. 



MOGADISHU (AFP) — At least 40 people were killed and 70 
wounded Friday as rival militiamen clashed in northern 
Mogadishu, while gunmen looted and torched their enemies’ 
property, journalists and witnesses told AFP. 

The fighting was mainly between Da'ud fighters of warlord 
Musa Sudi Yalahow and the forces of Galmah, supporting 
Mogadishu Governor Hussein Ali Ahmad. 

Gunmen looted and torched the houses of their rivals, journal- 
ists on the spot said. 

The governor's house was partially burned after Yalahow's gun- 
men looted all the valuables inside, journalists and witnesses said. 

Seven people, including the governor’s secretary, Mahammad 
Mahmoud Mohammad, better known as , ‘3-M’’, were killed and 
their bodies left in the governor's abandoned house. 

Other looted houses included that of north Mogadishu top fac- 
tion official. Hussein Alunad "Kadare” and that of former Islamic 
Court chairman Sheik Ali Sheik Mohmoud. 

Yalahow fled his own house, which is next door, to the gover- 
nor's, when it was targeted by mortar and artillery when lighting 
flared up Thursday af ter several days of lull. 

Hundreds of families fled north Mogadishu to relatively peace- 
ful areas of the city. 

The fighting was also taking place on the outskirts of north 
Mogadishu between the same sub-dans. 

Medical sources said that at least 32 wounded people were 
admitted at Kaisuney hospital in north Mogadishu on Fridayjnom- 
ing. 

Observers here believe that the hostilities result frdni disputes 
over the establishment of the joint Mogadishu administration set 
up last August by warlords Ali Mahdi Mohammad, Hussein 
Mohammad Aidld and Mohammad QanyHF5 Afrah, : ; 

The deal was rejected by Yalahow and three other w^oras 
belonging to tM Hawiye dans. . .. . - : 

Supporters of the governor on Friday accused another 
lord, Osman Hassan Ali ’’Atto." of supplying weapons to 

Some 3,000 policemen trained by. the Mogadishu qdnlinW^' 
tion to fight bandits and protect the administmdon.iWItli'm^ 
from Egypt and Libya, did not join the battle in supportofth^gQr, 
erpor. \ ijr ■ 

Aididanci Qanyare. who are part of thejolrtt admjnlstrado^^ - 
stayed pway frofn the flight. Their supporters . 

welcomed people displaced by; the figliijng |f| trie ■/ 


EUROPEAN CRISIS: 
SCHROEDER RISES 
f0 THE CHALLENGE 


PEACE TALKS COLLAPSE, OSCE 
BEGINS KOSOVO PULLOUT 




THE german chancellor. 

Gerhari Schroeder, ended his 
today whirlwind tour of 16 
gjflpean cities (Brussels twice) in 

^yesterday where he will hold 

fluoal talks with French leaders 
Zed at halting the European Union’s credibility crisis and sal- 
his government's battered reputation. Confronted by the 
E challenge of his career as a national and European leader, 
Seder arrived in Paris late last night after conferring with 
ftxnnmese. Spanish and Luxembourg leaders on how to dig the EU 
out of the doldrums, install a new team in Brussels and fashion a 
deal on ELI finances, all at next week’s summit in Berlin. 

delations between Bonn and Paris, although central to die EU's 
fortunes have seldom been as bad-tempered as in recent weeks 
md Schroeder will need to deploy all his considerable guile and 
dam today to glimpse the outlines of a settlement acceptable to 
ji J5 members next week. 

Although the German presidency s plans to overhaul the EU bud- 
get me overshadowed by the need to agree on a team to replace die 
fenced European Commission, the chancellor is determined to 
at agreement next week on a new EU financial dispensation. 
hyhta Fischer, the German foreign minister and acting chancel- 
' tor in Schroeder 's absence, told the parliament in Bonn yesterday 
! diatthebudget proposals represented “the biggest financial reform 
i 'in (he EU's history”. Like Schroeder, Fischer insisted that the EU 
! food a colossal test of Its capacity to act, a test that it must nor fail. 

| h Madrid yesterday, Schroeder said there would be no German 
i candidate to replace Jacques Santer as head of the commission, 

| i jiKhittg all speculadon diar his predecessor, Helmut Kohl, could fill 
i drt gap, Schroeder said the new Brussels chief should be decided at 
j next week's summit “or immediately after it", signalling that the 
| two-day summit could be extended. 

While the chancellor plays referee and declines to name his pre- 
wired replacement Tor Santer, Fischer made plain yesterday that the 
German government wanted a new commission installed swiftly. 
Hie commission president should be appointed “as quickly as pos- 
siMe" and should then oversee the composition ol the other com- 
missioners, he said. “I don't see any sense in appointing a commis- 
sion that would only be in office until the end of the year, he 
added, making it plain that the team should be appointed for a full 
fiveyear term. 

in Madrid, however, the Spanish prime minister, Jose Maria Aznar, 
told Schroeder that no commission should be installed until after 
the European Parliament elections in June. 

Various EU governments’ suggestions for candidates and timings 
of appointments have left Schroeder with a daunting mediation 


Hie Portuguese prime minister, Antonio Guterres, tipped by 
»me as Santer's replacement, appeared to rule himself out of the 
miming after seeing Schroeder in Lisbon, by stating he felt himself 
“indispensable"- to Portuguese politics. 

Romano Prodl, the former Italian prime minister, and Wim Kok. 
ihe Dutch prime minister, remain tire mostly hotly-ripped candi- 
dates for president. Schroeder rates Kok highly, and yesterday the 
Swedish prime minister, Goran Persson, singled out Kok for praise. 
"He has a good reputation and many see him as the most important 
HMesman in Europe after the departure of Kohl," he said. His is a 
very good name. A good social democrat, with trades union expe- 
™sire." Pereson declined to say explicitly that he wanted Kok to 
re place Santer, but he said he had already agreed on a name with 
thee other EU heads of government. 

By Ian Tlraynor In Bonn 


RESCUERS SEARCH FOR 
MISSING CARGO PLANE 
ON COLOMBIAN BORDER 


BOGOTA (AFP) , — Colombian and Venezuela rescue teams were 
marching Friday For a missing cargo plane, with six people aboard, 
"*®Civil Aeronautical Agency said here. 

DC-3, belonging to the Colombian carrier Alianza, disap- 
Thursday en route from Cucuta to Yopal in Colombia, 
lb last reported sighting was 'at the Santodomingo airport, close 
* Venezuelan town of San Cristobal, minutes after It took off 
Cucuta, according to official sources. . 

flight normally takes about an hour and planes frequently have 
!? cross into Venezuelan air space for the Journey, the official from 
jnilo Diaz airport in Cucuta said. 

in addition to the pilot, Yuri Alvarez, the plane was caning nve 
, ple Including two children, officials said. '. , ’ [ 

twas also transporting cargo for the suite oil group EcopetrQl. 


Paris. . Pristina (dpa) — 
Observers of the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) prepared to 
leave Kosovo Friday after the 
peace conference in Paris was 
earlier in the day adjourned. 

After an indefinite adjourn- 
ment was declared, the Contact 
Group warned that the talks 
would only resume if the 
Serbian delegates were pre- 
pared to sign the peace agree- 
ment for the troubled province. 

Britain and the United States 
advised their citizens in 
Yugoslavia to leave the country 
as the possibility or NATO air 
strikes over the Kosovo crisis 
heightened. They warned that 
British U.S. citizens could be 
singled out for retribution ir air 
strikes did occur. 

A statement by the talks co- 
chairmen. French Foreign 
Minister Hubert Vedrine and 
British Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook, said: “The negotiations 
are adjourned. The talks will 
not resume unless the Serbs 
express their acceptance or the 
accord." 

Verde and Cook said Belgrade 
should use the adjournment as 
an opportunity to sign the deal 
rather than ns a chance to beef 
lip its forces on the ground in 
Kosovo. How much time the 
government in Belgrade will be 
given was not clear. 

The adjournment came a day 
after the Kosovar Albanians 
signed the peace agreement. 
The Serbs refused to sign 
because they object to a NATO- 
led international peacekeeping 
force being deployed in the 
province. 

Reporters in Pristina said 
vehicles were leaving the OSCE 
headquarters laden with techni- 
cal equipment and office fit- 
tings and heading in the direc- 
tion of Macedonia. 

The OSCE said the head of 
the observer team, William 
Walker, told staffin a speech at 
the Pristina bureau: “What 
comes next could be that the 
situation gets worse before it 
gets better.” 

The evacuation of all 1,380 
monitors was ordered by OSCE 
chairman Knut Vollebaek on 
Friday. He said all observers 
must be out of Kosovo by 
i Saturday. 

[, In Bucharest, ‘the foreign mlri-, 
isters of Romania, Bulgaria, 
Macedonia, 1 Greece and Turkey 
called fot an end to. the fighting 
% in Kosovo and urged Belgrade 
W to- sign, the Rambouillef, pear* 
agreement, '..'v- ... i-.-i- ' 
Yugoslav 7 army and . Serb 
‘ police; units- clashed . with 
, e : Kosovo Ll|>e(atibn Array 
l L : ; oh: - Friday: ' hear the 

! r Yugoslav - ■ border ' 1 “ wltli 





Shemsie Gashi, Ihe 9 year-old daughter o« killed Kosovo 
Liberation Army (KLA) tighter Agim B. Gashi weeps at his funeral 
in the Kosovo village of Damanek 49 kms from Prist inajresterday. 


Macedonia. Serb state televi- 
sion reported. It said the clash 
happened when the KLA 
attacked the police and army. 
There was no indication if casu- 
alties were sustained. 
Skirmishes were also reported 
in the southwest of Kosovo. 

The U.S. State Department 
reported alarming signs on the 
ground in Kosovo. Serb forces 
had stationed tanks and con- 
crete barriers near an airfield. 

A State Department 
spokesman said the move 
appeared to be aimed at pre- 
venting the evacuation of the 
multi-national , Kosovo 
Verification Mission (KVM), a 
1,200-man force which would 
be taken out before, any NATO 
air strikes were launched, : 

‘■■ The Serbs have also recently 
mihed roads and bridges leap- 
Ing inti) and but of the province, 
:..a Pentagon spokesman said. 

The Pentagon warned that 
; uyugoslav military forces possess 

a' “highly ; integrated" . and 
- “robust? air defense, system that 
: fjoies a distinct danger to NATO 


aircraft if push comes to shove 
in the Balkans. I 

The defense arsenal that 
would confront NATO air strikes 
includes low, medium and higli- 
aititude anti-aircraft missile bat- 
teries, shoulder-fired missiles 
and more than 2,000 anti- air- 
craft artillery pieces. 

Pentagon spokesman 

Kenneth Bacon said nearly 400 
NATO aircraft, half of them 
American, were ready for 
action. In addition, there were 
six U.S. ships and one British 
submarine in the region that 
were armed with cruise mis- 
siles. which could spearhead an 
attack ”at any time" once the 
ord er was given by NATO 
Secretary General Javier SqLana. 

Among aircraft ready For air 
operations; were a dozen, F-.U7 
- stealth fighters deployed in 
.; Italy and six -long-range B-52 . 

bombers sept tq Britain fn)m 
' U.S. bases.^The B*52s can als6 1 
- carry cruise mlMileSi. as they did, 
in . the, opening . ; round , ;■ bf 
: December's' bperfttipn DeieiT 
Fox against Ifaq. ~y :• ■ > 


Bacon said a bombing cam- 
paign would be graduated and 
escalated, indicating more 
forces may be deployed in the 
region. Amid the mounting ten- 
sions. U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright blamed the 
stalemate on Belgrade, saying, 

"the Serbs have gone back- 
wards." 

Albright said the fact that the 
Serbs have been building up 
their security forces in or near 
Kosovo was a violation of the 
commitments they made last 
October, and repeated her 
warning to President Slobodan 
Milosevic that the Serbs, alone, 
bear the consequences of what 
will happen now. 

German Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder and French President 
Jacques Chirac on- Friday Valsb 
blamed , Milosevic - /or 
impasse at the Kc^qVo "pfeace , : 
talks; Schroeder held_talKSVvith 
■ . thfrar and French/ Prime • 

; . Ivlin is ter ; Lionel Josplii in Paris ( • . 
' ■' frid^.-;^dd\qf next :yreek>-. 

‘ ; -lEutojj'i&jati ■> Union' . .summit : 

Wrlin i ; - v" 
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BLAST IN RUSSIAN MARKET 
KILLS MORE THAN 60 


MOSCOW (R) — A powerful blast in a 
crowded market in the southern Russian 
city of Vladikavkaz killed more than 60 peo- 
ple and wounded about 100 on Friday in 
what officials said was a bomb attack. 

"The explosion was in the place where 
they sell potatoes. There are a lot of dead 
people there," a spokesman for Russia's 
Emergencies Ministry said by telephone. 

Television pictures showed the blood- 
stained wreckage of market stalls strewn 
with bodies, amid heaps of potatoes and 
clothing. Paramedics wheeled wounded 
victims on market pushcarts into waiting 
ambulances. No one claimed responsibility 
for the blast. 

Lev Dzugayev, press secretary for region- 
al government head Alexander Dzasokhov, 
said by telephone from Vladikavkaz that 


rhe blast was caused by a bomb. 

"It happened at a time when rhere were 
very many people at the market,” he said. 

President Boris Yeltsin, premier Yevgeny 
Primakov and Russian Orthodox Church 
Patriarch Alexiy II sent Dzasokhov 
telegrams expressing their sorrow with 
pledges to punish those behind what they 
called a “terrorist act". 

Vladikavkaz, capital of the North Ossetia 
region, is about 50 km from breakaway 
Chechnya. 

Chechnya's 21 -month war of indepen- 
dence with Moscow ended in 1996 but it 
and neighboring provinces remain volatile. 
Chechen leader Aslan Maskhadov is expect- 
ed to meet Primakov at an undisclosed 
location in the next few days. 

Yeltsin ordered Primakov to investigate 


the incident mid dispatched Interior 
Minister Sergei Stepashin and Federal 
Security Service chief Vladimir Putin to die 
site for “the most thorough investigation'', 
the telegram said. 

The emergency ward of n local hospital 
was flooded with victims mostly wounded 
by shrapnel, a doctor said... We have had to 
amputate limbs,” the doctor added in 
footage obtained by Reuters television. 

The region is awash with weapons and 
kidnappings hnd other violent crimes are 
often reported in and around Chechnya. 

Vladikavkaz was itself the scene of clash- 
es in 1991-92 between ethnic Ossetians 
and ethnic Ingush, tens of thousands of 
whom were driven from their homes and 
have never been able to rerurn. 


SCHROEDER MEETS IRISH PM 


DUBLIN (R) — German 

Chancellor Gerhard Schroedcr 
arrived in Ireland Late on Friday 
for talks with Irish Prime 
Minister Bertie Ahern in the 
final stop of a quick tour of 
European Union capitals. 
Schroedcr, who earlier in the 
day met French President 
Jacques Chirac in Paris and out- 


going European Commission 
President Jacques Santer in 
Brussels, was met by Ahern at 
Government Buildings in cen- 
tral Dublin. 

Neither leader spoke to 
reporters as they left to begin 
their talks, which were expect- 
ed to focus on this week's mass 
resignation of the European 


Commission and the prospects 
for an agreement on agricultur- 
al policy reform. Schroeder, 
whose country is European 
Union president at present, said 
in Paris he was confident a deal 
could be reached on farm 
reform at a summit in Berlin 
next week, which will deal with 
EU funding for 2000-2006. 


Schroedcr said in Paris he 
and Chirac had discussed possi- 
ble candidates for a new 
Commission president but had 
agreed not to make rheir 
thoughts public. In Brussels. 
Schroeder said EU leaders 
wanted a quick solution to the 
crisis caused by the 
Commission's resignation. 



w iA. 
- f Z:‘ 


A local farmer visits the tomb of Candida Ponce 12 March 1999 at the mud-submerged 
cemetery of the small Honduran town of Morolica, near the border with Nicaragua, more 
than four months after most off the town was destroyed when the nearby Texiguat and 
Choluteca Rivers overran their hanks during the passage of Hurricane Mitch. The mud 
and debris that settled after the flooding waters withdrew literally buried the town. 





Britain's Queen Elizabeth II presents a 
new Sovereign's Banner to cadets of 
Sandhurst Royal Military Academy, at 
Buckingham Palace yesterday. 


CLINTON DEFENDS CHINA POLICY, 
REPORTS NO NEW BREACHES 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — President Bill Clintun defended his admin- 
istration's response to early warnings China may have stolen US 
weapons technology and said engaging Beijing had served US 
interests. 

“I am conlidem that we in the White House have done what we 
should,” Clinton told a news conference, adding that US officials 
were moving “aggressively” to tighten security ar US nuclear labs. 

"I don't believe we can ever afford to be under any illusions 
about our relationship with China or any other country," Clirtion 
said. 

Responding to a chorus (if calls for a broad reassessment of 
Clinton's policy of engagement with China, he added that I 
believe the course I have followed is the best one" for US inter- 
ests. 

Republicans in Congress have sharply criticized the administra- 
tion for what they regard as foot-dragging after warnings as early as 
1996 that China may have stolen US nuclear weapons technology- 

COLOMBIAN SELLS 
DAUGHTER FOR LESS 
THAN $200 

l 

BOGOTA (Reuters) — A Judge In the Colombian town of Pfaneta 
Rica, or Rich Planet, angered Jocal residents by freeing ^ 
who were jailed after one sold his teenage daughter to the o 
for about S200, a newspaper reported on Friday. , . ■ , 

A report in Bogota's El Espectador newspaper said the fa er 
the girl, Marcelino Perez, was arrested earlier this month 3 
with the 60-year-old man who purchased the girl. . ■ • 

The two were freed after a judge in Planeta Rica, In a i run . 
of northern Cordoba province, ruled their detentions Illegal* 

The ruling, which outraged police and local tovvnspeop . ■ . 
based on the fact that nri formal complaint had been nleq ajP 
the men, El Espectador said. It quoted Perez's 12_ y e * r ' 0 . 
ter, Luz Neida, as saying she knew she had been sold in 0 
slavery but that her father deemed the unusual “business _ 
necessary to buy medicine for her ailing mother. ' ■' . . A 
•-> Luz Neida has been turned over to, a family welfate in» 
newspaper said. It -said her sale Had fetched Perez. 

! pesos ($ 1.93), .slightly more than the jibing rate for a mUie.^ 
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' SCHROEDER WARNS AGAINST 
SPECULATION ON NEW EU COMMISSION 


•RUSSELS. PARIS tdpa) — Cerman 
Lcellor Gerhard Schroeder warned m ; 
L els Friday that speculation on who j 
Labe picked as the new president of . 
European Commission could be dam- 

bowing talks in Brussels witli acting 
Commission President Jacques Santer, 
Sthneder stated: ‘'Personnel matters can 
only be solved successfully if one has 
(Mint to maintain silence." For this reason, 
he would not take part in any speculating. 

Medared. . ., 

Earlier In the day. Schroeder had dis- 
tuned the crisis surrounding the European 
Commission and the European Unions 
Agenda 2000 spending reform package 
wfth French officials in Paris ahead of next 
writ's E.U. summit in Berlin. 

Speaking after talks with French 
Pmfdent Jacques Chirac and Prime 
Master Lionel Jospin, Schroeder said the 
Bedin meeting would center on the proce- 
dure for selecting a new E.U. Commission. 
New candidates for the commission are to 
bemjiouhced soon after the summit. The 
emire commission resigned this week after 
an independent committee of expects 
issued a report charging E.U, commission- 
ers of mismanagement and cronyism. 

The German chancellor said he had dis- 
eased the situation following the commis- 
sion’s resignation with Chirac and Jospin, 
but all three had agreed not to name any 
potential candidates. 

Chirac said he and Schroeder had similar 
views on possible candidates. But rhe 
french president stressed that the decision 
on new commissioners had to be taken by 
all 15 E.U. members. 

The German chancellor said there were 


M M 






German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder,left, and French President 
Jacques Chirac joke on the steps of the Elysec Palace after their 
meeting yesterday. _ 


still differences or opinion with France 
over agricultural policy, a view shared by 
Chirac. 

“We will have to work on this on the way 
to Berlin." Schroeder said. He was opti- 
mistic that a compromise amicable to all 
sides could be worked out. 

Schroeder said this meant budgetary 
discipline and spending caps needed to be 
combined with fairness between stronger 
and weaker countries. France was not the 
only E.U. member country insisting that 
changes be made to Agenda 2000, 
Schroeder said. 


Agenda 2000 is a package of major bud- 
get, farm subsidy and development aid 
spending reforms which will set European 
Union (E.U.) spending for the period 2000 
to 2006. 

Germany has set the March 2*1-25 E.U. 
summit as a self-imposed deadline lor 
agreeing the entire package. Next week's 
E.U. summit is being held in- the German 
capital as Germany currently holds the 
European Union's rotating presidency. 

Schroeder is on a week-long tour 
through European capitals ahead of the 
summit. 


HILLARY 
TO TOUR I 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — US First 
Lady Hillary Clinton leaves today 
fora 12-day tour of North Africa 
to campaign for women's rights, 
®np in the Moroccan desert 
and promote US relations with 
the Arab world. 

On her first stop in Egypt, Mrs. 
Qimon will dedicate a new hos- 
N in Cairo, announace a new 
"Wtemal health and pediatric 
Program and discuss family plan- 
ting at a 'clinic in Luxor. 

She will also tour the historic 
Wes of the Citadel and Bab 
^tweila Gate in Cairo, and the 
kmak Temple and the Valley of 
the Kings and Queens in Luxor. 

Jn Tbnisia Thursday, Mrs. 
Union will visit an education 
and training center for youths in 
]knis that also runs a microcred- 
11 Program for business women. 


CLINTON 
M. AFRICA 

She will address women's 
organizations on the work to be 
done to improve women’s rights 
and visit religious sites in 
Kairouan Friday. 

Morocco is the last leg of the 
three-country tour where Mrs. 
Clinton will address an educa- 
tion conference, visit a rural 
health dinic and talk about reli- 
gious tolerance in Marrakesh, 

Mrs. Clinton will also visit Fez 
to Inaugurate a maternity ward 
and visit a USAID-supported low 
income housing site. 

The first lady, who frequently 
campaigns for women’s rights in 
developing countries, will also 
visit historic neighborhoods and 
jnosques and spend the night in 
the Moroccan desert. 

She returns to Washington 
April I . 
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INDIA TESTS NEW ROCKET SYSTEM 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — India successfully test- 
hred a multi-barrel rocket system on Friday 
the eastern state of Orissa, the Press 
ww of India (PT1) said. 

The PTI, quoting official sources, said the 
i'RI three rockets of the "Pinpka" system, 
ca Pable of carrying six rockets, were fired 
'Whin a range of 12 kilometers, and the 
other three with a 6 kilometers range. ■ 

With I r* 


within 44 seconds. Each salvo fired from 
the battery of six launchers can neutralize a . 
target area of 3.9 kilometers at a time, a 

source told the PTI. :■ . ■ 

-The "multi-barrel rocket system was 
developed , four years ago and has been 
restored several times, the last one being, ■ 
on March 5, 1998. \ 

The test-firing iqomes amid postpone^, 
men,, of a trial bun&H 
. fistic! missile earlier this; month front the, 


international NEWS 11 


f WORLD 

WATCH 


ROME — Former Italian prime minister Romano Prodi said 
Friday he was prepared to take on the post of European 
Commission President If he is granted a full five-year mandate. 

“If the 15 countries of The European Union agree, and if the 
mandate would be full and without conditions, with the possi- 
bility of enacting a strong European program, then i will cer- 
tainly not shle away from responsibility," Prodi told reporters 
here. 

The Italian government earlier said it had officially presented 
Prodi’s candidacy to the heads of states and governments of the 
European Union — Agence France Presse. 


Mexico City — Authorities in the Mexican border city of Ciudad 
Juarez remained stumped by a series of murders that have 
claimed the lives of 180 women since 1993. 

Most of the women were immigrants who came to Ciudad 
Juarez to find work in the town's factories. Authorities have 
deliberated about whether the killings are the work of une ser- 
ial killer or a number of different murderers, but so far have 
made no headway. One suspect was arrested in 1995, but the 
spate or killings continued unabated. 

Since the beginning of last October alone, 14 more murders 
have been recorded. La Jornada newspaper carried a story 
Friday about a 14-year-old girl who miraculously survived an 
attack in which she was raped and choked with a cable. Her 
attacker left her for dead on the side of the road Deutsche 
Presse Agcntur. 


eastern rocket test site of Balasore. 

India's Defense Minister, Geotge 
Fernandes,. has rejected suggestions that a 
planned launch of the 1 , 800-kilometre ] 
range Agnl-il was suspended at the last 
minute because of pressure from the 
. United States.. 

India has said its arsenal or guided mis- 
siles, Which also Include antiaircraft and 
tankbhster rriissiles, will be battle-ready by 
2000 . - ' "• 


TIRANA — An Albanian court ruled that 10 customs officers 
involved in smuggling must remain in jail until tried, a ruling 
seen as a triumph Tor the state’s crackdown on endemic corrup- 
tion, a court official said on Friday. 

“Prosecutors accuse them of engaging in smuggling which has 
caused economic damage worth S900.000 said the official, who 
requested anonymity. 

The prosecution charges that two coffee merchants collabo- 
rated with customs officials to forge documents to show that 
220 tonne 5 of coffee were exported to Macedonia in December. 
The coffee was instead sold in Albania. 

In what was hailed as the biggest crackdown on smuggling by 
the Socialist-led coalition government, special forces arrested 
the customs officers and coffee traders in separate operations 
on Tuesday ■— Reuters. 




RIO DE JANEIRO — A 8-foot, 89 kg alligator that was pushed out 
of its natural feeding grounds by development in Rio de Janeiro 
resorted to dining on local pets, authorities said, 

The ravenous reptile invaded a home near a swampy nature 
park on Thursday and gulped down the owner's dog along with 
Tour chickens dial were in the yard, police said. 

It took four officers from Rio's environment patrol squad 20 
minutes to subdue the alligator. They were able to wrestle the 
reptile onto a stretcher and ship it unharmed to a zoo — Reuters. 


Mexico City — * The crash of a Mexican military plane wh}ch 
killed a!| five people On board was under investigation, the 
nation's deFense ministry said Friday. 

; The Commander 500 aircraft, which took off from the TUxtla 
Chiapas air forcq base. Thursday slammed Into a hill A few kllo^ 
meters north of the city, of San Cristobal de Ins Casas 
Deutsche PifoseAgentuf;; ..^j » ... ; . 
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OASIS INT. LEASING CO. 

T A B R E E. D 
! J U L P H A R • 

; PRIME BULDING TRADING EST. 

OMAN INSURANCE CO. 
r ALAIN AHLIA INSURANCE CO. 

\ AL DAFRAH INSURANCE CO. 

. ABU DHABI NAT. INSURANCE CO 
\ THE EMIRATE INSURANCE CO 
\ AL KHAZNEH INSURANCE CO. 

• AL BUHAIRAH INSURANCE CO. 

! DUBAI NAT. INSURANCE CO. 

‘ UNION INSURANCE CO. 

AL WATHBEH INSURANCE CO 
4 al SHARJAH INSURANCE CO. 


-0.050 

-0.030 

+0.080 



VI TOR SAE EGYPT 1*569.50 
HELIOPOLIS HOUS |203.96 
DELTA SUGAR 1*55.36 

MIBANK |87. 2 6 

ALX.IRON & STEEL |148. 00 
COM INTL BK *t35.12 
NATL SOC GEN BNK 164.00 
ORASCOM CONSTR 145.32 
K.ZAYAT PESTICID f73.25 
ALEX CEMENT 1^8 . 50 


:o4 

3 


AUDI BANQUE 28.2500 

BQ. EUROPEENNE * 

BOU KHALIL MKTS 2.0000 

BQ LIBANAISE COM 

BANK OF BEIRUT * 7.5625 

BYBLOS BANK 2.5625 

ETERNIT 

LEB. HLDGS FUND 
RYMCO . “ 

STE CIM BLANCS B 

STE CiM BLANCS N* • ■ ' U 

STE CIM LIBANAIS '0.6563 +0.0313. 

SOLIDERE A * 8.0000 +0.2500 

SOLIDERE B *' 7.8750 -0.-2500 

.UNICERAMIC B C . ■ „■ . 


Stock Name Last 

ARAB BNK CORP 
AERATED CONCRETE 
ARABIAN GEN INV. 4 
AHLEIA INS. CO. 

ARAB REAL EST. 1 
ARAB INS GROUP 4 
BKME KUWAIT 
■BTJRGAN BANK t 

LIVESTOCK t.t co4 

NATIONALCLEANING' 

KWT COMPUTER CO 
COM. FACILITIES 
FIRST INV. FUND 
KWT FOOD CO. 

GULF CEMENT 4 

GULF INS. CO. 

INT FIN ADVISERS 4 
INTL INV GROUP 

al-ahli bank 4 

al-arabi holding, 
aref invest grp - 

AL-AHLEIA INV CO' ‘ 
AJIAL REAL EST. 
BAHRAIN INT. BNK 

boubyan petroch. 
gulf CABLE IND. 
COMMERCIAL BANK t 
COAST INV S DEV. 

. EDUCATIONAL SERV 
FUJAIRAH CEMENT 
UNITED FISHERIES 

gulf bark. . 

GULF GLASS ,CQ. 

BILAL CEMENT CO. 
INDUST INVEST COl 
. THE INT INVESTORl 


NC 


0.180 - 0.00 


+ 0.00 

- 0.00 

- 0.00 

- 0.00 


- 0.01 


0.124 

0.250 

0.158 

0.280 

0.570 

0.108 

0.475 

0.930 

0.172 


0.108 - p .00 


0.156 

0.275 

0.122 

0.1B2 

0.110 

0.118 

0.172 

0.160 

0.162 

0.100 

0.073 

0.395 


i 


0.146 

0.355 


- 0.00 

+ 0.00 

- 0.03 

-0.00 

- 0.00 


-O.Ol 

-o.oo 

-o.oo 


-0.00 

+0.00 


laid SM Islamic Bank 
records profits surge 

AMMAN — Jordan's only interest-free bank, the Jordan Islamic 
Bank for Finance and Investment, said Thursday its profits grew 
by 40 percent last year because of profitable investments. 

The bank made 4.4 million Jordanian dinars ($ 6.2 million) in 
net profit last year, said Mahmoud Hasoubeh, the bank's chair- 
man. . 

“The profits were generated from successful investments in 
various economic projects,’’ such as housing, construction and 
commercial transactions, he said. 

Hasoubeh said die bank with a capital of 22 million dinars 
(S 30.9 million) invested 481 million dinars ($677.4 million) in 
various projects last year. 

The bank prohibits interest under Islamic law. It offers inter- 
est-free loans that are virtually turned into shares in whatever 
projects the bank has financed. 

Hasoubeh said the bank’s total assets grew by nine percent 
in 1998 to reach 706.8 million Jordanian dinars ($995.5 million) 
— Associated Press . 

Hr nlt » tock « down qbout 

KUWAIT (AP) — The price index of the Kuwait Stock Exchange 
closed at 1.509.1 points at the end of this week, falling 14.1 
poinrs. or 0.93 percent from the previous week, the National 
Industries Co. said Thursday. 

The company said in a report that the market reacted posi- 
tively at the beginning of the week to an improvement in oil 
prices resulting from an agreement by major producers to cut 
output. 

However, the market failed to "maintain the upward trend 
because of lack of confidence, haphazard speculation, weak 
buying and the tendency among some traders to sell for profit - 
taking," said the report. 

Some 159.40 million shares were traded this week, down 
21.97 percent from the previous week. The value of these 
shares also fell 9.59 percent to G 1.40 million dinars ($ 201.97 

million). . , 

Out of 67 companies traded this week. 22 closed higher 
while 31 closed lower, the report said. The remaining compa- 
nies were unchanged. The exchange lists 78 companies 
Associated Press . 

Nissan discus ses Renault's offer 


TOKYO — Japan’s Nissan Motor Co. Ltd. held a top executive 
meeting Friday to discuss the Renault SA offer to take a 35-per- 
cent stake in the Japanese automaker, a company official said. 

The meeting was participated by all of Nissan's directors, the 
official said, but a final decision would be made on March 27. 

Japan Broadcasting Corp. (NHK) reported there was no objec- 
tion to the French company’s capital participation From any of 
the directors in the meeting. 

The executives effectively agreed to accept the tie-up pro- 
posal as offered by Renault earlier in the week, NHK said. 

"Our directors held a business strategy meeting today, but 
no details were given to anyone not taking part in the meet- 
ing," a Nissan official said, adding the schedule of the meeting 
was kept secret even within the company. 

Nissan and Renault Issued a separate statement in Tbkyo and 
said Nissan's final decision would come on March 27. 

NHK said Renault's chairman and chief executive officer 
Louis Schweitzer would come to Japan next week- 
Nissan president Yoshlkazu Hanawa said in a statement: “A 
potential business tie-up with Renault will give Nissan signifi- 
cant benefits and synergies in many areas particularly^ region- 
al business and market opportunities and In the product tech- 
nology arena." 

“1 am confident that such a partnership would enable o(ir. 
two companies to begone of the strongest and most competi- 
tive auto manufacturers' in the world," Hanawa said, .* 

Renault said on March 16 it would start exclusive negotia- 
tions with Nissan to form pn alliance Shortly after the US* 
German group ChryslerDairnler dropped out of talks with the 
Japanese company ^ .jji^ehcc Ftepf e Presse. 
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EUROPE ANTICIPATES 
STOCKS RECOVERY 


LONDON (R) — European stock markets 
were looking for sharp advances on Friday 
Following Wall Street's unexpected recov- 
ery to record highs and strong Asian gains 
overnight. 

Germany's early opening Xetra Dax index 
ted the way, putting on 1 .5 percent 75 
points in the First half hour despite the 
unsettling effect of the “triple witching" 
options and futures expires later in the day. 

Dealers in London were looking for a 
similar points gain when the FTSE 100 
index opens and French operators were 
also forecasting an opening at least one 
percent higher. 

Hie anticipated recovery comes after 
several days of uninspired performances in 
Europe, with banks, pharmaceuticals and 
telecoms shares drifting. 

But dealers said volumes were likely to 
be low as many investors stayed sidelined 
during the unpredictable trading brought 
about by triple witching the simultaneous 
expiry of quarterly stock options and stock 
index options and futures which brings 
with it a flurry of position squaring. 

Wail Street was as usual the engine pow- 
ering both Asia and Europe. 

The Dow Jones industrial average hit the 
10,000 mark for the second time this week, 
edging up to 10,001.51 before closing at a 
record 9,997.62, up 1.20 percent. 

Analysts pointed to rising confidence 
over the U.S. economy following moderate 
Consumer Price Index and employment fig- 



Anrf perhaps the currency, floe 

ures, indicating no resurgence of inflation 
and no apparent need for a near-term U.S. 
interest rate hike. 

The strong showing on Wall Street 
encouraged Tokyo's Nikkei index to more 
than recoup Thursday’s three percent 
decline and to dose up 4.20 percent at 
16,378.78. Hong Kong's Hang Seng index 
also closed nearly four percent up and 
other Asian exchanges were also well 
ahead. 

"There are positive forecasts from the 
U.S. with the -Dow Jones at a peak. In addi- 
tion, in Japan they have come back after 
consolidation so it looks positive for the 
European market," said Achim Matzke, an 
analyst with Commerzbank. 

Tiie news was not so positive for the 
euro, however. 

After a couple of days of improvement 
which had brought it back over Si .10, the 


European currency again weakened, trad- 
ing at SI. 0925/30 in early Europe witli 
operators seeing further downside with 
support at $1.0890. 

Against the yen the euro was also losing 
ground, down nearly one yen at i 28.55/57 
after Finance Minister Kiichi Miyazawa said 
he believed japan's economy would show 
recovery by May, and along with other 
Japanese officials declined to comment on 
preferred exchange rates. 

The yen was steady to stronger on the 
dollar, as the Nikkei's rise increased 
demand Tor yen to buy stocks, dealers said. 

“A yen-buying mood was dominant. 
Nikkei was driving the dollar/yen activi- 
ty...having seen today's sharp rise (in 
Nikkei) we cannot go long (on dollars). This 
will continue as long as the Nikkei keeps its 
uptrend," a Japanese city bank dealer said. 

But the signs of returning confidence in 
the Japanese economy were not enoughfor 
major movements before the weekend, and 
dollar/yen traded around 117.50/60, little 
changed from late New York trade on 
Thursday. 

The market expects japan monetary 
authorities to remain quiet about the 
recent yen rise against the dollar as long as 
it does not hurt stock prices, dealers said. 

"We want to see the reaction ofjapanese 
officials should the dollar accelerate its 
downtrend and edge towards 115 yen,” a 
Japanese trust bank dealer said. 
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ANALYSTS BULLISH 
ON ASIA 

HONG KONG (It) — A cyclically adjusted recovery in 
earnings, combined with a leiurn to GDP growth, makeA?^ 
ties a strong buy. Morgan Stanley Asia strategist Marinis^ 
said in an interview on Friday. ' 1 ^ 

The srory in Asia is not going to be one of re-leverann,- 
going to lie »ne <»!' do-leveraging/ Rosgen told Reuters tE" 

‘It's the restructuring mantle that's been going on in EurJ 
the U.S.. and we’re likely to see the same here in Asia,' heju? 

Rosgen said th.it 'all things considered, wc think it will be »i 
year for Asian equities, and that Asia will outperform the J! 
index this year.' 

He gave three reasons to he bullish: a return to positive Qjf 
growth in the region, an improving view on Japan's economicand 
market conditions, and better valuations in regional equftv mu- 
kots. 3 

Rosgen said valuations on a cyclically adjusted basis, and not- 
malizcd for return on capital and return on equity, are notexpeo- 
sivo, and markets such as Hong Kong or Singapore still ofTernarr 
value. 

Morgan Stanley's Asia/I’acilic investment strategy bimomldy 
published on Thursday, suggested overweight positions on Hwi* 
Kong and China. India and Singapore, and underweight positions 
on Thiwan and Korea. 

On Hong Kong, the view is for key blue chips with regional enpo- 
sure to gain on the Asia restructuring story, not just on thebatkol 
a rising Hang Seng index, which Morgan Stanley sees dimbingio 
13,000 in 1999. 

‘it's surprising how many people actually dislike Hong Kong for 
various reasons, ranging from China risk to high real rates, andyn 
Hong Kong is actually one of the better performers year to date bi 
A sia,' he said. While upbeat on mosr Asian markets, he soundest 
note of caution on Korea because of fears of a breakdown on the 
corporate restructuring front among the larger corporations, ci 
chaebol. 

‘The chaebol aren’t playing the game, and they are 
cheating,' he said. 

Rosgen said corporate Korea is attempting to revalue assets w 
reduce debt to equity ratios, rather than selling off those uses 
which most Korea watchers agree would help make the ctotM 
more competitive. 

He also pointed out that truss-shareholding agreements rose in 
the course of the last ycai. 
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CHINA INVESTS IN 
US-QUOTED AUTO FIRM 
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PIT 

MADRAS (AFP) Ford India Ltd,; a subsidiary of Ford Motor Co., 

opened a S400-million car manufacturing unit, on Friday in the 
southern Indian i state ofTbmfl Nadu.' . 

The plant has an. annua) capacity of lOD.OOO cars arid the com- 
pany plans to unveil -a neW car meant for the Indian .market code- : 
named "Cl 95, H Hehry filiate, 1 vice-president Asia -Pacific, told 
irepotters. ; :7 ■ , 1 ' :■ 

; - He said the Cl 95 model, With 70 percent ofits parts sourced ' 
locally, would bit the market tiy November. 

"We plan: to prpduce about 25 ,000 cars in.the first year cooper- 
ations,’* Wallace said. ; 

- Ford India started operations In. India fpur years ago in the 
western city of Naslk and has launched two models In the Indian 
market.; -v ’ ’'-c . ; • ■ 

Terry De jonckheere, Oiairthan of-POrij* India Ltd.,' said, die , 
dompapy’S riew facflity ; wa s "ei^ni flcanjt rip £o nly.jfrottt thd, per- 
> spectiye of developing our India :bperatfonsv hut also asr amajQf 
< Wle^prie in 6u4eqd^av^Uf: tq. Istrimgthen oU ^presence ^ ffvilie ; 
;As|a-Pacifld region.";^ . !> •. /'* / ■;V'v ;.;Y V r - - 

V' Inca's cdr. sales havp declined by. three p^rderit cb^B^p^carfl ■ 

: ye^r- p n^yeac durl ng th* 11 months, of Hie' cu rrent fiacal yean 
^taly$t^ Thqfrilro ';he,-gfenerari sjowdoWp^n 

. thj& dcoiibniy.'-- ■ -• X'\ . £ ;• ;■ ;1 ! .S 

: ' Philip-Spender, n;bnbgjng directdr^o.r^rd jtidK' Ucf, sf life r. 


veil wyu im j JVi p. y 1 u ip a] i/vivi wwa v, ■; - -v v? . 




IMF 
SSIONS 



MOSCOW (R) — Russia and the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) on 
Friday began fresh discussions aimed at 
Opening the way to more loans for the 
crisis-hit ex-Soviet giant, and one top 
official urged a conclusion to the talks. 

A Fund mission is due to return to 
Washington at the weekend and present 
its conclusions to IMF chief Michel 
Camdessus. He in turn is due to meet 
Russian Prime Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov during the latter's visit to the 
U.S. next week. 

“(We) need to come to the end of 
negotiations and find possible ways to a 
decision,” news agencies quoted First 
Deputy Prime Minister Yuri Maslyukov, In 
charge of talks with the Fund, as saying 
at the opening of a meeting with the 
mission. 

The meeting was also attended by 
Finance Minister Mikhail Zadornov and 
Tax Minister Georgy Boos. 

The IMF team was due at 1200 GMT to 
meet Primakov, the prime minister's 
spokeswoman told Reuters. 

Primakov on Thursday told NBC televi- 
sion that if the IMF refused to help, 
Russia would live through a very tough 
time. 


Russia- was plunged into crisis in 
August last year when its huge debt bur- 
den forced it to default on domestic gov- 
ernment borrowings and abandon a 
strong rouble policy, enusing the curren- 
cy to plummet 74 percent to around 24 
to the dollar since. 

"This (a lock of IMF help) would cer- 
tainly weaken (he government... so 
should that happen, we would need to 
go out of our mind to find this money 
somewhere else.” Primakov said. 

Although several Russian officials have 
made optimistic noises about the 
chances for fresh IMF funding by early 
next month, the Fund lias been more 
restrained. 

“We cannot yet predict when an agree- 
ment will be reached," an IMF 
spokesman told Reuters late Thursday. 

Russia says ail it needs from the IMF 
this year is a fresh $4.8 billion to roi! 
over what it owes to the Fund Itself. 

However, an IMF okay would open the 
way for restructuring talks with a host of 
other creditors as Russia aims to lighten 
its Si 40 billion foreign. debt burden. 

Previous talks between Russia and thd 
Fund have stumbled on - 
such as the primary 



WANGHAi (R) — A Chinese investment firm said 
on Friday k planned to take a controlling stake in 
(jT^ese owned but U.S.-listed automotive com- 
lylnadeal worth $114.3 million. 

In a transaction that left many analysts puz- 
locally listed Shanghai Shenhua industrial 
Co said It planned to buy 51 percent of Brilliance 
China Automotive Holdings Ltd. 

Shenhua would pay 946.23 million yuan to buy 
Si7 million shares from Zhuhai Brilliance 
Holdings, according to a statement by Shenhua 
published in tlte official Shanghai Securities 
Mw. Brilliance China, incorporated in Bermuda, 
bs an Interest in Jlitbei Automotive, a maker of 
fyit commercial vehicles, based in the north- 
ostemdty of Shenyang. 

In 1992 Brilliance China became the first 
Ounere-owned company to list shares in New 
fort, in a ground-breaking transaction that 
mused the interest of the investment banking 
community. Analysts said the latest transaction 
as unusual because it would be financed largely 
uiih outside funds both from a rights offer and 
baik loans. 


It also called for the resignation of the entire 
Shenhua board and the creation of a new group 
of directors mainly comprised of Brilliance China 
representatives. 

The board named Su Qiang, 33, as general 
manager of Shenhua, replacing QuJianguo. Su is 
a director of Brilliance China and the former gen- 
eral manager of Jinbei Automotive Co Ltd. 

Shenhua would also acquire the Brilliance 
China shares at a substantial premium to the 
value of the ADRs. 

American Depositary Receipts of Brilliance 
China closed at $7 per share In New York on 
Thursday, up 1/4. At that price, the stake would 
be worth $69.85 million. 

'Shenhua plans to pay a price for the future 
earnings of Brilliance China Shenhua spokesman 
Tang Qi told Reuters. 'We expect profits in 
Brilliance China over the next five years to com- 
pensate for the high price,' he said without elab- 
orating. Asked why Shenhua would end up being 
run by Brilliance executives, the spokesman said 
the new firm would take truck production as its 
core business. 


US GAS 

ALARMS FAULTY 
RECALLED 

WASHINGTON (AP) — One million carbon monox- 
ide alarms are being recalled because the devices 
sometimes give inaccurate readings, the manufac- 
turer and federal officials say. 

The voluntary recall involves 650,000 Nighthawk 
alarms and 350,000 LifesRver models made by 
Kidde Safety Co. Both alarms are sold across the 
United States and Canada. Lifesavers are also sold 
in the United Kingdom. Packaging around the units 
sometimes disrorts readings of carbon-monoxide 
levels, the company and the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission said. 

There have been no reports of injuries involving 
the devices. Colorless, odorless and tasteless, 
lethal carbon monoxide gas is produced by the 
incomplete combustion of a fossil fuel. While, it 
can kill at any time, the gas is- most dangerous dur- 
ing fall and winter, when homes have less ventila- 
tion. Company officials detected the problem dur- 
ing field tests. 


? j r: sw j y v . 



Miter's Note: A workshop will be hold at the Amman Chamber of Industry, on Monday, March 22 to 
Introduce the Jordan-US Business Partnership (JUSBP) program to managers and owners of small busl- 
mum. The meeting will be attended by Rima Khalaff, Minister of Planning and Ahmad Hindawl, 

Director of Industrial Development at the Ministry of Industry and Trade, who will both address the par- 
ticipants. The goal, ob|ects and services offered under the program will be described by Lewis Reade, 

(hi President and Chief Executive of JUSBR This week, SPORTUGHT gets personal with the leader of 
this International team, which will bo working for four years on this assistance program. 
tftlth person had the greatest djyi s i 0 n of GE is not the first or trash? 
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influence on you? 

towlly. it was not une person, but 
to* ray parents. My father was 
w engineer who traveled through- 
wt the world. He worked in a 
“umber of projects for the 
toerican government, and worked 
to Iw overseas companies. 

^ die age or 65 he retired, but 
w5tii not stay at home, so he 
Plumed to work until he was 80. 
tymoiherwas also a professional: 

1 father of English, she taughr me 
love of books, literature and 
people. 

Written the hard type of engi- 
ning, and the soft intellectual 
^ e ' todi taught me to be honest, 

. r to respect people's opln- 
fa* and wishes and help them 

Jdifeve. 

tow best decision? 

“fa* choosing the field of engi- 
then moving Into manage- 
jfat. For me, management Is not 
manipulation things and 

f • ^ ^ ut ' s the development of 
c Rople. 

derision? 

Rw marriage. And my second 

^JS &iQnwast0 marrym y sec - 

! most admired chief, execu 

' IGH ^‘ Sh CE0 General Electric 
This man said once that 


second in its industry In rerms of 
market share and quality, it should- 
n't exist. 

Best company? 

3M, a smaller company than GE. is 
my favorite. An innovative compa- 
ny, 3M turns over 60-70 percent of 
its products every five years. 

The company adopts a decentral- 
ized kind of operation, with hun- 
dreds of offices in the US and the 
world. 

The best management style, in 
your viewpoint? 

1 would say that cooperative lead- 
ership is the best management 
style. An organization needs a 
leader: one who takes the time to 
get people together and make 
them realize that the company Is 
not Just business and profit mak- 
ing. - 

Your guiding principle in busi- 
ness? 

Find out what's good for the cus- 
tomer and satisfy the need. 

A time management tip? 

The first thing I do Is to look into 


Bureaucratic stuff, invitations to 
meaningless conferences, letters 
from my brother-in-law asking for 
a job and something like that. The 
things 1 won’t trash are complaints 
handed over by people who work 
with me. 

Ybur most overused phrase? 
Quote: "It's not rocket science." I 
use that when people come and 
describe some facts as different. 
Favorite quotation? 

"No man is an Island." 

Pet hatc7 

jack hammers in the streets, and 
cap and service drivers who sud- 
denly jump in front of you. 

Fantasy Job7 

A Hollywood producer, or a design- 
er of swimming suits. 

Greatest extravagance? 

I buy too much computer software. 
My wife says Bjll Gates is a billion-; 
aire because ( buy too many of his 
products. 

A piec£ of advice to a budding 
business person? 



To live as old as my grandfather, 
who died at 95. 

17. Your chosen epitaph? 

He tried his best. 

18. Jordan? 

I’ve spent five wonderful years In 
this country, i came here in 1958 
when i was a young engineer. I 
saw it grow and develop. Jordan 
has not a tot of materia l resources, 
yet its real wealth is its people 
who have rare abilities. They are 
intelligent,, hardworking and deal 
with each other, as one family. 

\ advise Jordanians not to .wait for 
magical solutions, either through 
foreign aid Of good relations- with 
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Dear Dn 

I an a m u ibt T of a foal- 
bcOI foam. Wo ahwayn 
play In *tie i t o l gh borfiood 
during which we «sH*i 
ma|oT lnturioo In our 



some guidelines In deal* 

Ing wHh these Infurles fo 
lessen the duration of 
pain and avoid complka- 
tfom? 

Dear Reader: 

The RICEL method (Rest, Ice. 
Compression and Elevation) is 
recommended for managing a 
low grade injury in its early 
stages. 

1 . The immediate use of ice 
reduces bleeding for the first 
48-72 hours following injury. 

An ice pack should be applied 
for 10-12 minutes every 2 
hours. 

2. in order to reduce the 
amount of blood flowing to 
the Injured area, elevation and 
compression are recommend- 
ed using tubular bandages or 
an elasticated support. 

3. Rest can prevent further 
trauma to the damaged site. 
Braces, supports and strap- 
pings can help protect low 
grade injuries while undertak- | 
ing normal daily activities. 

4. Very light massages after 
Initial bleeding has ceased is 
another way to prevent skin 
abrasion and can improve the 
formation of a scar tissue. Any 
form of oil may be used. 

5. Careful stretching can 
improve the function of scar 
tissue as it forms but this only 
applies for muscles and ten- 
dons. 

' 6. Vitamin C, taken at the time 

of any injury, can help pro- 
mote healing. Tills is because 
collagen needs this vitamin to 
be formed correctly. 

7. As the injury moves out of 
the acute phase and- bleeding 
stops, a heat pack may help in 
order to increase blood supply 
to the damaged area and pro- 
mote healing. 

8; As the Injury settles and 

heals, strengthening exercises 

can begin. 
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CARBOHYDRATES: 
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C omplex carbohydrates, you know, bread, pasta, nee. 
grains and cereal. All those "starches 1 the old diet books 
told us we shouldn't touch. Now. in light of new nutri- 
tional research, these starches have been "rehabilitated" to take 
their place beside green and yellow vegetables and fruit as the 
mainstay foods of the fit and lean. The basic recommendation is 
that half of the calories come from carbohydrates. 

That adds up to between six and eleven servings each day. 
What constitutes a serving? Here are some examples: 

1 . 1 slice bread 
2. 1/2 bagel 

3. 1/2 cup cooked pasta 
4. 1 cup cold cereal 
5. 1/2 cup cooked cereal 
6. 1/2 cup couscous 
7. 5 low-fat crackers 
8. 1 small tortilla 

9. 1/4 small Arabic bread (pita bread) 

Yielding 4 calories per gram, carbohydrates are the bodys 
energy boosters. The calories in carbohydrates are the first to 
burn as fuel and the last to be stored as fat. Carbohydrates also 
contain chemicals that signal the brain eo reduce appetite and 
lift our mood, so they actually help us eat less. Contrary to the 
negative spin that was popular during the 1970s, carbohydrates 
are now elements of proper weight control. 






eta carotene is convertetl 
in the body to vitamin A. 
which is necessary for 
normal growth and health and 
for healthy eyes and skin. 

In the absence of a dietary 
source of vitamin A, a lack of 
beta-carotene may also lead to 
a rare condition called night 
blindness. It may also cause dry 
eyes, eye infections, skin prob- 
lems and slowed growth. Your 
health care professional may 
treat these problems by pre- 
scribing beta carotene or vita- 
min A for you. 

Some conditions may 
increase your need for beta- 
carotene or vitamin A such as 
cystic fibrosis, continuing diar- 
rhea. long-term illness, serious 
injury, liver disease, malabsorp- 
tion problems and pancreatic 
disease. 

Increased need for beta 
carotene should be determined 
by a doctor. 

Beta carotene is available 
without a prescription in the 
following dosage forms; cap- 
sules. tablets and chewable 
tablets. 

It has not been tested on 
pregnant women. However, no 
problems with fertility or preg- 
nancy have been reported in 
women taking up to 30 mil- 
ligrams of beta-carotene per 
day. 


and winter squash. The body 
converts beta-carotene into vit- 
amin A. Ordinary cooking does 
not destroy beta-carotene. 


Other side effects that ale 
rare include diarrhea, dizzi- 
ness. joint pain, unusual bleed 
ing or bruising. 

If you notice any other 
effects, check with your health 
care professional. 


Children: 3 to 6 milligrams 
(mg) of beta-carotene, the 
equivalent of 5000 to 10,000 
Units of vitamin A activity. 

Adults and adolescents: 6 to 
15 mg of beta-carotene, the 
equivalent of 10,000 to 25,000 
Units of vitamin A activity. 


.There may be some side 
effects to taking beta-carotene 
supplements such as yellowing 
of the palms, hand, or soles of 
Feet, and to a lesser extent the 
face (this may be a sign the 
your dose of beta-carotene as a 
dietary supplement may be too 
high). 


■J 








find beta 
carotene? 

Beta carotene is found in car- 
rots. dark green leafy vegeta- 
bles, such as spinach, green 
leafy lettuce, tomatoes, sweet 
potatoes, broccoli, cantaloupe 







Hie environment plays a 
major role in casing asthma. 
The chemicals that exist in the 
air are the major causes of 
ihis disease. Acids, such as 
sulphuric acid. vehicle 
(exhaust] products and pollu- 
tion from factories such as 
plastic and chemical plants, all 
play a role in causing asthma. 
Adiidonally, those who work 
hfemthigand tend to poultry 
ate more prone to the dis- 
ease." said Taleb Talitamuni, 
Eadfose and Throat special- 
ist. 

Tahramuni explained that 
'these are Irritant factors that 
cause inflammation in the 
bronchi and a spasm." 

He recommended that "fac- 
tories Should have adequate 
ventilation and the workers 
should wear masks. In the 
Aqaba harbor. Tor example, 
phosphate dust is a major 
tause of asthma.” 

Asthma maybe regarded as 
chrome but it may also be per- 
manently cured. But, accord- 
ing to Talitamuni "this 
depends on the age of the 
patient and the severity of the 
use" He added that 7(ft of 
children aged 2 to 3 with mild 
asthma are usually naturally 
cured when they turn 1 4 or 
15. But those who are around 
28 and aquire asthma usually 
end up having it for a long 
time." 

fchtamimi explained that 
asthma is a multi-facror dis- 
ease- Hereditary and acquired 
hoars play an equal role in 
“ring asthma. Some 
patients with asthma have no 
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family history of the disease, 
while others inherit it from 
their parents." 

Usually, said Talitamuni, 
"an acute asthma patient is 





given oxygen and broncho- 
dilation drugs like mentoiene 
in nebulizer form and in 
severe cases, cortisone.” 

"a stage-] asthmatic." he 
elaborated, "that is, a parient 
who has an attack once or 
twice a week, should use a 
mentoiene inhaler. Those in 
stage 2 with more recurring 
attacks, once or twice a day. 
should use rhe inhaler plus 
prophylactic treatment in the 
form of beclomethascme, 
which is a cortisone inhaler. 

"stage 3 patients are given 
a iniiinfelene tablet and pro- 
phylactic treatment may be 
added. Stage 4 patients are 
given double doses of the 
treatment given in stages 1 
and 2. Patients in stages 5 and 
6 are given cortisone tablets." 

Concerning herbal medica- 
tion, Tahtainuni said that it is 
"not at all advisable for the 


treatment of asthma." 

Precautions asthma patients 
should take are mainly related to 
rhe environment. Tahtaniuni 
advised that “asthmatics 
should not expose themselves 
to cold weather. They are 
advised to rake the flu vaccine 
once a year. Those who have 
pets must always clean their 
carpets with a vacuum cleaner 
and cover their cushions and 
sheets with plastic to avoid 
irritation from dust specks. 
Those who work in chemical 
factories, welders and fann- 
ers. should wear masks. But if 
this does not help their case, 
they should consider an alter- 
native line of work.” 

In addition. Tahtainuni 
emphasized that "it is very 
important that the patient 
inform the doctor as soon as 
possible of any arracks, com- 
plications and side effects he 
or she might experience. Even 
more important is that they 
must have their inhaler on 
client at all times." 

Talitamuni also stated that 
"foods with preservatives and 


additives should be avoided, 
including artificial drinks like 
cola and juices. Peppers may 
also induce asthmatic 
attacks." On the other hand, 
lie said that "asthmatics can 
eat meat, chicken, fish and 
vegetables, provided that 
these are clear of preserva- 
tives and additives.” 
"Asthmatics arc encouraged 
to exercise but only in warm 
weather. But they are prohib- 
ited from cycling. However, if 
they enjoy it, they must wear 
a mask." Talitamuni warned 
that exercise may induce an 
attack in some patients, so 
before they exercise, they 
should consult their doctor 
on the measures to take 
before any fitness activity." 


first aid for the asthmatic, 
Ikhtamuni srated involves giv- 
ing the patient his inhaler. 
That is n why it should be with 
the asthmatic at all times. 
Then, the patient should be 
taken to the emergency room 
immediately." 

Moreover, Tahtainuni said 
that "people around the asth- 
matic should be aware that 
this is a life-threatening dis- 
ease. When asthmatics have 
an attack, those around them 
should provide good ventila- 
tion, help them use the 
inhaler and call upon medical 
assistance immediately." 


by SHADY JANZEIR 



According to the British thoracic Society dooificatloiq, 
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1) stage 1, patients who need the inhaler once or 
twice a week. This is a mild stage. 

2) Stage 2, patients who need the inhaler once a day. 
These also need prophylactic medication like 
bedomethasone. 

3) Stage 3, patients who need the inhaler more than 
once a day and work up during the night. These also 
need a double bedomethasone dose of 250 micro- 
grams (mgm). 

4) Stage 4, patients who need their inhaler at least 
four times a day, or cannot work properly without it. 
These are given the inhaler, bedomethasone, and the 
tablet combined. 

5) Stages 5 and 6, patients with severe cases; these 
are temporarily hospitalized when they show certain 
symptoms, for instance, they cannot speak well, cannot 
complete a sentence, have a heart rate of over 1 20, or 
the peak flow meter shows less than 120 liters. In this 
case, patients are only admitted for three or four days 
maximum, then sent home as soon as they improve. 


AFRICAN COUNTRIES GATHER TO DISCUSS 

MALARIA THREAT 
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South Africa, (AH 1 ) — 
International exerts on 
began debating means to 
JJ"* ^ growing threat of 
J! 8 - of the world's dead- 
« infiaious diseases, estimated 
children eveiy minute 

F* shocking figure could be ait 
if Insecddde-treated 
nets were to be distrib- 
“^throughout Africa, according 
iJa ^ Polished by die 
SS - on Malaria 

) >*ased at the conference. 

h Soilth 
‘^tan Ocean city ofDurban 

te (i .P 11 new hope in eradicat- 

bl T ,e 

tam , 33 looking at distri- 

^pensive mosquito 

J^whlletlieworid^laits 

of an effective malar- 


ia vaccine. 

Tlie M1M is a programme aimed at 
developing medical cxdianges 
between the northern hemisphere 
and African countries, which arc on 
the front line in the fight against tlie 
mosquito-borne disease. 
Researdiers, |Hibllc health workers 
and aid donors from some 60 coun- 
tries arc taking part in die confer- , 
ence, tlie biggest of its kind iiekl In 
Africa. 

More than 40 percent of die 
world's population, some 2.4 bil- 
lion people, are threatened by 
malaria, which is endemic in some, 
100 countries. 

Eradication js an uphill battle, with 
tough new strains of malaria being 
spread through die development of. 
globetrotting tourism/ 
Tlre'UNy^jjd. Health Qiganization,- 
estirnafe.dirf «idi ypap sonie'^OOr 


500 million cases of malaria, which 
is transmitted by anopheles mos- 
quitoes, break out in mote than 90 
countries. 

Worldwide, some 2.7 million peo- 
ple die from the disease annually. 

In Africa alone, more than one mil- 
lion people die from die disease 
every year. The disease cost the 
economy around two billion dollars 
m 1997, according to the'MIM. 
funding to combat the disease 
remains low. , i j 

"Funds spent on AIDS research is 
far greater because the rims hits 
developed countries. By compari- 
son, malaria represents an invest- 
ment ofbetween 1 ,000 and 1.0,000 
times less, pef affected person," 
Professor Nfexime Schwarts’ pf the 
Pasteur Institute fq Paris told AFP. . 


accessible deterrents to limit malar- 
ia's impact on the ground, such as 
the distribution of die insecddde- 
treated mosquito nets. 

Among the groundbreaking 
research currently being undertak- 
en, the University of California is 
aiming to suppress transmission of 
the disease by concentrating on 
genetic manipulation ofjhe para- 
site-carrying anopheles. 

But despite tills and other research 
worldwide, sdentists have yet to 
come up vridi a way of eradicating . 
the killer disease. 

Mudi of the difficulty In pinning 
down a reliable vaccine stems from 
malaria's ability to evolve new 
strains which are resistant to avail- 
able drugs, sdentists say, 

• Sdentists: in Senegal reported last 
. year that resistance to chloiuquine, 

: the main drag used to fight malaria 


in Africa, is increasing and has led 
to a rise in malaria.deaths, 

Another complicating factor is 
changing weather patterns caused 
by global warming and die havoc 
wreaked by E! Nino, ail have helped 
die parasite to evolve and thrive. 

As malaria is a disease which can be 
treated successfully through early 
diagnosis, the Durban conference 
underlined the need to develop 
better communications between 
scientists and medical personnel on 
the ground to optimise resources. 
Cultural taboos remain an obstacle 
to successful treatment. ' . 

A Nigerian delegate told the con- 
ference Monday drat the-use of 
simple- medical suppositories, 
which could be an effective beat- 
merit in Isolated reglohs, risked 
offending many African .families 
because of cultural tabops, ‘ - v ; n • 
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DEAR DR. OOTTs My 
TO -year- old husband 
has had double vision 
for six months. All the 
tests are normal. His 
speech Is slightly 
slurred. I think Hint he 
had a stroke, but the 
doctors say It's a nerve 
palsy. I'm very puz- 
zled. 

DEAR READER: So am I. A 
nerve palsy or weakness will 
usually affect just the eyes. 
When speech is impaired, the 
prudent physician should con- 
sider other causes, such as a 
stroke or brain disorder, I 
think that your husband 
should see a neurologist 
before permanent damage 
results. 

DEAR DR. GOTIfc I suf- 
fer from gout, for 
which my doctor pre- 
scribed colchicine to 
use for pain. I know It's 
caused by uric add, but 
would like to know 
how I can control my 
uric add so this Intense 
pain won't return. Will 
a special diet help? 
DEAR READER: Long ngo, 
before the availability of 
anti-gout medication, diet 
was the mainstay of therapy. 
Although uri? acid, tlte cause 
of gout, is normally manu- 
factured in the body as a 
byproduct of protein metab- 
olism, dietary sources of uric 
acid could certainly trigger 
attacks of painful gouty 
arthritis when combined 
with the body's own produc- 
tion. Consequently, gout suf- 
ferers were advised to elimi- 
nate alcohol and uric acid- 
containing foods, notably 
organ meats, such as sweet- 
breads, liver and kidneys. 
Today, fortunately, such 
dietary prohibitions are 
largely unnecessary, 

although some restrictions 
are reasonable. (For exam- 
ple, liver not only contains 
uric acid but large quantities 
or cholesterol as well, Do 1 
get free brownie points from 
all you adults who, as chil- 
dren, were to|d to eat your. 
, liver?) Modern drugs can 
effectively treat, as well as. 
; prevent, goutL Ask your doc- 
tor if ajlopriri nol, a gout pre- 
; , veil tjye, ‘-would be apprbpri- 
ate, for you to use. i,. . 
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TE<MN«HtP9«^| SYRIAN GSM SYSTEM WAITS 

for 'green light' ■ 


HELSINKI — Finnish encryption software and computer virus pro- 
tection group Data Fellows on Friday warned that a malicious 
vims threatens computers worldwide on April 26. The April 26 
activation date is the 13th anniversary of the Chernobyl nuclear 
disaster and the eve of a major European information security fair 
in London, Dara Fellows said. The CIH 102 vims - also called C1H. 
1003 - can destroy a computer's hard disk and the contents of 
memory chips. Data Fellows said in a statement. “When the virus 
activates, it destroys most of the information stored on the com- 
puter's hard disk and it will also try to destroy the FJash-BIOS 
memory chip,” Data Fellows said in a statement. If the virus suc- 
ceeds in destroying the BIOS memory chip, the computer cannot 
be switched oil and it will be useless, until a computer expert 
reprograms the chip, it added. 

The virus is widespread on the Internet, it said. Data Fellows 
recommended that computer users take backup of their files and 
update their anti-virus software before April 26, but said the virus 
would probably not be a problem for those who have anti-virus 
program updated in 1999 - Reuters 


WHEN FRENCH PRIME Minister Lionel Jospin said he would have 
to push the country kicking and screaming into the age of Internet 
he wasn't kidding. According to a press release by the French 
Embassy, an English and French Intemerslte, the forth for Jordan, 
has been launched to supply users with useful information about 
the French and their country. In addition, surfers will be able to 
find out how to obtain a visit visa. "We are happy because the site 
of the French Embassy will place new French written pages to 
accommodate the French literate user whereby an English trans- 
lation of the text is accessible * said the statement by the 
embassy. The forth pite will be added to those of the Economic 
Sector www, dree.org/Jordanie, the French Cultural Center ■ 
www.multimama.com/ccclamrnanand and French school 
www.efa.edu jo. 

The pages will aim at “educating the general public about 
France's numerous facets including it's foreign policies which is 
elaborated on by the site of the Ministry of Foreign AfTairs, 
www.france.dipornaite.gouv.fr., which shows internet members 
the embassy's diverse services and programs." The launch of the 
new site coincides with Internet day on March 20th and 21st and 
with the Francophone anniversary. “The Francophone anniver- 
sary, celebrated by 52 countries, will take place in collaboration 
with Amman's municipality and the eleven Froncofphone coun- 
tries represented in Jordan," announced the statement - The Arab 
Daily. 


Ordinary Syrians an still waiting to be 
allowed to use mobile telephones. Officially 
the country is still waiting for the technology 
but as Alan George in Damascus reports, gov- 
ernment paranoia about the threat the phones 
pose to the authoritarian regime is the more 
likely reason for the delay. 

DAMASCUS — Asked when Syria would be 
getting irs first public mobile telephone 
system. Makram Obeid, chairman of the 
Syrian Telecommunications Establishment 
(STE), could not answer with precision. 
“Maybe at the end of 1999 or in 2000," he 
said. TVvo years ago, another senior official 
from the same organization was equally 
uncertain. "We are still awaiting the green 
light," he said. 

Two million Syrians are on the waiting 
list for a telephone and STE officials explain 
the delay in terms of priorities. The devel- 
opment of the basic telecommunications 
network has been far more important, they 
insist. 

The real reason for the slow progress is, 
however, widely understood, to be ’the 
Syrian government's fears about security. 

President Hafez Al Assad's authoritarian 
■ regime is one of the most security-con- 
scious in the Middle East, and it likes to 
maintain a tight monopoly both on infor- 
mation and on the means or communicat- 
ing it. Modem phones could be used by 
plotters against the- government' and the 
modern* cellular variety are extremely hard 
to bug. That is anathema to Big Brother 
governments, 

In one breath the government asserts a 
commitment to economic modernization 
and a desire to attract foreign investment. 
In the next it reaffirms its commitment to 
restrictions which are the antithesis of 
modernization and which could not be 
more inimical to investors. 


It goes witltout saying, perhaps, that 
Syria already has a restricted mobile system 
- for use by government agencies - and 
equally it goes without saying, perhaps, 
that eventually the case for a public mobile 
phone system will become irresistible. Such 
was tiie case witli fax machines, which were 
outlawed in Syria until 1995 - a decade 
after they became fixtures in Western 
offices. Security considerations were again 
thought to be a major factor in . Syria 
remaining fax-lcss lor so long. 

Computer communications and the 
Internet have caused similar headaches. For 
some years government officials have 
acknowledged the need for an Internet 
connection and there were claims that the 
STE was working op it. But nothing hap- 
pened and frustrated Syrians had no option 
but to dial into access providers In neigh- 
boring and more liberal Jordan and 
Lebanon. 

Things however did move on at home 
and SyriaNet, a network confined to Syria, 
was officially inaugurated by the' 
President's son, Bashar. Bashar is being 
groomed as Assad's successor and his role 
in launching SyriaNet indicated the govern- 
ment’s desire to underline its commitment 
to high technology. But there is a lingering 
suspicion that the domestic network was 
created as a reluctant reaction to the 
uncontrollable accessing of the full internet 
via Syria's neighbors. Such suspicions are 
fuelled by the fact that the network has so 
far been accessible only to government 
departments and state-owned enterprises. 
Tills year, however, it is to become available 
first to private enterprises and then to indi- 
vidual domestic users. 

In another sign that the regime recog- 
nizes that it Is fighting a losing battle has 
been the lifting of the import ban on com- 
puter modems for the establishment of 


local area computer networks. 

’Hie development of electronic mail has 
also been slower than elsewhere In the 
region. A domestic e-mail system is func- 
tioning hut an international system Is beiw 
commissioned only this month. 4 
Although Syria may be moving, howwsc 
reluctantly into the modem telecornmuni- 
cations world, the governing regimes an. 
lions and unreconstructed management of 
change has not gone unnoticed among 
observers of the international scene. 

"The Syrian government’s approach to 
the less controllable aspects of comimmic* 
tions is part of a political culture which mty 
have served its purpose before the demise 
of the Soviet Bloc and the arrival of the 
global economy but which today is almost 
quaintly anachronistic," said George Jolft, 
deputy director of the Royal institute of 
International Affairs in London. He noted 
that this same culture had manifested Itself 
in February's referendum in which no ten 
rhan 99.987 per cent of the electorate 
expressed themselves to be in favor of a 
fifth seven-year term in office for President 
Assad and in which only 219 people voted 
against in the whole of Syria. 

“It’s reminiscent of Ceauscexu's 
Romania," said Joffe. "Assad probably is 
quite popular but no-one is that populari* 
Maya Foulds, editor of the London-based 
journal Middle East Communications, takei 
a similar view. “The Syrian government* 
like some others in the region - may try w 
hold back the tide but they will not suc- 
ceed," she said. “Today's communications 
technology, whether in the area of sateffe 
television or mobile telephones, is quae 
simply beyond the control of individtuf 
governments.'' 


INTERNET: THE END OF THE ENGINE 


ATHENS — Being technologically backward is not always a bad 
thing. Greek experts argued Wednesday that the lock of a long- 
established local computer Infrastructure has become an asset for 
a country where Information technology is relatively new. “Greece 
is lucky tltat it is a rookie in technology," said fthnls 
Charalambidis, a member of the Federation of Hellenic 
Information Technology Enterprises, "It is lucky that a large part 
of its technology is new." Charalambidis and other experts held a 
conference io discuss the millennium bug's effects on tourism, 
one of Greece's largest forefgn currency earners. He said that with 
the exception of automated reservation systems, the tourlsm,sec- 
tor will face few problems because it is not yet fully wired. But 
Charalambidis warned Greece could be hit by a btig-re late d domi- 
no effect.Although most small to riild-sizet) Greek tourism com- 
panies use newer bug-free systems, they could experience prob- 
lems from interacting with larger companies that have not taken 
steps to protea themselves. “Your hotel may riot have a problem, 
but will your customers come the' first 15 days of 2000, or won't 
they because their planeswon't fly," he said, According to experts, 
most of the country’s bigger hotels have already taken steps to 
deal With the problem. Stavros Voglatzis, Information systems 
manager at Athens' intercontinental Hotel, said that his, company 
began damage control three years ago! Among problems Voglatzis 
wants to minimize include the possibility of being sued by an irate 
customer who gets stuck in an elevator on New Year's dpy and 
misses a flight - The Associated Press. , ' 


Once upon a time, search 
engines were simple, efficient 
and easy to use. Then Wall 
Street took notice - and now 
they Ye flabby complicated 1 por- 
tals’ . Why? The answer has 
something to with the guif of 
understanding between true 
Netheads and big business. 

LONDON — if you want to 
understand the commercial 
frenzy which currently sur- 
rounds the Internet, the best 
place to start is the nine- 
teenth-century railway indus-. 
try 1 in Britain. Then, as now, 
people invested wildly in any- 
thing connected with the new 
network - including companies 
and lines that never made a 
profit. Then, as now, many of 
those who bought . those, 
stocks had no real understand- 
ing of what they were buying 
into. They just figured that 
railways were the coming 
thing. And when they couldn't 
buy railway stock,- they gam-, 
pled on buying real estate' 
close to railheads and June- 1 


tions, on the grounds that It 
was bound to be worth some- 
thing, even if only as sites for 
bordellos. 

The contemporary equiva- 
lent of the railheads are the 
search engines such as Yahoo f, 
Infoseek, AltaVista, HotBot, 
Excite and Lycos. Since they 
are the starting points for 
most users' explorations of 
the Net, they attract millions 
of virtual visits a day, and the 
business world thinks there 
must be a way of making 
megabucks from all those eye- 
balls. This Is why outfits such 
as Yahoo! are now Worth bil- 
lions on paper, even if they 
make little, if 1 any, actual prof- 
it. They have become the “por- 
tals” of the Web and - in the 
opinion of Wail Street * its 
most valuable properties. 

And it's beginning fo show. 
As the search engines meta- 
morphose into portals, , they 
become bloated 1 apd vulgar, 

■ The. riser who. simply Wants to 
jtype.y query into a bovls Sut) 1 *’ 
' denly confronted with animat; : 


ed images and flashing ban- 
ners and invitations to win 
cars, money or crips to 
Barbados. When I last checked 
Lycos (www.iycos.com) i was 
greeted by a dog bouncing n 
ball, a flashing banner ad 
("Run down? Rev Up with nat- 
ural Energy Enhancers”) and a 
chance to “Win $1 million If 
you pick the perfect bracket," 
It's the old story of n busi- 
ness mindset which doesn't 
understand the Net. These 
portals are trying to be all 
things to all users - one-stop 
shops for news, entertain- 
ment, weather, sports, share 
tips, TV listings, etc. They are 
doomed to fail because the 
Net is all about something 
quite, quite different - namely 
individuals choosing, what 
they want, and only what they 
Want; *- ; i 

Before It became a business 
going nowhere, Yahool was 
; Called “Dave and Jerry's Guide 
to the Wbrld Wlde Web."- Dave 1 : 


(FHo) and Jerry (Vang) «« 
graduate students at Stanford 
who had the idea of mdfln ? 3 
directory of the burgeoning 
Web. Now they're the bUIEon- 
oire owners of 3 
great virtual blllboardwidiefr 
suite directory services. 

Still, maybe Da 
will appreciate the Irwff 
being wiped out by Wff , 
Brin and Larry Page. W ; 
Stanford graduates 
with a great Idea bw1 

(www.googleicom) , 

Web pages using an 

algorithm .which i * 

on the basla ofwhtt 1 !^® 

It's a kind of ahtoMtf{*2 


It s a Kinu wr-iT ^ 
review ofthe klnd^ . ■ 

form but .vWrk^ Jf? 1 ^ 
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Q & A OVER CHINA'S 
THEFT OF NIIKE SECRETS 


WASHINGTON (AP) — China's alleged 
jkft of nuclear weapons technology 
Horn a federal laboratory has fueled a 
powing national security controversy, 
gut much surrounding the case remains a 
mystery. 

Here, in question and answer form, is 
i look at what is known. 

Q: What was stolen and when? 

A: US intelligence experts believe 
Aim to the mid-1980s obtained critical 
bu about development of “minlatur- 
itid" nudear warheads from the Los 
Alamos National Laboratory In New 
toko. It's not known exactly what 
(formation was obtained. 

$ How did they find out and when? 

A: The United States learned in 1995 
dlit China had made an unusually rapid 
Inp in warhead development. A 1988 
dilnese document, obtained by US intel- 
Igtnce, and close analysis of Chinese 
stapons tests prompted US officials to 
uspect China had developed a warhead 
inilar to the W-88 miniaturized war- 
tail developed at Los Alamos. 

Q: What Is. the national security sig- 
rifkince? 

A^The development has helped China 
tflty a missile with multiple warheads 
op*We of striking more than one target. 
Especial cia task force has been asked 
togive a detailed analysis of the security 
^cations by April. 

Q: What was the US response? 
h The FBI began an investigation in 
fl| ly 1996, focusing immediately on the 
%al weapons labs, especially Los 
ihmos, where the W-88 was designed. It 
wrewed the list to five prime suspects 
utd eventually to a Taiwan-born comput- 
cricientist at Los Alamos. 

Q=Who is Wen Ho Lee? 

*8om in Taiwan in 1939, Lee is a nat- 
uralized US citizen who has worked at 
L « Alamos since the 1970s. The com- 
tdentist became an early target of 
fBI investigation in 1996, but appnr- 

flH| y was directly confronted only 
recently. 

was Lee singled out? 

A; That is still not totally dear, except 
!!!r was ethnic Chinese, that his work 


in the 1980s reportedly involved war- 
head computer codes and trigger mecha- 
nisms, and that he had made at least one 
trip to China in the 1980s, along with his 
wife, to attend a conference. Lee and his 
wife live in a suburb of Los Alamos where 
neighbors describe him as friendly and 
unassuming. Associates say he had no 
direct involvement in warhead design or 
access to blueprints. 

Q: Why was Lee fired and has he been 
charged with a crime? 

A: Lee was fired March 8 after he had 
been interviewed for several days by the 
FBI. Lee has not been charged with any 
crime. He was fired for failing to inform 
his superiors of contact with “a sensitive 
country," failing to “properly safeguard 
classified material" and "apparently 
attempting to deceive" officials about 
security-related issues. He was said to 
have failed a polygraph in February, but 
no details on why he failed are available. 

Q: Why did this investigation take 
three years and why did it surface now? 

A: Law enforcement sources say inves- 
tigations involving espionage often takes 
years. This case was made more difficult 
because the alleged offense took place 
so long ago, and investigators were try- 
ing to re-create what may have happened 
in the mid-1980s. The FBI sought but 
could not get approval for tapping Lee's 
telephone, and only in recent weeks did 
the FBI confront Lee directly. The dis- 
missal occurred two days after The New 
York Times - though not naming Lee - 
detailed the espionage case. Energy 
Secretary Bill Richardson called the tim- 
ing of the news report and the dismissal 
a "coincidence.” 

Q: Was the investigation . given ade- 
quate priority? 

A: The White House insists the investi- 
gation was aggressively pursued begin- 
ning in 1996. When more detailed infor- 
mation about security problems at the 
labs were reported In mid-1997, new 
security measures were imposed within 
six months. Critics charge that security 
problems continued well into 1998 and 
may persist even today. And they ques- 
tion why Lee was allowed to remain in a 


sensltiye job with top security. 

Q: How has security been approved at 
the national labs? 

A: Workers in sensitive jobs now are 
subject to polygraph; increased screen- 
ing is required or visitors, with back- 
ground checks made on foreign visitors 
from “sensitive countries" such as Russia 
and China; counterintelligence officers 
are assigned to each lab; and a new 
director for counterintelligence was 
hired at US Energy Department head- 
quarters, reporting directly to 
Richardson. 

Q: How secure arc the labs? 

A: Richardson insists the security 
changes that were made "are addressing 
the problem" but that he has "no illu- 
sions” that China will continue to try to 
obtain US secrets. Critics are still not 
sure security is what it should be at the 
labs. A 700-page report, which 
Republican lawmakers want largely mode 
public, details worrisome security laps- 
es, the critics argue. 

Q: The political fallout? 

A: Although the suspected Los Alamos 
espionage dates back to Ronald Reagan's 
administration. Republican critics have 
used it to challenge President Bill 
Clinton’s broader policy of engagement 
with China. GOP presidential hopefuls 
have accused the Clinton White House of 
not pursuing the investigation promptly. 

Q: What's next? 

A: Intelligence committees of both the 
US Senate and House have promised to 
pursue the issue of weapons lab security. 
Clinton is expected to raise the espi- 
onage issue when Chinese leaders visit 
next month. And sometime soon, a spe- 
cial House committee on technology 
losses to China hopes to make public 
most of its 700-page findings, including 
details about the Los Alamos investiga- 
tion. In Los Alamos, there is no indica- 
tion that Lee will be prosecuted anytime 
soon, though the investigation contin- 
ues. Lee has not been seen publicly, but 
reportedly has hired a lawyer. 
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US FEDERAL TRADE 
COMMISSION APPROVES 
SETTLEMENT WITH INTEL 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) 
on Wednesday announced approval of a settlement with com- 
puter chip giant Intel over charges the company abused its 
monopoly power. 

Terms of the settlement will now be subject to a 60-day 
period of public comment, after which the commission will 
determine whether or not to make it final. 

A tentative deal between Tritef and FTC attorneys was 
announced March 8, one day before the case was scheduled 
to go to trial before an administrative (aw judge. 

Intel had been accused of having withheld vital Information 
from three companies in a bid to force them to license their 
patented technologies to the chip giant. 

Under the settlement, which FTC commissioners approved 
by a vote of 3-0 with one member not participating because 
of illness, Intel would be prohibited from withholding techni- 
cal data as a means of pressuring potential rivals. 

But an FTC statement added that the arrangement “would 
protect Intel's right to withhold its information or micro- 
processors for legitimate business reasons." 

Intel expressed satisfaction with the settlement. 

“Although we have different interpretations regarding 
Intel’s market position and the legality of our past actions, 
the compromise provides a framework for resolving future 
intellectual property dispures with our customers," said Craig 
Barrett, president and chief executive officer. 

The FTC complaint, filed in June, stemmed from charges 
that Intel held back critical information from Digital 
Equipment Corporation, Intergraph Corporation and Compaq 
Corporation. 

While the three firms at the time were involved in intellec- 
tual property litigation against Intel, the FTC insisted that 
Intel did not have the right to deny them advance informa- 
tion. 

It said such information about new microprocessor prod- 
ucts is essential to Intel customers who design and sell com- 
puter system products. 

According to the commission, Intel's 80 percent share of 
the microprocessor market endows it with substantial 
"monopoly power” that if improperly used could influence 
decisions by companies that compete with it in certain sec- 
tors. 

The FTC said Intel cut off Digital, Intergraph and Compaq 
after they had cried to assert patent rights to microprocessor- 
related technologies or refused to license the products to 
Intel. 

Such practices, the commission argued, erode incentives to 
innovate and compete and serve to shore up Intel's market 
dominance. 

The settlement would bar Intel from withholding critical 
information or microprocessors from customers with whom it 
is engaged in an intellectual property dispute. 

But the arrangement does specify instances in which Intel 
would be justified In refusing to provide information, for 
example, ir the customer planned to use it to design compet- 
ing microprocessors. 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 2(1, 1999 

By Stella Wilder 

B orn today, von are a colorful and 
vibrant individual with a playful 
streak. This enables you to derive 
more enjoyinenr our of everything 
you do than most others bom under 
your sign. Despite tin's, you take your 
work seriously, and your dedication and hard 
work are sure to bring you much success in the 


ENTERTAINMENT 23 


career of your choice, provided that you choose 
one chat enables you to develop your ralents to 
the fullest capacity. With distractions abound, 
you have a knack for fixing your attention on only 
those rhings that you have consciously undertak- 
en at a given time. Despite your playful nature, 
you're not one to "play around” when you are 
working. 

Your unique outlook provides you with untold 
and unexpected opportunities at e very turn, for 


you are more likely to embrace formidable dial 
lenges while others turn from them. You can be a 
fierce competitor when the rime comes, and you 
will put up a fight of any kind if the situation calls 
for decisive action. 

Also bom on this date are: Spike Lee, director; 
William Hurt, actor; Carl Reiner, producer, writer, 
director; Fred Rogers, TV personality known as 
"Mister Rogers"; Hal Linden, actor. 


OR Q s c 


Pisces 

( c 8b,19.-M«rchao} 

*^>’ i : ; 

^6lngthe stakes, 
^(lularty where a 
-petj^pojebMs con- 
; cefried, There Is 
'^itymbre on the 
8ne than you thinkl 


(Aug. 23-Scpt. 2a): 
•You must strive for 




May be(ween yourself 
andltiose who do.not 
share your opinions, 
beliefs, pf way of life. 

Ba tolerant! : 


■I 1 \!| il I 

(MureliiVl-AprlLlfi). 

You must take some 
time to figure out the ins 
and outs of a tricky 
business deal today. 
You don't want to gel 
caught “with your pants 
down." 


(f ’opt, awjet. L'fl): 

You'll benefit from a 
newly developed point 
of view today. There is 
no longer a need for 
you to rely on the same 
outdated thoughts and 
methods. 


YftUJUKS 

(April 2Q?Muy P.0): 

Others fray be accus- 
. Ing you. of rldlrig on 
someone else’s coat- 
tails at this, time, but the 
fact is that yod are In 
complete control of your 
own destiny. 


. ®mm] 

(May 21 -Jiiiuj ^:1>: 

Self-dispipllne Is the key 
today.; Others. might 
flash potential distrac- 
tions In front of you in 
order to keep you from 
reaching the finish line. 


< Jun«. a;?.- Ji'iy v'iy. 

. Your popularity may be * 
on the line today, but 
don't even, entertain the 
possibility of compromis- 
ing your principles at this 
time. Stand firm! 


IEO 

{■My i:3'vfii'jy,aa) 

■ # • r 1 

You’ll be a favorite ■ 
today among those ; 
who want everyone to 
follow the rules arid be 
painstakingly methodi- 
cal. Risk-taking Is not. 
for you today. 


SCOfiW'sj HA Kill' r: tiAS-i 

(Od. u4-Nuv. :VI) (Wiiv.iSll Dnis. Ml): (Doc. tfLJun. ID): (.Inn HU-FuEi. 1M): 


You’re on the verge of 
something new today, 
but you may want to 
slow down and be sure 
you're on the right track. 
Keep your wits about 
you I 


This is a good day to 
focus more on your own 
physical health and state 
of mind. Questions of 
skill and stamina are 
sure to arise. 


(Dim. Hft-Jun. 10): 

Invitations are likely to 
come your way today, 
but you may have the 
time for only one or two 
meetings or social gath- 
erings. *010056 
' carefully. 


(.Inn gu-L-crij. in): 

Should you find your- 
self in over your head 
today, slow down and 
assess the situation. A 
friend or loved one can 
show you the way out. 



'include coun- 
linger Jerry Reed In 1937 
(>9* 62). ..Carl Palmer of 
tanon Lake and Palmer lame 
nd else off Asia, in 1951 (age 
!*)•■. Jimmy Vaughan, of the 
' _ Ul Thunderhlrds and the 
brother of the late Stevie 
Vaughan, also in 1951 (age 
Stray Cats drummer 
JJjj Jim Phantom in 1961 (age 


Iadov's nmstefli 

milestones- 

fnl935, “Your Hit Parade” debuted on 
> radio. 

| /^68, Eric Clapton and BufTalo 

Fiinu , mem ^ ers Neil Young, Richie 
si™ ^ ess * na were arrested at a 
0m L e 1-05 An S e * e s. They were 
| ^ Wh “being in a place where it is 
f t " al mfl rijuana is being used." 

1 

| J°hn Lennon and Yoko Ono 

f Cihni?^ f t,ie British Consulate in 

^ e ^bSt a r istant peter Brown 

I Bowie married Angela 

I Bromley, England, . 


Vi- i il i ‘ 

/.*ViV l li' 1 ! 1;-V*f 

In Vy/[, Janis Joplin posthumously 
topped the Billboard Hot- 100 singles chart 
with "Me and Bobby McGee." 

In 1 987, Boy George pleaded guilty to 
possession of marijuana charges in a 
London court. He was releasedion a "con- 
ditional discharge." 

Also in 1987, Kenneth Tlireadgill - 
patriarch of the Austin, Texas, music scene 
who gave Janis Joplin her start - died at the 
age of 78. 

In 1 99 1 , Michael Jackson signed anoth- 
er contract with Sony in a deal estimated to 
be worth more than one-billion dollars. 

Also In 1991. a Los Angeles Jury 
awarded Peggy Lee three-point-eight-mil- 
lion dollars In her lawsuit against Disney for 
not sharing with her the profits from the 
videotape sales of "Lady and the TVamp." 
Lee did four character voices and wrote six 
songs for the animated film. ..and was paid 
35-hundred dollars. • ■ ; .. 

* m I"; 

And In 1991, the four-year-old son of 
Eric Clapton was killed .when he fell from 
the window of his mother's 53 rd'fioor New 
York City apartment. > :■! ■ * 

In: t994. Madonna Won j the;; worst 

actress ka^Aw^itl : foe,the^lrd,tifne i for/ 
her film "Body of pvjdence.’', f 'V 


im- Ik-::. ' i 


In the National Association of 

Recording Arts and Sciences announced ihc- 
1997 Grammy Awards would be held ar 
New York's Madison Square Garden - mark- 
ing the first time the show was being 
staged in an arena setting. 

In 1998, a federal jury in Springfield, 
Missouri, cleared Tony Orlando of sexual 
harassment and discrimination chaises in a 
lawsuit filed by two of his former backing 
singers at the Yellow Ribbon Theater in 
Branson. 

By Penny Nelson (UPI) 


TODAY'S' 

/MUSICAL 

QUIZ 

Who were the Rolling 
Stones singing about in 
the 1973 single /'Angie"? 

Answer: Angela 

Barnett, David Bowie's 
bride, 


CLINTON JOKES AT 


WASHINGTON (UPI) — Joined by 
first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
President □inton last night began his 
springtime lb ray into world of annual 
journalist dinners, poking fiin at 
White House and media handling of 
his year of scandal. 

Attending the Radio and TV 
Corespondents' Dinner, die first cou- 
ple first sat as organization hosts 
handed out awards to fellow 
reporters for coverage of the presi- 
dent's belatedly admitted sexual 
affair and resulting impeachment. 

Clinton immediately laundied into 
his prepared series of jokes, dedar- 
ing, "I want to thank you for your invi- 
tation to come have dinner with 
2 jXX) members of the Washington 
press corps/ 1 and then adding; 'TFttiis 
isn't contrition, I don't know wliat is." 

T know you can’t really laugh 
about this," he told die roomful of 
reporters. “I mean, the events of the 
last year have been quite serious. If 
the Senate vote had gone the other 
.way I wouldn't be here tonight I 
demand a recount" . 

The president then proceeded 
through a comedy routine that 
involved a series of jokes at his own 
expense, finding humor in his ten- 
dencies to avoid questions, overstate 
his accomplishments and project pn 
Image ofempqthy. 

. Clinton included references to the 
ongoing speculation about whether, 
the first tony will seek the Seriate seat 
from NewTbrk. 

. The president,; in his remarks on 
the subject, sald of his wife, “I hon- 
estly don’t know what she’ll decide. 
But I am tell you this; TfesEerday at 
breakfast she was complaining that it 
Is impossible to get a decent begel in 
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DANCE 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


ACR0S8 

1 Actor 
Marlon 

7 Comes with 

13 More like 
Uriah Heap 

14 Peter of 
."My 
Favorite 
Year” 

15 Cuba or 
Bermuda 

16 Wise 
counselor 

17 Hawaiian 
wreath 

18 Finish 

20 Marsh 

21 Fat around 
kidneys 

23 Legal 
matter 

24 Sterlet's 
quest 

25 Attention- 
getting 
sound 

27 Comprise 

20 Thousands 
of years 

31 ' Necessity 
for life 

32 Three, In 
Turin 

33 Scold 

34 Senator 


Ksnnedys 

turf 

37 Carol 

40 To laugh, In 
Toulouse 

41 Lay 

43 Bicycle part 

45 U.N. 
member 

46 Baseball 
stetlBUc 
(abbr.) 

47 109, Roman 

45 Property 

61 "La — ” ■ 
(Puccini . 
opera) 

54 Unlock 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


uuuiasa bsuhihgji 

LHIIMULeIH GffltlUUH 

iuh u nraa uaiiiH 
awBUisis a 

EJdMHQl U3HL3 0UU 
HUQflQH LDUUHtiQ 

mMBUCja EiaamsB 
1300 HUB EUBIIBBB 
HaUEilllBa 
HH0U UUU 00D 
DHHLUIjUB 
BGJBBLSIil UBS00H 


55 Smoother 
58 Paced 
57 Gentlest 

DOWN 

1 Cooks 
chicken, 

B arheps 

QVOll (2 
wde.) ' 

3 Buddies 
4 TV's — 
Peeples 
6 Lion's 
home 

6 Command 
7 Slave 


8 Map abbr. 

9 Greek 
Island 

10 PaaBable 

11 Dismal 

12 8ult1abrfc 
19 By birth 
22 Feared 

African fly 
24 Fifth word 
of "Auld 
Lang Syne” 
26 Legal 
wrong 

28 Favoritism 
30 Artlflelal 
rubber 
34 Actress 
Jacqueline 


35 Gifted 
speaker 

36 Lump 

38 — Creed 

39 Dirts 

40 They're 
regretful 

42 Hlmslayan 
region 

44 Put into 
action 

49 Gl's 
address 

50 Actor 
Daneon 

52 Caesar’e 
breakfast? 

63 Dress 



SEE SOLUTION TOMORROW 


© 1989 by NEA, Ira. 
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HUMAN . ■ , 


TAKING SEX EDUCATION TOO FAR 

Y ou would think Florine Strimel would have learned some- 
thing from Mary Kay LaTou menu. ..the teacher who became 
involved with a student and had two children by him. Strimel 
- a teacher at Granada Hills High in California - Is accused of 
becoming sexually involved with one of her students. ..a 17-year- 
old boy. 

Among the charges against her is child abduction. ..for taking 
him to her place after he ran away from home. 

THIS BETTER MEAN DECENT FOOD 
AT THE CAFETERIA 

C ollege students who bemoan yearly increases in tuition 
should be happy they don't go to the National University of 
Mexico. Student fees there have leapfrogged over one-thou- 
sand percent. Some 7-thousand students protested outside the 
Mexican Congress. Presumably they walked, since 1 , it’s doubtful 
they cqn noW afford bus fare. 




MARIAH CAREY 
CONSIDERS 
THERAPY 


M ariah Carey says she 
works so hard 
. because she is inse- 
cure. as a result of her child- 
hood and "the whole race 
issue.” Carey tells Jane maga- 
zine she considers herself a 
''mutt” because her racial 
makeup is so mixed up. She 
says people don’t "see one 
specific thing" when they look 
at her. "so they'll say things in 
front of me; you hear people's 
prejudices.” Even though she 
finds that guys still feel threat- 
ened by her, Carey says her 
insecurity is such that she 
"probably should be" in thera- 
py- 


SUING 
MACAULAY] 
CULKIN'S 
FAMILY 


A 

/‘■^against the family of 
actor Macaulay Culkin 
on behalf of some of the vic- 
tims of a fire last December in 
a New York high-rise that the 
family owns. The fire originat- 
ed in the 1 9th lloor apartment 
where Culkin's mother, Patricia 
Brentrup, lived. The suit claims 
that Brentrup was grossly neg- 
ligent for leaving the apart- 
ment door open when she got 
out of the building, four peo- 
ple died in the fire, including 
Wanda Chapell, an executive 
with the Random House pub- 
lishing company. 


lawsuit has been filed 


CHER WILL 
BE A DIVA 


i 



'GREG' IN A 
LOINCLOTH 


T homas Gibson, who co- 
stars with Jenna Elfman 
on the ABC comedy 
"Dharma & Greg,” is being 
transferred to Bedrock for a 
spell. Gibson will play the vil- 
lain, Chip Rockefeller, in the 
upcoming "Fllntstones" pje- 
quel, "The Fllntstones. in Viva 
Rock Vegas 


C r, *iher has joined the line- 
up for VHl's "Divas Live 
.~4‘99" concert at New 
York’s Beacon Theater next 
month. Whitney Houston and 
Tina TUrner were already on 
board. By showtime, there 
should be two more divas in 
the fold. 


SPACIN' 
IWITH JASON 


\fason Alexander will appear 
in an episode of "Star Trek: 
tjjf Voyager” on March 3 1 . 
Alexander, best known as 
George Costanza on the lung- 
running TV comedy "Seinfeld,” 
plays a “charismatic but 
unscrupulous leader of an 
alien think tank” which solves 
problems for a price. 


BIG TIME 
WRITERS 
COME OUT 
FOR 

HEMINGWAY! 


S aul Bellow, Derek 
Walcott, George Plimpton 
and Henry Louis Gates 
headline a list of award-win- 
ning writers who will come to 
the John F. Kennedy Library in 
Boston next month for a sym- 
posium on Ernest 
Hemingway's influence on 
world literature. The 
Hemingway Centennial on 
April 10- 1 1 wiii mark the !00th 
anniversary of Hemingway's 
birth. Caroline Kennedy 
Schlossberg said the JFK 
Library Foundation was "hon- 
ored to host this important 
event celebrating an artist 
whom my parents admired." 
Hemingway's manuscripts and 
'correspondence are housed at 
the library. 


(1 . V -f 


v ►f'-'bm Hanks has been so 
| popular Tor so long, it’s a 
M wonder something like 
this hasn’t happened before. 
There’s a “Stop Torn Hanks" 
campaign underway on El 
Online's Interactive Guide to 
the Academy Awards. Hanks 
has already won two best actor 
Oscars, for “Philadelphia” and 
“Forrest Gump.” lie’s up for 
best actor again this year, for 
"Saving Private Ryan." Hi’s 
"Stop Tom Hanks" game allows 
players to throw old tomatoes, 
rotten eggs and overripe 
bananas at Hanks in a tuxedo. 
But the virtual Hanks doesn’t 
just stand there and take it. He 
ducks behind lintos, paparazzi 
and fans as he tries to get into 
the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion 
for the Academy Awards cere- 
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AIZHEIMEKS DISEASE ' 
Federal scientists are bqinfa 
a big, threeyear study id see | 
drugs or vitamins can keep 
Alzheimer’s disease fiomprogrt* 
ing beyond the mild memory fa 
experienced by most people. 

Neurologists see the sttjdy as 
the start, of a new ( era jh 
Alzheimer's research, htwhkhdor- 
tors start treating people befixe 
their mental function declines fo 
maticnlly. If s being sponsored !y 
the National Institute on Aging. 

VENTILATORS AND 
RESPIRATORY DOTSS 
Hie National Institutes oTHe8h 
has ait slioit a large dmial oil m 
the treatment of Acute Respiratory 
Distress Syndrome after prosing 
that ventilators set to gjve smal 
breaths of oxygetHich air cut dre 
death rate. 

The test was stopped after a 
review of the first 800 parents 
showed about 25 percent fewer 
deaths among patients getting (Ire 
short breaths of air. Hie National 
Heart. Lung and Blood hsaiM 
says the findings could save thou- 
sands of lives eadi year. 

CLEARING BLOOD CLOTS 
The Food and Dm? 
Administration has approved a 
new medical device for renting 
blood clots from blocked bent 


THERE HE GOE$| 
AGAIN WITH 
THE BLACK 
LEATHER 


P at Boone wore black 
leather and an F.lvls wig 
Tuesday at the official 
public announcement that his 
new record company, the Gold 
Label, has signed Sha Na Na. 
The group made Boone an 
honorary member, just for the 
occasion. A couple of years 
ago, Boone got in trouble with 
Christian fans of his cable TV 
show for wearing leather, 
studs and dark glasses on a TV 
show to promote his album of 
heavy metal songs, done to big 
1 band accompaniments. 


art enes, or bypass grans, in peopt 
who can't tolerate dot-busting 
drugs, it's called the AngroJa 
System. 

Angiojet uses a catheter sjswi 
tliat slroots a jet of saline sduaon 
back into die tip of the crfiew 
creating a vacuum to sudi 
blood dots, it's been wid^wd 
to remove clots during kidney tfal 
ysis. 

The treatment takes about one 
minute. 

glowing octopi 

To their surprise, soentiB^ 
discovered bioluminesoent* n 3 
deep-sea octopus. BkAno 

is common in squid and c 

Ihii: is extremely w 
octopods. And in 
case, fire Investigate 

stunned to discover the sow* 
llwllghLJliest^it^ 

Uiifwelthemyswyomw*^ 

evolve the ability to riwkar 

UntoX> 
tool using * 
doctor? 


doctors aiw 

person is coi 
The most 


truly suicidal M j 
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RACK 4 


^oiwlua t to a liadomark ol Hasbro In the Unllod 8talos and Canada and elsewhere ol 
jg^jTsnna PLC. © 1Q9B HaBbra. All rlghla reserved. Used with permission v"""™ ol 
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1000 000 L 

. racki 

DHODDDD r -1 

SSHHEEIH ! 

‘ - r I . - — . RACK 2 

gpoonm , 

8130 00 00 b;.™ I 

' RACKS 

□;□□□□□□ — | 

L_ 

PAR SCORE 185-195 ***** 

by JUDD four rack total - _ 

TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN 

DIRECTIONS: Make a 2 to 7 letter word from the letters in each row. Add 
pfiMstif each yvord, using scoring directions at right. 7-letter words get 50-polnt 
Dumb. 'Bianks” used as any letter have no point vafue. Ail Judd’s words are in 
Official Scrabble Players Dictionary (Merrlam-Wabster) and QSW Official 
Scrabble Words (Chambers). JUDD'S SOLUTION TOMORROW 

MM9 ■ . 0 1999, United Feature Syndicate, irw. 


SCR4BB[£* grams solution by judd 

^ brand ‘ O19S0, United Feature Syndicate, Ino 

0000000 rack 1 ■ 92 

ft 0 |N7 AT] Ms] Ai^ r rack 2 ■ 

S000000 RACK 3 = 61 

0 0 [HI ® @ 0 @ RACK 4 = 

PAR SCO REfl 45- 155 JUDD’S TOTAL 228 

WHHI 

a Uade/nark or Hasbro in Ifte Unttecf Stares end Canada and elsewhere of 
*i3Pear S Sobs PLC. G 1999 Hasbro. All rlQtits resewed. Used with permission. 
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5 ] [^1 RACK 1 = 63 

Sr ^ Oij Tr[ ~TT[ Y4T RACK 2 = 33-- 

SIS00HEn RACK 3 = 17- _ 

SS.M0 0 0 0 Rack 4 = 

wt SCORE 75-85 * JUDD’S TOTAL ^24 

|s a trademark ol Hasbro In Ute Unllod States and Canada ^and elsewhere ol 



ENTERTAINMENT 25 


WORDT GUROV 


BY TRICKY RICKY KANE 


1. Purple fru it on a snare 11 ) Every answer Is a rhyroJjig 

j pair of words tJike FAT CAT 

— — 1 and DOUBLE TROUBLE), and 

Ljjppt to find a low-voiced ginge r (1) they trill (It In the letter 

1 j squares. Hie number after the 

—J r ~ , — 0 — * — — — — deflnitlcMi tells you how many 

3, Train a city ap artmen t pest (I J syllables in endi ^vord. 


3. Train a city apartment i 


4. Singer Fitzgeraid'a guya (2) 


B. More profound anoozer 12) 


B. Alert given before noon (2) 


7. Aotreaa Locklear's plumaa (2) 


© tBW (Jutted Feature Symfloate. irw 



ANSWERS TO THURSDAY’S WORDY GURDY 

1. mg PILE 2. SHUE DUE S. SUER UAH 4. MURAL PLURAL 
B. TRAMPLE SAMPLE 8. PLATEAU CHATEAU 7. TREASURER MEASURER 


n 


GRAFFITI 


O IMS UMTEo FEAlUflE SYMOtOATE Ins. 



BY BRIAN GRANB 



LtT fAE VMT IT TW1$> 

MV VOb UiOliLD BARK 
ATMEAbM? MW WIPE 
VOOQU? gftKte m MV 
UPPERS. 



MOW MM P06 
ME r- 

7 AkiO lOiPE rJ 


e^K&ATME 



FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE 


■1 


BY LYNN JOHN5TON 


what's UNwepsny goin&jj i'll have to sruoy a upt 

-rx Qet i i vs? ■ — 1 lI rtkin i*f i rule iki D^cineu 


If BUT, I’LL BE MEer- 
n IN&NEW > 

1 | PfeOPLE, \ 

I MAKING- vV 

new sItk);; 

FRlEND6,.'r 


ANP <U LW&IN ReSIDEN 
CE. I WON'T BE ABLE T& 
Come Home Tbo 
OFTEM. BUT I'LL 
GET US6P TO \T, 
AN’ iT’LL BE COOL. 




TH&RE ARE SEVEN THINGS IN 
I ™ DRAWING “A" THAT ARE MISS- 

J"® FROM DRAWING "B." HOW MANY CAN YOU FIND? 


hms . 

totABBlrift 



> 'Today we learned to say the alphabet from 

one to a hundred." . • ;■ ' V * ' ^ 


’sna Fio'aiM.'ood NoUPdS !^dVd>(0V9 
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A LOOK AT COUNTRY 
MUSIC AND THE PEOPLE 
MAKING IT TODAY 


NO “HATS OFF" FOR DAVID KERSH 

D avid Kersli can count his lucky stars for hats. He was nom- 
inated last week Tor an Academy of Country Music Award 
- also known in the music industry as a “hat award - for 
Top New Male Vbcalist. 

While he'd love to take the hat award home later this spring, 
another hat came in mighty handy last week. The young country 
singer had agreed to pose shirtless for the July issue of Playgirl 
magazine. Nashville’s Tennessean newspaper reports Kerch was a 
bit apprehensive about the photo shoot at first...but quickly got 

comfortable with the proceedings. 

So comfortable, in fact, that he ended up completely naked at 
the shoot.. .and will be pictured In the magazine wearing only “a 
well-placed cowboy hat. 1 ’ 

"HONEY, I'M GOING ON TOUR WITH BARE NAKED LADIES’ 

B rooks arid Dunn. Conway TVvitty and Loretta Lynn, George 
Jones and Tammy Wynette. Bob Wills and the Texas 
Playboys. They’re enduring country legends whose names 

are nearly inseparable. 

But Ricky Skaggs and the Barenaked Ladies?? Not your average. 

run-of-the-mill collaboration, to say the least. 

Opry member and bluegrass great Skaggs says as strange as it 
may sound, Canadian pop/rock group Barenaked Ladies - which is 
actually a group of men - dropped in on of his shows in New York 
recently and mentioned that Skaggs should open some shows For 
the group. 

The group’s management office' is now discussing with Skaggs 
the possibility of performing 25 dates together this summer. 

The recent Grammy winner was in more traditional company 
last weekend at the Grand Ole Opry...where lie was joined by 
Trisha Garwood, Randy Scruggs. Steve Warmer, John Prine, Vince 
Gill, Jimmy Dickens and others. 

McGRAW ON THE McWEB 
Itamumlhm Wle” - the first single and video from Tim 
McGraw's forthcoming “A Place In The Sun" album - doesn't pre- 
miere on CMT until to morrow... but .fans can find it by logging on 
to on McGraw’s official website (www.timmcgrnw.coml today. 

The CM A Award-winner was the first artist to debut a video on 
his website last spring. Says McGraw - T think this is an exciting 
way to release a video. We had such a great response last time, 
fans hove asked us to do It again. * 


THIS AND THAT 


and Lynard 

Skynord has been called off due to throat problems suffered by 
Skynard's Johnny Van Zant. Williams is reportedly in negotiations 
to join the Charlie Daniels’ Volunteer Jam tour with rockers the 
Marshall Hicker Band and Molly Hatchet. 


MUSIC CITY TRIVIA 


Q: What number-one Roger Miller hit was conceived just out- 
side of Chicago? 

A: Miller's Grammy-winner “King Of The Road" was conceived 
when Miller passed a sign which read "Trailers For Sale Or Rent. 


AZARIAN STRVeeLE 
TO FIND THE FRESH 


E ver since he moved to the United States 
from his native Armenia in November. 1989, 
jazz pianist David Azarian has been strug- 
gling with the challenge of Forging his own musi- 
cal identity. . 

It has never been easy - either economically or 
creatively - yet he is one who resists compromise 
even with the dual challenge of raising a young 

family. , 

The Boston-based player and composer s 
impressionistic approach to music is rooted deep 
inside himself. And when everything clicks prop- 
erly, that's where It flows from. 

“I treat jazz and the jazz musician inside of me 
much more seriously than ever before, says 
Azarian. "Making music is like a confession for 
me. The harmonic progressions of my original 
tunes are helping me to enter into a state where 
my spirit generates its own musical revelations. 

He says the process itself is the reward, and if 
an audience can come along for the ride - and 
even fuel it with positive energy - that’s even bet- 
ter. 

"Improvisation at its best is absolutely sponta- 
neous, intuitive and sometimes even a mindless 
process representing the soul of the musician in 
that particular space and time,” Azarian says. 

Keith Jarrett. Herbie Hancock. Bill Evans and 
Chick Corea have long been heroes who inspired 
his crystalline sound and deeply textured com- 
positions. 

His most recent projects depart from the stan- 
dard jazz repertoire in favor of original tunes that 
are built from the music he has absorbed over 
the years. 

Azarian calls his compositions "Circling 
Cycles," a term that reflects the freshness and 
elastic nature of music that changes every time it 
is performed. 

"ll is a very difficult process," he says. ‘ Today 
you like it, tomorrow you hate it. U can take 
months for a tune to take the right shape. It was 
not an easy process to find the cycle which works 
in the way l want it to.” 

In 1989, Azarian came to the United States 
with his trio for what was planned as a 10-day 
visit to play music as a "thank you" for tire aid 
that Americans sent to Armenia after an earth- 


quake devastated his homeland, which was then 
the Soviet Union’s tiniest republic. 

The Armeniaii-American community welcomed 
him with open arms. He stayed, remarried and 
settled In the Boston area. He didn't return to 
Armenia for a visit until four years ago. He went 
back again last year to headline an international 
jazz festival. 

His first recording, ’’Stairway to Seventh 
Heaven,” was released in 1988 by the California- 
based Mobile Fidelity label in cooperation with 
Melodyia, the official Soviet recording agency. 

His second release, "Living injazzland” a com- 
pilation of live broadcast performances in Boston 
in 1991 and 1997, was released last year by the 
WGBH Educational Foundation. It is due for 
world release later this year by the Enja label, 
which plans to retitle the CD "Hope. " 

Unlike many musicians who prefer the tinker- 
ing comfort that studio sessions provide, Azarian 
prefers the challenge and energy of recording his 
music before an audience. 

“If the chemistry is right, it always brings some 
new excitement.” he said. ”lt is dangerous 
because anything can happen. But my playing 
depends so much on that moment when l am 
going to take chances. It is all just life." 

This month, he formed a new trio with two fel- 
low Boston players, bassist Josh Davis and drum- 
mer Thke Toriyama, for a series of performances 
every other weekend at JazzMasteis. a new tlub 
in Providence. R.l. ■ 

"I'm growing and hoping and praying that 
things will take off. After working all kinds of 
places. I look around and see how great musi- 
cians I respect so much went through sacrifice." 
he said. 

“You can make lots of money playing music 
filled with cliches, but that doesn't bring the kind 
of recognition I want. The way to escape thar is 
to go deep inside and see what you want to do. 

“Jazz to me is much more serious than classical 
music. It has seriousness plus the freedom that I 
needed ” Azarian said. "I want jazz music to be 
treated that way by more people, and by more 
musicians. “ 

United Press International 



A LOOK AT POP MUSIC, 

AliO THE PEOPLE MAKING IT TODAY: 




(UP!) 


Shoryl Crow has added several now 
shows to her tour In support of her 
Grammy-winnlng album "The Globe 
Sessions." They Includo stops In 
Honolulu. ..Virginia-New York...and 
Philadelphia. The road trip began 
last Saturday In Las Vegas. 

DATE VENUE CITY 

3/20 Sun Dome Ihmpa, FL 
3/22 Grand' Ole Opry Nashville, TN 
3/23 Humphrey Coliseum Starksville, MS 
3/24 Sanger Theatre New Orleans, LA 
3/26 Bronco Bowl Dallas, TX 
3/27 The Ariel Theatre Houston, TX 
3/28 The Backyard Austin, TX 
3/30-31 Union Hall Phoenix, AZ 
4/2-4 Pantages Los Angeles, CA 
A/7 County Bowl Santa Barbara. CA 
4/10. Outdoor Amphitheater Honolulu (NEW 
SHOW) 


O 
Jk 

T/n ParaiinouiU Oakland, CA 
4/15 E-Center Salt Lake City. UT 
4/16 Casper Events Center Casper, WY 
4/17 Rushmore Pinza Civic Ctr. Rapid City, SD 
4/19 Midwest Wireless Center Mankato, MN 
(CHANGE) 

4/20 Northrup Auditorium Minneapolis, MN 
4/21 Dane County Coliseum Madison, Wl 
4/22-23 Arle Crown Theatre Chicago. II. 

4/24 Fox Theatre St. Louis, MO 
4/26 Hearns Ccnter/U. of Mo. Columbia, MO 
(CHANGE) 

4/27 Mark of the Quads Moline, IL 

4/28 Toledo University Toledo. OH ' 

4/29 Burris Auditorium Blacksburg, VA (NEW 

SHOW) „ lt _. 

5/1-3 The Beacon New York, NY (NEW SHOW 

ADDED) 

5/4 Orpheum Boston, MA (CHANGE) 

5/6 E Center Philadelphia (NEW SHOW) 

5/8 The Palace Detroit, Ml 

, 5/9 Beale Street Festival Memphis. TN . 

• 1 (Upi) 
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IS HER HUSBAND GUM? 

T he head or the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
is reeling pretty good 
about the "Y2K" problem, 
lane Garvey told Congress 
her agency has made 
"tremendous progress’ 
upgrading its computers to 
avoid the glitch. In fiict, she's 
feeling so confident that at 
midnight, December 31st. 
Garvey says she'll be on a 
commercial, coast-tD-coast 
flight. 

No word ir she'll take out 
iflight insurance. 


[nEEDNT ASK...WECANTCLL 

W hen the military 
came out with it’s 
“don’t ask...don1 
| tell" policy toward gays in 
1 1993. it seemed like a good 
Jcompromise. But a group 
Icalled the Service Members 
Regal Defense Network says 
|lhe policy has done nothing 
jto ease the Pentagon's urge 
|ro root out homosexuality I 
jllie group says more gays 
fiwere booted last year than in 
flany other year. 

SNOT IN THE JOB DESCRIPTOR 

I N ot only do prison 
guards have to worry 
about being attacked 
by inmates, they also have to 
watch out for being the w - 
get or bodily fluids. Up to 30 
times a week in Michigan’s 
prison system, inmates hurl 
various bodily fluids ■ ** 
won't get specific - at gua ■ 

A bill before the state Ma- 
ture would slap 90 days on 

the sentence of any 

prisoner who does that. 
How about hazardous duly 

pay for the gua^ * A 
least a shower differential? 


BECKER WINS 1ST US MATCH IN THREE YEARS 


KffBISCAYNE. Florida (AP) — 
gfljjs Becker played his first 
natch in the United States in 
{jyee years, and he'll have at 

IdSt one more. 

Hie six-time Grand Slam 
damplon. who has been flirt- 
fy with retirement since 1 997 , 
tot Gianluca Pozzi 6-4, 1-6. 6- 
4 in the opening round of the 
(iptofl Championships on 
Thursday. 

Baying in his final U.S. tour- 
ueient, Becker plans to enter 
Wimbledon this summer and 
ien retire. His wife is expect- 
jig their second child in 
| August. 

■| felt 1 had one more 
Wimbledon in me to finish my 
aim where it really started for 
k," said Becker, 31, who has 
un Wimbledon three times. 
’Obviously I'm a few notches 
down, but it's still not easy to 
jlay roe on a good day. The 
□ore matches I have, the more 
tagerous 1 become. Hopefully 
Ion have another good match 
hacouple of days." 

The victory was Becker's first 
h the Uniced States since the 
! 1995 US. Open. Only unseeded 


players were in action on the 
first dny of the Upton. Among 
the winners were Jennifer 
Capriari, who beat Silvija Tnlaja 
6-4, 6-3. and Vince Spadea, who 
swept Franco Squillari 6-3, 6-2. 
Michael Chang, losing his 
fourth match in a row, was elim- 
inated by Juan Antonio Marin 7- 
6 (7-3), 7-6 (9-7), and Petr Korda 
lost to Christian Ruud 6-2, 7-6 
(8-6). Becker looked a step slow 
at limes against Pozzt but 
played aggressively, winning 41 
points at the net. The small 
late-night crowd was subdued 
until the third ser, when chanrs 
of "Let's go, Borisl" broke out. 

Becker became angered by 
several line calls, and he 
screamed at a linesman after 
losing a crucial point in the final 
set. IWo points later, he broke 
Pozzi’s serve for a 5-4 lead, 
then closed out the victory with 
a winning backhand volley, fol- 
lowed by a satisfied fist pump. 

“I'm surprised, actually, ro be 
able to win," Becker said. 

“Pozzi plays every week, bur I 
was able to play well on the big 
points." 

Becker, ranked 78th despite 


his recent inactivity, was play- 
ing just his second match of the 
year and his first in the Upton 
since 1994. He lives part of tile 
year near Key Biscayne but has 
withdrawn from the tourna- 
ment at least four times 
because of ailments. The 
repeated no-shows raised spec- 
ulation that he was more inter- 
ested in spending time on the 
beach than on the court, 

“I owe something to the tour- 
nament," Becker said. “They’ve 
been having a hard time with 
me the last couple of years. It 
was hard to believe 1 was here, 
and at the last minute some- 
thing would happen. I wanted 
to give it one more shot, and 
I'm happy to be able to pull it 
off" 

Becker's second-round oppo- 
nent will be Marat Safin, ranked 
26th. Becker is also scheduled 
to play doubles with Jan 
Michael-Gambill. 

Becker said his schedule after 
rhe Lipton will include Hong 
Kong, Tokyo, Munich, perhaps 
Rome and Queens. He won’t 
play the French Open, a tourna- 
ment he's never won. 



WITH EXPULSIONS AND CHANGES DONE, 
OLYMPIC SCANDAL FOCUS SHIFTS TO SENATE 
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WUSANNE, Switzerland (AP) — 
toodbye, Lake Geneva. Hello. 
Va'asliington. 

Hie focus of the Olympic bribery 
anihl is shifting back over the 
Manic Ocean, now that an emer- 
paq meeting of the International 
tijmpic Committee has finished 
‘ift its first steps at reform. 

up: hearings before the U.S. 
kffle Commerce Committee, 
'tore a hostile and powerliil cliair- 
an awaits, 

Ww McCain, the committee 
and one of the most power- 
^ members of Congress, said the 
tonges made during the two-day 
^ng, though radical by IOC 
’J'dards, "fall far short of the 
lsfonns needed to bring trans- 
Stncy and accountability to the 
“Pnization." 

i have witnessed pro- 
any substantive movement in 
J taction,” said McCain, who 
®ued a series of stinging 
^ about the IOC this week, 
/^saying the IOC needed to do 
its harshest critics among 

^sponsors. 

Wt hear any reform yet," 

I BdJ D Alessan dro, president 
^operations officer oFJohn 
Insurance. "What I heard 

are goins t0 stuc, y 

their headquarters 

- a . ke Friday ’ loc meni - 
tdyr», B d ? ck 3,1 unprecedent- 
haiiu ° L m ^ or changes as they 

t dollar J bo u Und from t,ie million- 

, vote-buyj n g scheme that 

•'*.*■ 2002 

"“■mbers, the first 

kfflJS" *« dub: Cone, 
traditional way the IOC 


chose host cities, with the 2006 
Winter Olympic site to be picked 
From just two finalists and no trips 
to view the venues. 

Added are an ethics commission 
with the first outside members and 
a reform panel - IOC 2000 - that is 
supposed to draw up a radical 
redesign of a body that, except for 
its bank balance, has changed little 
in 105 years. 

Committee leaders said the 
actions proved they are committed 
to mopping lip from the scandal 
and never letting it happen again. 

"We promised to clean house. We 
did it. We promised reforms. We did 
it. We promised an Olympics unit- 
ed. It’s done,” President Juan 
Antonio Samaranch said at a news 
conference wrapping up the extra- 
ordinary session, 

The scandal, he said, "is in the 
past.” and the IOC is ready to move 
forwnrd. 

“Tlie world needs the Olympics 
Games,” Samaranch said. "It Is the 
most Important event In the world, 
not just in sports. The youth of the 
world deserve the Olympic Games." 

Samaranch pledged the IOC 
would cooperate with the McCain 
committee, which has scheduled 
Washington hearings on ,-the 
Olympic scandal for April 14. No 
IOC officials have been subpoenaed 
to testify so far, but whoever is 
asked to appear cart expect a fight,. 

McCain said after the expulsion* 
that they alone Were meaningless i if 
the IOC did not also change ht its 
core, Olympic officials said- they, 
were hopeful thatMcCaln and: Other 
critics Would take time to loQkat 
what the, TOC perceives as revolu-v 
tionary Steps.. 1 ’ 'V. 1 

•; i “We hope Se;n‘atorMcCam \y!|i 


look at all the other things we are 
doing.” IOC vice president Anita 
DeFrantz said. "The expulsions 
were a beginning, not an end." 

Hours later, McCain's office 
Issued another critical statement, 
and D'Alessandro ■ who earlier cut 
off Olympic ad talks with NBC TV 
and removed the Olympic Rings 
from corporate papers - said 
progress had been made - but not 
much. 

"it would be moving the ball 5 
yards," be said. 

DeFrantz. the senior Olympic offi- 
cial in the United States, said she 
understood skepticism about the 
convictions of a tradition-bound 
club to change its stripes, but asked 
for time and patience. 

"No one should accept it at face 
value, just as no one should accept 
it If we came out and said, ' Look at 
us, we’re pure.’" she said. “But we 
hope people will look at the whole 
panoply of what we do.” 

McCain said the fact that 
Samaranch would pick the mem- 
bers and serve as chairman of IOC 
2000, described as the main engine 
of reform, was “worrisome at best” 

“If the purpose of the new panel 
is to truly restore the integrity of 
the organization, it must be com- 
pletely Independent and its recom- 
mendations must be binding,” the 
senator said. "That is true of any ini- 
tiative for reform anywhere in the 
world,”. 

DeFrantz siiid Samaranch’s lead- 
ership of the commission was not a 
retreat from change. 

’’Presiding over a meeting doesn't 
mean. you make all foe decisions," 
she said. "Everything we dp will he 
Criticized urttiPthe first athlete 
sttjrts competing in' Sydney (at the 
2000 'Olympics). ;i accept! that is the 
Way it’s going thi be;" . ’ ' r. - 


COLES EX-WIFE CLAIMS JEWELRY 
WAS GIVEN FOR ATHENS BID 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland (ATP) — A fax 
containing fresh evidence linking 
Australian International Olympic 
Committee member Phi! Coles to the cor- 
ruption and bribery scandal arrived lie re at 
IOC headquarters on Friday. 

The fax was from Coles's ex-wife 
Georgina. She claimed the former life- 
guard had been given 6,000 dollars worrh 
of jewelry by the failed Athens 1996 
Games bid committee. 

Her message was addressed to IOC 
director-general Francois Carrard. 

IOC vice-president Dick Pound, who 
heads the movements' anti-corruption 
probe that has already led to the expulsion 
of six members, has now reopened his 
investigation of Coles. 

On Thursday, Pound announced that the 
probe into the Australian was closed. 
Coles had been given a warning after the 
Pound inquiry discovered he had received 
40,000 dollars in hospitality from Salt Lake 
City before and after its successful bid for 
the 2002 Winter Games. 

But despite the claim from his wife. 
Coles, who claims he accepted no Jew- 
ellery and that his ex-wife is out to dis- 
credit him, remained defiant. 

"I not quitting the IOC,” he said. 

"My ex-wife would not know Carrard if 
she bumped into him," he added, hinting 
she was being put up to it. 

But despite his refusal to step down ’ 
there is growing pressure on the 67-year- 
old, a member of the IOC since 1982. 

Earlier on Friday, Prime Minister John 
Howard warned that Australia's reputation 
is now tied to Sydney's 2000 Olympics and 
hinted he may use his influence to bring 
an end to the Coles controversy. 

He also criticized New South Wales for 
giving too much power to; the Australian 
• Olympic Committee (AOQ, which can veto 
any move by the organizing committee to 
sack Coles while lie Is an IOC member. 

The Sydney Morning Herald published 
, front page photographs of Coles' ex-wife 
wearing the jewellery he denied receiving 
at an Olympics function InTbkyo, 

Howard said he did not think it was "a 
good idea’ to give Olympic officials; the 


power of veto over something which 
involves the public interest to the extent 
of the Sydney Olympics. 

“This is a Australian event more than it's 
a Sydney event, it's being held in Sydney, 
but it goes to tlie reputation of our whulc 
country and there is a public interest in 
the process, and I think with the benefit of 
hindsight that was an error," he said. 

"There are very high ethical standards 
demanded of people in public life. There 
are levels of accountability. I mean politi- 
cians lose their positions if they breach 
certain rules.” 

Coles last month resigned from the AOC 
citing poor health and suspended himself 
from duties with the Sydney Organizing 
Committee for the Olympic Games 
(SOCOG). 

But he is still eligible for 50,000 
Australian dollars (S32.0O0) a year as a 
SOCOG board member, even though New 
South Whies state Olympics Minister 
Michael Knight called for Coles' resigna- 
tion, for the good of all concerned; 

"I’d be very surprised if Mr. Coles sought 
to return, he hasn't played an active role, 
he’s certainly not part of the SOCOG pre- 
sentation team in Lausanne, he hasn’t 
been to board meetings," Knight added. 

"Of course, he will obviously have to 
face a further inquiry to deal with the alle- 
gations about the Athens bid. 

"You don't have to be a rocket science 
; student looking at this morning's newspa- 
pers to know that some of those stories 
and photos don't look terribly good for 
him whatever the final outcome.” 

AOC president John Coates and SOCOG 
chief executive Sandy Hollway conceded 
tlie Coles controversy was hurting 
Sydney's image and possibly Its sponsor . 
ship drives. 

' But Coates defended Coles, saying: 
"There Is no question of prejudging.- (he 
case. I feel very sad for Phil.” 

He added that there was no way he 
would ask him to step down from SOCOG 
and that although Colts’ health -had suf- 
fered because of; the- controversy, he 
expected him to resume his SOCOG activi- . 
tlep tit Its next board fceeting; • ■ Vj-Aj 
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NBA ROUNDUP 

WASHINGTON <AP) — Howard Oisley bad a season-high 17 
points, a career-high 10 rebounds and scored 13 straight Utah 
points in the second half as the Jazz ran their winning streak to 
six with a 95-87 victory over the Washington Wizards. 

Karl Malone added 24 points Thursday and made all 12 of his 
Free throws for Lhejazz, who raced to an 18-2 lend and never 
trailed again while fending off several Wizards runs. 

Washington got as close as one point in the third quarter and 
within three in the fourth. But Utah responded each time with a 

run of its own. . , . 

Rod Strickland, back after missing six games with a right groin 
strain, had 21 points and 1 1 assists for the Wizards, who have 
lost four of five In the U.S. National Basketball Association. 

Map ric 86. Knicks 78 

In New York, rookies Michael Doleac and Matt Harpring carried 
the Magic down the stretch, making up for the absence of two 
starters as Orlando extended its winning streak to four games 
Doleac scored 12 of his 16 points in the Final quarter as coach 
Chuck Daly stuck with him instead of Ike Austin, and Harpnng 
went 6-for-6 Trom the line in the final 3 minqtes. 

Penny Hardaway scored 19 points and Darrell Armstrong had 
18 points. 10 assists and five rebounds for Orlando. 

Cavaliers 100, Lakers 93 

in Cleveland, Shawn Kemp and Brevin Knight scored 20 points 
apiece and the Cavaliers hung on despite 37 points and 19 
rebounds by the Lakers’ Shaquille O'Neal. I 

Dennis Rodman, who left the team to attend to personal mat- 
ters. missed his third straight game for the Lakers. Glen Rice 
added 24 points for the Lakers, who dropped to 10-2 under new 

coach Kurt Rambis. . .. I 

Los Angeles’ only appearance in Cleveland brought out a sell- 
out crowd of 20.562 - many of them Lakers fans. 

Rucks 99. Celtics 83 

In Milwaukee, Glenn Robinson scored 23 points and Ray Allen 
added 21 as the Bucks snapped a four-game losing streak. 

Rookie Robert Traylor had a career-best 14 points for 

Milwaukee, while Antoine Wblker led Boston with 16 points. 

Boston pulled within 80-79. the Bucks ran off 13 straight 
points - seven by Allen - to lead 93-79 with 2:43 left to play. I 

Bulls 104, Nets 95 

In Chicago. Toni Kukoc scored 21 points and grabbed II 
rebounds, and Ron Harper scored 10 of his 18 points in the t ltd 
quarter os the Bulls beat New Jersey. All five Chicago (7-16) 

starters finished in double figures. I 

It was the Bulls’ second victory in 10 days over the slumping 
Nets (4-19). and only their second 100-polnt effort of the season. I 
The Nets have now lost nine of theirlast 10 and 15 of their last 
17. 1 * I 

Grizzlies 86. Timberwolves 81 

In Vancouver. British Columbia. Shareef Abdur-Rahlm scored 
1 1 of Ills 21 points in the fourth quarter as Vancouver snapped 
its 13-game losing streak. 

Bryant Reeves led the way with 28 points and 13 rebounds - 
both season highs - as the Grizzlies won for the second time in 
1 8 games and first since beathing the Los Angeles Lakers on Feb. 

23. 

Kevin Garnett scored 20 points, but none in the fourth quarter, 
to lead the Timberwolves, who have lost four straight. 

Blazers 88. Kings 78 

In Sacramento. California, Rasheed Wallace had 25 points and 
13 rebounds to lift Portland. 

It was the Trail Blazers' Portland's third straight victory over 
the Kings, who were held to 13 points in the fourth quarter and 
had rhelr lowest scoring game of the season. Their previous low 

was in a 94-81 loss at Philadelphia. ■ _ 

Vernon Maxwell made a 3-pointer, giving the Kings a 75-74 
lead with 5:15 left. Portland responded with 14 straight points to 
reclaim the lead. Sacramento's only basket in the final 5,15 was 
Jason Williams* 3-pointer. 
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GENEVA (AP) — Manchester 
United's hope of winning its t 

First European Champions Cup 1 

in 31 years will clash in the s 
semifinals next month with 
Italy's Juventus, finalists the last j 

three seasons in Europe's most I 
prestigious club championship. 

Friday's draw for the semifi- 
nals also matched Ukraine's 
Dynamo Kiev - probably the sur- 
prise of the competition - 
against Germany’s Bayern 
Munich, a three-time 
Champions Cup winner but last 
a finalist in 1987. 

Dynamo ousted defending 
and seven-time champion Rea! 
Madrid in Wednesday's second- 
leg quarterfinals. 

Manchester United and 
Dynamo will be home for the 
first leg April 7 with the return 
April 21. 

In the draw for the other two 
European cups, Atletico Madrid 
of Spain plays home to Parma of 
Italy in the first leg of the UEFA 
Cup, and Marseille is home to I 
Bologna. First leg matches are 
April 6 followed by the returns 
April 20. 

In the Cup Winners Cup, 
which will be Incorporated next 
season into the UEFA Cup, 
defending champion Chelsea is 
home to Spain's Mallorca in the 
opening leg and Lokomotiv 
begins at home against Lazio, 
the beaten finalist in last sea- 
son's UEFA Cup. The legs are 
I April 8 and 22. . 


Chelsea is trying to become 
the first club to win the Cup 
Winners Cup in consecutive 
seasons. 

"We know Juventus well after 
playing them recently and we 
have beaten an Italian team to 
reach the semifinals, which will 
give us confidence," said 
Manchester United’s Bobby 
Charlton. “But at least we have 
avoided the long journey to the 
Ukraine.” 

United and Juventus split two 
matches last season In the 
Champions League and, like 
Charlton, Romy Gai. the com- 
mercial director of Juventus, 


seemed pleased to avoid 
Dynamo. 

“They (United) are our pre- 
ferred choice, but it's impossi- 
ble to be completely opti- 
mistic." said Gai. whose club is 
trying to reach its fifth consecu- 
tive European final - four in the 
Champions Cup and one in the 
UEFA Cup. 

Bayern Munich administrator 
Karl Hopfner did not seem wild 
nbout Facing the Ukrainians. 

"When you get to this stage, 
there are no easy teams left, 
he said. “Kiev is a very, very 
strong team, and we have to 
remember that it threw out the 


THE AMMAN TAEKWANDO 
CHAMPIONSHIPS A SUCCESS 
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At Amman The Kwan Do 
Onapkmshlps (ATC), was a 
pc# success despite obstacles 
trim*? have prevented it from 
ting place. 

/biggest problem was 
^Ihe jirdan Tae Kwon Do 
Rikpllon (JTF), refused to par- 


ticipate. The championship 
organizer, Tawfeeq Enwayser, 
commented “the JTF missed the 
chance for their athletes to 
experience this great event. 
They would have met with at 
least 170 international players." 

The JTF also refused to offer 

WEIGHT (hfl.) COUNTRY ~~| 






any assistance -in the organiza- 
tion of the event. One example 
is given here by Enwayser. "We 
asked them many times to lend 
us their mats, but they did not 
reply. They finally sent us the 
mats the day of the champi- 
onship." 

However, these things were 
not to stop the championships. 
There were some remarkable 
moments. The opening ceremo- 
ny. for example, was especially 
touching. 

Being the end of the 40 day 
mourning period, the ceremony 
was dedicated to the memory 
of King Hussein. Participating 
teams entered the court carry- 
ing candles, expressing their 
deep sadness over the death of 


the king, and the spectators 
stood for a minute silent 
mourning. Some oF those pre- 
sent became teary-eyed, 

There were several Individu- 
als and groups that helped 
make the event successful. 
Charles Mok, an 8th Dan, was 
invited from Hong Kong to lead 
the multinational refereeing 
team. 

Several establishments, pri- 
vate sectors and Al-ltiliad 
school, all supported this 
event, financially and other- 
wise. 

The success of the champi- 
onships is owed to everyone 
who helped organize it. 

by AM JAD BAKER 


defending champion. 

Marseille. the l» 
Champions Cup winner eventu- 
ally stripped of the 
ing to reach its first UEFA Gip 
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JORDAN'S AUTOMOBILE CLUB 
HOLDS SPEED TESTS 


THE ARAB DAILY — The Royal Automobjle Club race car drivers 
have elected five representatives to form a committee for the 
drivers. 

The requests and opinions of the drivers will be brought to 
the the attention of the event erganizing committee through 
the race car drivers committee. 

Some of the issues the committee intends to raise are: spon- 
sorship, access to the media and spare parts. 

The committee includes the following drivers: Ma’rouf Abu 
Samra, Bashar Bustami, Ahead Daoud, Khaled Zakaria, and 
Malek Hariri. 
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THE ARAB DAILY — The Jordan The Kwon Do Federation 
affirmed that the National Team will participate hi Iran’s 
International Championship from April 4-12. 

The team will also participate in the The Kwon Do World 
Championship taking place In Canada between June 2-6. 




THE ARAB DAILY —-The Orthodox Club Tennis Finals, sponsored 
by the Nof Arts Company, were held on Friday. 

The results of the finals were as follows : 

Women's doubles: Magi Kawaar and Reem Habayeb 
Men's Doubles: Ahmed Maher 8i Talal Maher 
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Batikhi 

speed tests of the Royal 
^mobile Club of Jordan, 
«i Friday, resulted in a win 
^watthlk Shadian and Abeer 
®Hii, 

> his first event this season, 
of class 5, won in' his 
5 CT Tbrbo with the 
y\ 1,1,16 of l minute, 55.71 
*2* h three runs. 

^1. from class 1 won the 
M CU P and her class’s 
Honda Civic in her 
K ‘ best ^e of 2 min- 
2; ^ seconds., 

came ‘n second .In 

t&7r ,583 l secon ds In the 
I Amir. Najjar was 


third in a Daihatsu Charade Gtti 
with I minute, 59.93 seconds in 
the second run 
Shadian told The Arab Daily 
"1 feel great winning this test, . 
especially since I had transires-' 
sion trouble; I could not shift , 
gears properly, and my . fires 
were not suitable for this kind 
of event, but It was my best 
experience yet." , 

.. Batikhi told The Arab pally % 
Feel great about winning both.;, 
the ladies cup and the overall 
class 1 cup. 

"1 could have done even bet-; ; 
ter, but there was one 'curve 
fiiat gave me trouble)'; | w?? 1 . 
using 2nd (gear Instead of lstj 



Khotchlk Shadian 

■ and . the ‘ car skidded, but I 
regained control in the nick of 
time," she added. 

RAQj head Hasan Alaeddln 
told The Arab Daily “there was 
good competition, and we saw 
new faces in the test. The dri- 
vers were enthusiastic and 
high-spirited and the test went 
on smoothly without any prob- 
lems Or accidents. ' . . 

; “We would also like to 
encourage ladies , 10 participate 
- In speed tests. For them die 
first run js. always intimidating, 
but’ they wijl get the hang of It 

■ very quicjdy. • For example, 
' todfiy we had a new lady, Meran 
' ..fjlpur! Aldeen • (Hyundai j r Atos), 


who started off very slow, but 
became faster in the second 
and final runs. She should set 
an example to all ladies.” 
Alaeddln said. 

Batikhi said - "ladies should 
participate in speed tests, 
because it is good practice Tor 
their everyday driving. They 
also should be encouraged by 
their rprpKlies, and should know 
that it is not as difficult or dan- 
. gerpus as it seems.’' 

■The RAQ will liojd the first 
ihtematipnal rally of the season 
on. May 12. ; 

; b/SHAPI janzeir 


THE ARAB DAILY — the Amman Boxing Championship began 
yesterday, evening in hopes of finding new, players foT the 
national .teaqi. - 

The competition includes 61) boxer^ from different centers, 
all of whonf are competing for the. chance to join the national 
team for the 9th pan Arab garries thissummei*, 

This championship will be held for fotit days in Rum Hall at‘: 
Al-Husseln Sports City The firial da/ will . be lionor^d by tliq^ 
presence of Prince Rashid and t)id Minister of Sports^ Mohamad 1 
Khair Mamser on Monday evening. ■ . ' ; ! : -. . 

■ • ' .7 i J . ••••"• •' • : 
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CALIFORNIA HAS THE MOST PEOPLE 

WITH ASTHMA 


(Ijpi) — California has the 
most people living with 
asthma compared with 
other states, and to educate 
more health professionals 
so fewer people die from 
asthma attacks, the 
American Lung Association 
of California, its medical 
section, the California 
Thoracic Society, and the 
American Thoracic Society 
will hold a conference. 
“Asthma in the Primary Care 
Setting: . Advances, 

Challenges an< * 

Controversies," 7:45 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m., Friday, March 19, 
at rhe Oakland Marriott City 
Center, 1001 Broadway. 

The conference, featuring 
leading asthma experts and 
interactive technology, will 
provide state-oF-the-art 
information about causes of 


asthma; asthma manage- 
ment and practical care of 
people living with asthma, 
as well as new concepts in 
asthma diagnosis: treat- 

ment; controversies of pedi- 
atric asthma management; 
effective asthma education; 
and demonstration of asth- 
ma devices: peak-flow 

meters, spacers and nebuliz- 
ers. 

“Using interactive tecli- , 
nology. each participant will 
have a wireless keypad to 
post their selected diagno- 
sis and treatment options 
during the asthma-case pre- 
sentations. Audience 

responses will be displayed 
on a large screen, and par- 
ticipants will be provided 
with feedback on their diag- 
nostic skills and treatment 
choices," said Charles Daley. 


M.D., a volunteer with the 
American Lung Association 
of California and chairman 
of the program, who is also 
on staff at the- University of 
California, San Francisco. 

The course is designed for 
health-care professionals, 
including physicians, nurses 
and emergency-care and res- 
piratory-care providers who 
provide care for people with 
asthma. 

Between 1982 and 1994, 
asthma rates increased 61 
percent in the United States. 
Asthma is now the No. 1 
cause of hospitalizations 
among children, the leading 

cause of school absenteeism 

and the most common 
chronic illness among chil- 
dren. Asthma is also respon- 
sible for one in six pediatric 
emergency-room visits in 


the United States. 

More than 17 million 
adults and children have 
asthma in the United States, 
and an estimated 2,268,300 
(Morbidity and Mortality 
Weekly Report (MMWR), 
Dec. 4, 1998) in California, 
an estimated prevalence of 
7.1 percent in the state. 

Prior to this newly 
released Figure, there were 
an estimated 1.8 million 
people living with asthma in 
California, including 

1,167.293 adults and 
599.606 children (estimated 
Prevalence and Incidence of 
Lung Disease by Lung 
Association Territory, 

American Lung Association, 
May 1997). 

California has the greatest 
number of estimated people 
with asthma in the country. 


and surveys indicate that 
many children with asthma 
are not being diagnosed or 
are receiving inadequate 
medical care. 

If a child experiences 
wheezing or a persistent dry 
cough, it may be asthma. If a 
child has asthma and is los- 
ing sleep, missing school or 
visiting the emergency room 
on a regular basis, his or her 
asthma is not being properly 
controlled. 

A recent American Lung 
Association survey revealed 
that many parents do not 
fully understand how to 
help their children control 
asthma. 

More than half of the par- 
ents surveyed said they 
treat their child's asthma 
only when symptoms occur. 
A large majority (79 percent) 


did not know the difference 
between daily medicines 
that prevent asthma symp- 
toms from occurring and 
medicines that help stop 
symptoms after they have 
begun. 

Asthma is a chronic lung 
disease that involves inflam- 
mation, mucous secretions 
and muscle spasms In the 
airways. This leads to 
wheezing, coughing and, 
ultimately, difficulty breath- 
ing. 

An acute asthma episode, 
or attack, can by triggered 
by environmental factors 
like dust, secondhand 
smoke, air pollution or 
pollen, and noneuvironmeti- 
tal factors such as infection, 
exercise, emotional stress, 
laughing and improper med- 
ication. 


HQTIOBS.COM GIVES AWAY 

A'.sfO«r 


1 0,000 


(UPl) — Hotjobs, the Internet 
jobs site for experienced pro- 
fessionals, announced today 
the first winner of its “job hunt- 
ing" essay contest, who will 
receive a $10,000 award Tot liis 
story. The winner for 
February's story of the month 


was announced today on the 
HotJobs.com web sice - 
www.hotjobs.com. 

The contest is open to every- 
one who was recruited for his 
or her current job through 
Holjobs.com. Entrants submit 
their job hunting story, a brief 


essay under 750 words via"" 
www.hotjobs.com. or they can 
email it to: storyhotjobs.com. 
Hotjobs.com plans to choose a 
winning essay each month. 

A $10,000 prize for February's 
story went to Gene Silvestri, 
who found his hot job as 


"regional sales manager at ECCS 
Inc., located in Tlnton Falls, 
New Jersey. His essay is posted 
on the HotJobs.com web site as 
the Story of the Month. About 
HotJobs.com Ltd. 

(www.holjobs.com) provides 
experienced professionals fast 


and direct access to quality 
jobs at the world's top compa- 
nies, and was recently named 
one of PC Week magazine's “15 
Companies to Watch." Ilw 
Softshoe technology was 
award Best Neiwork/lnremei 
product at COMDEX in April 
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Rest of Show, making ii fa 
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jjpr-ri W Free Willy Keiko “ 
j nufadon . the caretaker of the 
fltfs most famous wliale. and 
ktenitei Cousteau Institute 
naunced today that they have 
^ an agreement to merge 
jew? nonprofit organizations to 
jmanavoiganization called the 
jtsn Ritures Society thnt will 
attas a "voice for the oceans." 

Oceai FWures will serve as a 
urnprehensive information 
by providing a iwrricipa- 
w,wWased databank, by con- 
jKjing research, by developing 
rare education programs and liy 
idling a conservation ethic for 
jjwater planet. 

The new otganization. in pait- 
yrfsp wftli Ericsson, who lias 
idved as sponsor, designer and 
i eloper, has established a new 
I Irttinrt site 

j ^wOreanFuturesxom - diat will 
ore as an Information source on 
fe health of the world’s oceans, 
radiitg to telecommunications 
^ewef Craig a McCaw. chairman 
Ids fiee Willy Keiko Foundation, 
idJearMichel Cousteau, founder 
nl Resident of the Jean-Miriiel 
bateau Institute. 

IMdikitier whales at die top of 
fe ocean food chain, it is only 
flrapriate tlrat Keiko serve as the 
?jidofhowwe arc taking care 
I ibe oceans,” McQiw said. 
TV«i futures will speak to the 
l Jhb of people, especially diil- 
hn,who lave followed his story 
^ help educate them on how 
tycan make a difference for the 
^dth of the world's oceans. 
Nation will be a primary focus 
^ reporting on the stare of 
worid. Aid the Internet will 
^ us bring people together to 
4> improve the health of our 
I®**- Jean Michel Cousteau's 
^commitment to communicat- 
Ifjjhe importance of healthy 


oceans makes him a compelling 
partner and spokesperson for 
Keiko and Ocean Futures." 

The Jean-Michel Cousteau 
Institute was fonned in 1993 to 
unite the worid's peoples in a glob- 
al elloit to find solutions to die 
issues impacting the himre of ilte 
oceans. JcaivMidwl Cousteau, a 
lifelong advocate for the environ- 
ment, is son of (he late ocean 
explorer Jacques Cousteau. Jean- 
Michel Cousteau has seived on the 
board of the Free Willy Keiko 
Foundation. 

The Free Willy Keiko Foundation 
was Ibunded in 1994 with die goal 
of rehabilitating Keiko and relum- 
ing him to his native Icelandic 
waters. The star of the movie “Free 
Willy,'' Keiko had outgrown liis 
pool and was in poor health at an 
amusement park in Mexico City. At 
die urging of the worid's children, a 
group of organizations came 
together to build a rehabilitation 
facility in Newport, Oregon. He 
arrived there in January 1996. 

in September, the foundation 
successlully moved Keikn to a float- 
ing pen nil' Iceland. Ultimately, if 
Keiko can thrive and liis release is 
supiwrted by scientific research, lie 
will be given the opportunity to 
return to rhe wild. The Jean-Michel 
Cousteau Institute lias been acting 
as the uflicial dunnueiiiarian of 
Keiko's historic reium to Iceland - 
and eventually the wiki. 

“We have coine a great distance 
in this elihrt to rescue and rehabili- 
tate Keiko." said Cousteau, presi- 
dent of the new Ocean Futures 
Society. "But ultimately freeing 
Keiko is just the beginning of a 
much more* important, long-term 
effort. We have a responsibility at 
diis moment in history to help 
humankind understand die effects 
we liaw on marine mammals and 
all s|iecies diat inhabit die earth's 


McCaw said Ocean Futures can 
help find creative ways to make 
business considerations and envi- 
ronmental concerns more compati- 
ble. “Ocean Futures unites the 
work of two oiganizations, creat- 
ing a powerful new voice for the 
oceans by employing an effective 
tool for reaching people who share 
a common vision tor healthy 
oceans - the Internet. 

"We have brought together a 
team of dedicated animal care pro- 
fessionals now in Iceland with a lab 
on site, an experienced communi- 
cations and documentary team, 
and the tedmology leadership of 
McCaw and Ericsson. With those 
resources and educational institu- 
tions working alongside, we can 
deliver some important informa- 
tion to die Internet that will benefit 
Keiko. whales in general and our 
oceans worldwide,” Cousteau said. 

"As a research and a free public 
membership organization we hope 
Ocean Futures will kindle a burning 
concern for the future of our 
oceans and their rapidly diminish- 
ing capacity to sustain life," he said. 
"Keiko will be iiistiumental in help- 
ing us communicate this message 
people throughout the world." 

Swedish telecommunications 
leader LM. Ericsson lias partnered 
with Ocean Futures to provide 
technical support lor the new weh 
site - www.OceanFulures.com. 
Ericsson launched the new web site 
today, providing up-to-the minute 
information on the activities of 
Keiko and the latest news from 
Ocean Futures. In September, 
Ericsson sponsored a live 12-hoiir 
Internet broadcast of Keiko's move 
to Iceland. 

Hie new Ocean Futures site lias 
an commerce capability so visi- 
tors can register for free member- 
ship, Tlie leadership of Oceap 


Futures are committed to free 
membership based on their belief 
in the need to reach everyone with 
information about the health of the 
ocean without regard to individuals 
financial ability to participate. 
People can make secure contribu- 
tions online and purchase mer- 
chandise that will support Ocean 
Futures' scientific research and edu- 
cational activities. Other features of 
the site include a special “Kids 
Club" as well as a photo galleiy 
where visitors will be able to watch 
Keiko live on the Internet. 

“Our relationship with ocean 
Hi tints is a perfect demonstration 
of how Internet technology can be 
used to take care of our planet for 
the benefit of all humankind, said 
Karl Dahl in, director of business 
development for Ericsson, Inc. "Not 
only will e-commerce help provide 
funding to further the mganiza- 
tions work, the use of web cameras 
and streaming media will allow 1 the 
entire world to follow Keiko's 
progress without disturbing him in 
his natural environment. Ericsson is 
truly excited to be working with 
such a worthwhile oiganizaiinn in 
this historic elkm." 

Ocean Futures will be funded by 
several sources, including individ- 
ual memberships and corporate 
donations. Already, founding mem- 
bers have contributed more than 
S2 million. Additional "Founders 
Circle" members are being sought 
to invest their resources, share 
their influence and help Ocean 
Futures accomplish its mission. 
While membership ill Ocean 
Futures is free, funds contributed 
by members will be put to immedi- 
ate use to further marine mammal 
research, educational programs 
and care for Keiko. Contributions 
to Ocean Futures are tax- 
deductible. 


NICHOLSON TO GORE: YOU'RE 
SHOVELING MORE OF IT NOW 
THAN YOU EVER PIP THEN - 



tHE tomks, 'AUth'OBi»i>4";6 | NI the ababian 

horss, 


Kington, (upij 

I ^'* can National Committee 
^maiijim Nicholson is mak- 
I °ver Vice President Al 
' J e * ,atest exaggerated 
ms ■ that as a boy lie 
/JN ho * s a nd drove mules, 
before his election to 
"N® at the age of 28, he 

^ foe land with a double- 

' stall. Bx ^ ant *: built home- 
i ****os. 

i i! ,Wholast week claimed to 

»l4uu* ,Ued the ,nCernet « 
on thick in an inter- 

,&* ? h e iald , wasa 


builder. I lived on a form. I was 
a journalist for seven years. 
After I got out of college, 1 vol- 
unteered for the Army and 
went to Vietnam." 

Referring to his father, a. United 
States Senator, Gore claimed , 
"he taught me how to dear out 
hog waste with a shovel and a, 1 
hose. He taught , me how to; 
dear land with a double-bladed 
ax. He taught me how to plow a, 
steep hillside with a . team of 
mules. He taught, me Kpw to” 
take up hay all day long in ||W' 
hot sun and then, after a dlqnefi; 

, breajt, go over and help til? 

4 it# J hofnrt? 1 


the rain came and spoiled it on 
the ground." 

“j suppose the Vice President's 
hog-talslng career capre after, 
his tobacco- growing ventures 
and sometime before he went 
: into high-tech," said Nicholson, 
tpngue firmly planted ih‘ cheek. 
“It was later still that he and 
■ Tipper; Inspired the .romance 
novel and movie 'Love -Story. 1 " 

■‘You'd think a guy who could; 
ralje tobacco; slop JWMi 
homes, Irtvent (he Internet and 
inspire a best-selling noVei and 
- movie ■' PU by the time he was 
• 28 (afford to give -more 
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HOOFPRINT5 IN 
THE SANDS 


said Nicholson. 

"Al, I was an Iowa farmboy," 
said Nicholson, who grew up 
. on a tenant farm in tiny Struble, . 

Iowa. “Iowa formboys are 
1 friends of mine, and you're no 
Iowa Farmboy," 

Thking note of Gore's boast that 
■he’d cleaned out hog waste 
. "with, a shove! and 'a hose” 

- . Nicholson said, ■ "Mr. Vice 
. President, with alt due respect. 

; you're shoveling a ; iot more of it 
■ ..right now. than you- ever dldl 
'■*.! back than. 1 ' ■ I ■ . I I 


By Debra L and Dr. Jerald E Dirks j 

D uring his lifetime In Mndlna, the Prophet (pbuh) can be 
shown to have owned seven horses. Of these seven. Al- 
Sakb. Al-Morrajaz. Lazzaz, and Al-Zirb were discussed in 
previous columns. We turn now to the remaining three horses. 

Al-Luhaifwas a gift home to Hie Propliet from fcibi'a ibn Abi Al-Bmua'. 
Al-Luliaif re lei's to “a distiiictively long uuT. As recorded in Sahib AI- 
Buldiari, die Propliet kept Al-Luhaif in Madina in a garden or orchard, tlrat 
belonged to Salil, tlie grandfather of Saida Assn’idi. 

;\I-Sabha was a mare purchased by die Propliet (nun a Bedouin of the 
Jaheena tribe. Tlie purchase price for Sablia was ID camels, a most 
impressive amount for die time. Ai-Sabha ‘refers to "a horse dwt extends 
its forelegs well ydiiie running". Al-Sablia is reported to liave won at least 
one horse race, which had been arranged by the Propliet. 

AJ-Whid was a gift to die Propliet from Tainim Al-Daree. AJ-Whrd is a 
goibr-based word, referring to a jullowish redness. Wlien applied. In 
I torses, Al-Wnrd refers to a horse widi a black mane and toil, tliat has no 
^glack on the legs, and that has a brown body with yellow and led lints. 

As such, one assumes dwt Al-Ward was a horse wliose color was some- 
where between what is called bay and chestnut in the Englisli-speaknig 
world. 

Of note. Zaid ibn Muhalhfl Ai-Thi, a contemporary of the Propliet. was I 
said to have had a breeding group of Arabian horses that were known 
collectively as Al-Vtaid. Zaid was also variously known as Zaid AMdiayi, 
Le. "Zaid of the Arabian horses”; and as Zaid AI-Khayr, i*. “Zaid the 
good". It is interesting to speculate that perhaps Tbmim Al-Daree 
acquired Al-Y&rd from Zaid Al-Khayr. 

This concludes our presentation of Ai-Sabah, the seven horses said to 
have been owned by the Prppbet Muhammad during his lifetime in 
Madina, Despite the passing of over l 300 years, a surprising amount of 
derail slip exists fo the Arabic Ktkan^ about the seven hprses of the 
. Prophet^ ^ MuFrani^ Stidi’ijjej^ hritei^.rnid!^ the provenance of 
(ri information regaid- 

; jjr« Because ■ 
. .the»!f .was great* 

^hitejfest bf s ^ pro gerry Thusrby 

* v_ T ■ _y 'ji J a- ^ nno rif. 
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